C CG E [Famn Le 


Concerning 


The Buying of Bisnors Lanps with, 
the Lawfulnelſs thereof. 


AND 


The Difference between the ContrafGors for ſale of 
thoſe Lands, and the Corporation of VVells: 


(Ordered, Anno, 1650, to be Reported to the then PARLIAMENT ) 
With the Neceſſity thereof, ſince fallen upon D*,Buxo x s. Pas: 
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proximo two, Qui fidens Conſcientie ſue, negligit famam Crudelis eſt, 
"} 


Peg HE a 42 4; 14+ th wart 


ee (4 Joe tf [a (angirzahs | {/. #4 


b 


( 
f 
— / 


LONDON, 
Printed in the year of our Lord, 1659. 


To th P ARLIAMEN TT 
of ENGLAND. 


{ His Nation hath great cauſe to bleſs the God of 
} our lives for ever, who hath ſogratiouſly kept 

off the horrid Diſtrations and Confulions fea- 
red by moſt, upon the Death of the Late Lord 
Protefor : and for that he hath alſo put ir into the 
heart of his Preſent Highneſs (Gentis Anglicane 
nun deliciarum) fo ſeaſonably to Call You toge- 
ther, in the antient way, as a free Parliament, for ſerling this Church 
and Common Wealth, in Truth, Peace, and Righteouſneſs, accor- 
ding to Law. 

our main Work is Settlement, as Healers of the Breaches, And 

our Wounds call for Lenitrues, not Corroſrues, Now is the time to 
ſhew the depth of Wiſdome, not height of Animoſity ; to ſeek 
_ and purſue it, not to be for warr : and, to /et your moderation to 

known to all men, 

You cannot be_ignorant that there ever have been, and will be 
many Quack-Salvawſpirits, who tancying to themſelves new Models 
of Government for {iniſter ends, think Youto be very weak if You 
differ from them, Such will never be for any ſertlement ar all ; bur, 
run up and down both Ciry and Country, like ſo many 7gres fatur, . 
to inveagle well-meaning men (ignorant of their devices) to ſub- 
{cribe their FaRious Petitions, Wherein, under pretence of the Pub- 
lick, they deſigne to make You, firſt, to hold the tirrup ; and then 
to be their footſtoo), toget themſelves into the ſaddle. 

Little do thoſe turbulent Polypragmatiſts know of what ſprrit they 
are; much lels do they confider-that [gnatizs Loyola ever lies at the 
bottome of all thoſe Diviſions which their ſedirtious zeal would kin- 
dle among You, But I truſt Your Wiſdome will timely ſee through 
ſuch ſelt-ended Projedts, and reſolutely rejeR ſuch deſtructive En- 
devours to Divide You, that they might reign, 

If Your Counſels'miſcatry : and, in ſtead of quenching old fires, 
new flames break out z VWoe, woe tothis Nation. For thar, in all 
likelihood, (unleſs men will tempt God to work Miracles as the 
Devil did Chriſt, to command Bread out of Stones) this will devour” 
Us, And then,who ſhall ſave You ? 7 beſeech Tow (therefore ) to mark 
thoſe that cauſe Dui ſiops and offences, 0 avoid them, For they pe = 
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ſuch, (erue not the Lord Jeſu (rift, but their on belly 3» and, by e004 
words, and farr ſpeeches, decevve the hearts of the (imple. | 

Pardon this boldneſs.in bim that hath, by the ſpace of 40 years, 
been a diligent Obſerver of, anda faichfull fervant to Parliaments, 
ſo farr as they ſcriouſly ſought the Publick Good ; and fo refolverh 
to be ro You, Upon which account, he humbly -maketh this Ad- 
dreſs : The occation, this, þ. ; 

Many, and'loud have been the Clamors againſt the latelong Par- 
liament, for ſe:ſing, and ſelling the Lands ot Biſhops, and other Ci- 
thedral mcn, For this, They, their Agents, and all purchaſers are 
proclaimed guilty of that odzous fin of Sacriledge ; and none more 
than this Your {ervant, Hereupon, he hath often been preſled to 
Vindicate the Parliament, and'thereby to right himſelf, who hath 
long telt the ſcourge of tongues, and been made to drink the gaul 
of Pens, for purchaſing ſome of thoſe Lands; and, for his juſt en- 
deavoursto poſſeſs what he hath paid for, by ſome moſt unjuſtly 
detained from him, in the judgments of the honourable, firſt, the 
Committe of Parliament ; and ater, the Commiſſioners, for RemoVing Ob- 
ſtruftons tn the ſale of thoſe Lands, Which lait (being by ſpecial At 
of Parliament impouted thereunto) have Heard and Determined the ' 
ſame ; but, to no purpole, it Contempt may prevail. | 

Both theſe, are here faithfully ſpread befoggiY ou ; not by way 
of Complaint, but of Account : You being the moſt proper Patrons 
of the Vindication of a Parliament ;, and belt able ro judge both of 
their f7auds that have abuled the State z and, of their (ontumary who 
being, upon a full Hearing, Ordered to Reconvey what they have 
fraudulently gortcn into their Conveyance, refuſe to obey any Or- 
ders whatſoever, And threaten to bring all before You; not as 
hoping to get any Orders made our them reverled ; bur, as Pro- 
miſing ro themſelves a locging the Cauſe once more in a Com- 
mittee, thereby to prevent all turther proceedings againſt them cl(e-- 
where, af | 
' Now, the Good Lord make You all, mez that have anderflanding of 
the times, to know what 1ſrael ayght to do ; And, lo temper Your ſpirits, 
and govern Your Councels, that You may be ſuch a Bleſſing to this 
Nation, as that the Children/yet Unborn may cal! Yow Bleſſed, This 
15, and ſhall be the daily prayer of him, that (without art or private 
ends) is, 

Feb, 9, 1658—9. Your moſt humble and real ſervant 


(ornelins Burges. 


AKRST FART 


Deelaring 
The Occaſion of DF. Cornelius Burges his 
buying of Biſhops Lands. 


With 
The Lawfulneſs thereof, 


He barbarous Maſſacre of Engliſh Proteſtants in 
Ireland , by the Bloody-Popiſh Rebels of that Na- 
We tion , in the yeer 1641. moved the Parliament 
Þ then ficting here, to paſs an At, both for a Con- 
tribution for relief of the remaining perſecuted Bre- 
thren there » who (forced co leave all they had in 
Ireland) fled into England and Wales for ſhelter ; 
p and for a Voluntary Loan » forbringing their Per- 
ſecutors to jult puniſhment Upon this, Dr. Burges 
( after his duty performed in the former) voluncarily lent 3oo /. to that 
lalt Service, which he accordingly paid in. Bur, that Loe» not ſufficing , 
p another A paſſed the ſame yeer, for Subſcriptions of moneys to be ad- 
ventured for the Lands of thoſe Rebels upon certain Propoſitions , for 
| more ſpeedy ſubduing of them. To this Dr. Burges ſubſcribed » and ac- 
cordingly paid in 700. more. 
The next yeer after, that Unhappy Difference between the late King 
and his Parliament, brake out alſo. And, the Parliament Declaring that 
the King (ſeduced by evil Counſel ) had deſerted them , raiſed an Army 
again{t them, and erected his Standard of War at Nottingham , whereby 
he had put both Parliament and Kingdom out of his Protection ; the 
laid Parhament publiſhed the Neceflity of an gAdvanrce of Money, 
B Horless 
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Horſes and Plate, by 'a voluntary Loan , upon the Publike Fauh, for de- 
fence of the King and Parliament » and for bringing to condign Puniſh- 
ment thoſe evil Counſellours abour the King, which had engaged him in 
that deſtructive Deſign. Dr. Burge taking notice of this Declaration, 
out of the integrity of his heart to the King and Parhament , lent ſeve- 
ral ſums of Money, for defence of both ; being reſolved to have ſuffered 
any death, rather than co have lent one peny » Or to have ſpoken one 
word in that Cauſe, upon any other account : as he after expreſly pro- 
feſſed and prorelied ro a Commitrree of that Parhament fitting ro exa- 
mine him (among others) touching a Printed Yindication of the Miniſter 
in and about Londens that had been unjultly charged with having ſome 
hand in promoting the late Kings Death, 

And whereas by that Diſmal Divifonsſharp and bitter Wars had been, 
for ſome yeers waged » and valt ſums of Money (raiſed on the Publike 
Faith ) exhauſt, the Parliament held themſelves bound in honour and 
juſtice ro pay thoſe debts, contracted by that War , mainly promored 
againſt the Parliament and Kingdom ( if not by, yet) in favour of the 
eArch-biſhops and Biſhops (one of them having called the fore-runner of 
it Bellum Epiſcopaley or the Biſhops War :) therefore the Parliament 
paſſedan Ordinance, Oftob.g. 1646. for an abſolure raking away , and 
aboliſhing the Name, Title, Dignity, and Office of Arch-biſhops and Bi- 
ſhops, who (having before incurred a Premwmre ) were thenceforth ut- 
terly diſabled to hold or exerciſe the place or function of Arch-biſhops 
or Biſhops within England or Wales. And their Lands , and Poſſeſſions 
held in righc of their Biſhopricks (being by that abolicion eſchered) were 
velted in certain Truſtees ; ſubjett ro ſuch Truſts as both Houſes of 
Parliament ſhould appoint and declare. 

Which Parliament, by another Ordinance, of Nowvemb. 16. 1646. ap- 
pointed and ordained all thoſe Lands and Revenues to -be ſold , for 
raiſing of 2000c0 /. for the then preſent ule of the State, In which 
Ordinance they invited all that had before lent Money, Horſes,Plate:&c, 
for the Service of the King and Parliament, upon the Publike Faith , 
ro double the ſame : and ſos to take the whole {o doubled » Out of Biſhops 
Lands, either in Money or Lands. For which purpoſe, rhey engaged 
the Grand Exciſe, and Biſhops Lands : not without intimation, that ſuch 
as doubled nor, muſt exſpe& no other ſecurity for what they had lent,but 
the then-deſpiſed Publike Faith; nor to be paid) till all Doxblers were 
farisfyed. 

Dr. Burge: ſeeing this neceſſity of doubling, to prevent hazzarding 
of all, doubled all his Bils, which (upon doubling) amounted to 3450 /. 
beſide his Loax and adventures for Ireland. All which, he endeavoured 
ro receive back in Money » but was therein hindred by ſuch as laboured 
all rhey could to engage him in the taking of it out in Biſhops Lands. 
He therefore, having a wife » and cen children to provide for, that mult 
all be undone, if that money miſcarryed ; and finding the Divyjons of 
Parties that now managed the Publike, and purſued ſeveral Intereſts, to 


of eC ASE, 


be daily encreaſed, and more heightened, and himſelf ill required for all 


his faithful Service, was put upon this ſtrait, to take out his Moneys 


in Biſhops Lands. 


ſhops Lanis. 
Sitice which p#rchaſe , it hath pleaſed the Wiſe God to exerciſe him 
with many ſharpe affiftions ; among which the ſcourge of rongnes hath 


not been leaſt. 


Cauſe z bur his Miniſtry alſo, (alchough acknowledged by his very Ene- 


mies to be uſeful) hath been of ſmall ute. 


Molt of which hath befallen 


him by ſundry falſe aſperſions of virulent foul-mouthed Mercenaries , 
that ſtick nor to tranſgreſs for a good meal , albeic he hath (as it is 
very well known ) deſerved far better at their hands who have fo tra- 


cuced him. 


Nor is it unuſual with Satan aud his Inſtruments , to caſt moſt dirt 
in the faces of ſuch as oppoſe his Kingdom , that he may ſully and 


ciſparage their perſons by whoſe doctrine he ſuffereth. 


For this cauſe, 


that eminent Light and glorious Martyr Cyprian thus wrote to gAnton- 


'S, 


anus » touching Cornelins (2 good Biſhop of Rome, and an holy man) 
greatly defamed by Novatianns and his fellow Schiſmaticks and Here- 
ticks ; (a) FOuod quedam de illo inhoneita & maligna jaltantur, nolo mi- 
reris 5 cums = hoc eſſe ſemper opus D1aboli, ut ſervos Der mendacio laceret, 


& opinion 


us falſis glorioſum nomen infamet wt qui conſeientia ſme Luce cla- 


reſcunt, in alients rumoribus ſordidentur. « I would not have thee (trange 
« at ity that ſundry foul and malignant reports are thrown abroad rouch- 
+ ing him ; ſeeing thou knowelt this tobe ever the Devils work by lying 
& ro revile and make odious the glorious name of the ſervants of Godxthar 
« they who by the light and reftimony of their own conſciences appear 
« brighteſt, may by falſe rumors be rendred moſt ſordid and vile. 
Hence many, not knowing, nor caring to know the true ſtate of the 
Doors Caſe and Cauſe, bur reſolved (not for want of 1gnorance , envie 
or malice) to blaſt him ; are ready to hunt after all che baſe and falſe re- 
ports they can again(t him ; and (as Jeremiah's enemies ſerved him (6) 
to encourage all to ſpeak the worſt chey can of him, | Report, ſay they,and 
we will report its | how falſe ſoever. Yea, ſo far have they proceeded in 
this helliſh lawleſneſs of their rongues (c ), as to impure all che troubles 
that have-befallen himto the juſt hand of God upon him for buying of Bz- 


ſo doing, 


ſhops Lands, pronouncing him guilry of that odious fin of Sacrileage for 


Now albeit he reſolve ro ſuffer much , rather than to take notice of 


every falſe report; and to wait Gods time for the clearing up of 


his innocencie in other mattets ; yet this is of ſo foul a nature, re- 
flecting ſo deeply upon nor only his ; or the very Minultry ur ſelf, 
that there is a neceſſity of ſome Vindication , and of endeayouring, the 
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ſatiſ- 


This was the only reaſon of his purchaſing of B;- 


And he hath fallen under ſo much prejudice with ſuch 
as never heard, or ſcarce ever ſay him , that not only ſundry Suites at 
Law have been commenced againtt him , and VerdiQts given for his Ad- 
verſaries » even When their own Witneſſes and Counſel yeelded the 


k 


4 Epiſlt. ad Ant- 
ton an, 


hb Jcr.z0.10, 


c Jam 3.6, 


i | The Firſt Part 
atisfaRion, if not of all, yer of ſuch as are rational and ſober men, by a 
brief Diſcourſe of the natureof that ſin of Sacri/edge, properly ſo called; 
and of the Lanfulneſiof buying Biſhops Lands. | 
Of Sacri- There are , whodeny thar there 1s » or can be any _ _ as Sacri- 
ies. ledge, now under the Goſpel : they being confident, — at _ ng 1s now 
1. What it is due by Divine Rights to Miniſters of the Goſpel. Bur chis being (as 
nor, ſhall after appear) a palpable Errour, deſerves to be with contempt ex» 
ploded, rather then ſeriouſly confured. Others » in another” Extream 
ltrerch Sacr:ledge (© far, as to involve every man um chat fin » that devia. 
teth from their Conſtitutions and Laws, or offtendeth in any thing which 
they pleaſe to call Sacred,or Holy ; alchough never made ſuch by Gods 
Ordination. a 
Thus the Roman Emperors [tigmatize the Violation of their (vi 
dL.11'c, de Laws, (d) and faſten that Crime on all who wilfully negle& , Or know- 
Crim Sacril.l 6 ingly break their Commands. (e) The (; anonift i extend it to the alien- 
de appel, in C. ing, invading, waſting, Realing, purloyning, or peryerting of any thing, 
-— ap Þ 0 Perſon, Place, or Thins once dedicared and 
Vide Lexic, Ju- and to the abuſing of) any g an 
id, Caly, © by them called Holy, alchough without Word or Warrant from God, or 
e L.1.c. ut dig-the Municipal Laws of Men : and hereupon they require reflitution, and 
” full ſatisfaction, upon pain of Excommunication. (f ) 


4 —_—_+. Upon this ſandy Foundation, molt of the School- Men, Summits, and 


© 13. Null; i. Caſmiſts, build their Diſcourſes of Sacriledge ; (g) and (according to 
_ _—_ the Intereſt of their Party) bring within the compals of that ſin, the pro- 
g Aquin,22.9. fanation, violations or any abuſe of any thing place, or perſon which 


4 _ they call Holy, The ſtriking of a Prielt, Deacon, Nun, or other Vorary, 


168.m.z, * * upon any occaſion whatſoever : The defiling of them by Uncleanneſs, 
Hoſtien, 1. 5. ſb *0 the renouncing of their Orders, Vows, or Votary States: The a- 
- Crim, Sacril, bufing and prophaning of Churches, Chappels, Oratories, Church-Yards, 
. _ ie. C, and other conſecrated places, by buying, ſelling, ſtealing, even ought 
verbo Sacrileg, Pat 18 common ; the commurting of Whoredome , ating of any C1\il 
Bonavent, to. 6, Aﬀairs, Cc. inthem ; the polluting of Sacraments , by unworthy re- 
Cemilog. Se&.ceiving » Or not adoring of their Holt ; the abuſing, or denying of any 
- a8 of thoſe additional Sacraments, which are but their own Fancies, 1s , with 
<= "chem Sacriledge. The alienating, converting ro common Uſe, or 0- 
therwiſe detaining of any Lands, Goods, Bequeſts, Veſtments, Utenſils 
of Churches, Altars, &c. devoted and given by Men upon any account 
whatſoever, to Churches,or Religious Houſes (as they call them) although 
never ſo ſuperſtitiouſly, frauculently and foperfinontly, or any other way 
 unwarrantably conferred, and which God never required at their hands, 
is all, by them, pronounced and declared tobe Sacriledge. In a word, 
what ever crofleth, prejudiceth, diſgraceth or hindreth the Profit of the 
Pope, or any of his Clergyzor Creatures, that bear but the Name of the 
Church, or ought pertaining to it, is proclaimed and thundered againſt, as 
Sacriledge, which no ſatisfaction can expiate ; unleſs it be tothe great ad- 

vantage and gain of thoſe that call themſelves the (hurch. * 
That many (alchough not all) of the before-named particulars are great 


fins, 


Of the C ASE, 


ſins, is willingly granted. Bur tha they are all Sacriledge,is denyed: For, 
if we conſider the Exymology of the Word, or the proper Nature of the 
Thing, in holy Scripture, we ſhall ſoon diſcover ths unſoundneſs of that 
Aſſertion, 

As for the Etymon of the Word, whether {4pxovanue, or Sacrileginmy it ,, yy 
denotes the lurching, or ftealing of ſomewhat that ts ſacred. Hence (Tvi- eiledes C Sto 
lians (h) term him Sacrilegss qui publica Sacra compilavit. So Baſil (;)® 1 6. &1 g, 
calls an Hypocrite, jypvouacgs a Sacrilegions Perſonybecauſe he robs God offf- 44. L. Jul. 
his heart, which, at God's Command, %) he prerendeth to give unto him. _ te cad 
The Latine word Sacrileginms, 15a Compoundof Sacrum & Legere : and h Prov, —_ 
he is Sacrilegious qu: Sacra legit, id eft, furatur ; (!) who gathereth, thar 4. Briſſon. 

15, ſtealerh ſacred things. And heres it may not unbeſeem men preten- 

ding ro School-Learningz and to Antiquity, torake with them that of the 

Learned and Acute 1fidore of Sivil, (m) touching the difference between 16d. Hiiþal.ls, 
Sacrum, Religioſum, & Santturn. That (faich he) is Sacred, which is - ifferentiay. liz, 
Gods due ; that, Religioms, which pertains to Religious Men ; and that, * 

Holy, which is devored or dedicated by Men. To which he adds, Sacrums 

vero, & Santtum eft : Santtum vero, non continue Sacrum efl, Whatever 

1s Sacred, is alſo Holy : bur all that is Holy 15 not Sacred, This gives 

light into the nature of the thing or fin of Sacrilzdge, according to the 

ule of the Word in holy Writ, and the Language of the beft Antiquity. 

For, all Sacriledge mult needs refer ro ſomewhar properly ſacred, in 
ſenſe of Scripture, Hence Hales, Aquinas, * and other ancient School- * #i ſupre, 
men, deſcribe Sacriledge to be re; ſacre violatio, the violation of ſomewhat 
that is ſacred : That 1s Which God hath ordained to be ſer aparr for his 
Service and Worſhip. OF this Solomon, or rather, God himſelf by Solo- 
mon ; (n) It ts a ſnare to the man that devoureth that thing which 1s holy ; uProv. 10, 25 
and after the Vow to inquire (or3to recalit.) V Vhere Tremellixs renders 
UW by Sacrum. And Jwnms in his Annotations wr ro the ſame 
wo:d ; underſtanding thereby (as the Text intends tt) the things of God, 
or His juſt due. 

Great Uſe is made by a great Zealot (9) againſt Sacrileage , of ſome, yi,, wg orute 
ſharp paſſages of Mr. (; —_ in his Commentary upon that of Prov. her Ser.againſt 
20.25. Who is ſaid to have been forced, by evidence of truth, to confeſs,Sacrileage, 
That now, in the time of the Goſpel,what ſoever ts etther eſtabliſhed by Law) or 
corferred by mans Liberalit) fe the Uſes of Gods ſervice, ts all to be accomn- 
ted ſacred, or holy : And for this cauſe both the raking away of the whole, 
or the diminiſhing of any part of ſuch holy things, is Sacriled e condemned in 
Deur.23.21,22223- Andir is true , that Mr. Cartwright (with roo much 
confidence, following, in this point, the Popiſh Doctors) in his firſt ex- 
prefſions, ſpeaks to that effet, Bur yet, not as if it vvere in mans pow- 
er>by a voluntary Vowor Dedication, to make a thing ſ«cred, whether 
God hath given all the Rules or Dire&ions abour ir, (as he did in all rhe 
Voluntary Offerings, in thetime of the Levitical Law) 0: not. For he 
never meant ir of Gifts made of mens own accord, wherein God had nor 
preſcribed all the Rules and Laws touching both Matter and Aſaer of 
their voluntary Gifts unto God, Where- 


þ Mat.15.9, 


q Mic 6.7. 


7 IaPro. 20.25. 


(cribcd. 


ſMal.-.$. 


T Rom.2.22, 


Secriledge de- 
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Wherefore, how heavily ſoever he falleth upon the fin of $acr1ledge, 
yet he concluderh all with this Explication and Limitation, QOmnod tamen 
non ita accips debet ac fi vora nulla cujuſcung, generts reſcindenda ſint, cum 
he de legitimis Votis & ex preſeripto Verb: fattss, ſint inteligenda, Which 
Expreſſion (of mine; ſaith he)is not io ro be taken, as 1f no Vows of what 
kinde ſoever, were to be reſcinded or recalled ; Seeing theſe things are to 
be underſtood of lawful Vows made by the prelſcript of che V Vord. 

That place, in Dext.23. although it leave a man free, in 2 Free-W;ll-Of- 
fering ; yetitries himincale of a Vow made : But withal, he 15 to per- 
form his Vow according to the preſcript of God. V Vhatever 1s vowed or 
devoted to God, for a divine uſes or for his ſervice and worſhip , 1s Wore 
ſhip. But whatever is ſo offered, 1f not preſcribed by God, 1s Will-Worſhip, 
which he abhorrerh. (p) They might nor offer what they litted ; no, nor 
ſo much as they pleaſed even of what he had preſcribed : not thouſand; 
of Rams, or ten thouſand rivers of Ons (q) (although Elies ſons, and Pa- 
pls ep would have found room enough for all 3) but, what and how 
ma ams, and how much Orb God, in his Laws had appointed. This 
is ſo clear in the Levitical Laws that he that runs may read it. 

If therefore the devoting of Free-V Vill-Offerings could not then legi- 
rimate and make them ſacred, unleſs God himſelf had given the rule 
therein : how can it be ſeriouſly affirmed, That any thing given by men 
under the Goſpel can be ſacred, unleſs it be ſuch as they have received 
V'Varrant and Rules from God, for the giving of it ? And, if not ſacred, 
how can it be Sacriledge to alien it ro common Uſes ? V Vill God own a- 
ny thing as Holy, for which Himſelf hath nor given Order ? 

More Orthodox and clear is the Expoſition (7) of that holy (and now 
bleſſed Saint in heaven) Mr. John Dod : To devony that which us holy, us 
(faith he) to pervert thoſe things which are by God's Ordinance appointed 
for Hus ſervice, from the right Uſe of them to a mans own private gain and 
commodity. Thus the learned Danexs gives almolt the ſame deicription 
of things properly called Sacred;which to purloyn,or alienate,makes guil- 
7 of Sacruledge. Res Drvine appellantur que ſunt ad ſacruns Dei cultur 

eft nate, quaſve ſibi interdifto prolato Dominns reſervavit, & in uſu com- 
mercieg, hominum eſſe vetat. QUuarum rerum furtum, dicitur Sacrileginm. 
They are termed divine things, which are deft inated tothe ſacred Worſhip of 
God, or which by ſome interaitt or prohibition of God, he hath reſerved for 
Himſelf, and forbidden to be imployed for the uſe or commerce of men, The 
fhealug of which things is called Sacriledge. 

Sorhen, Sacriledge (according to Scripture) « the robbing of Godby al;- 
enating Ae: aining , purloyning or perveriing that which ts Gods own, by Divine 
Kight, and thereupon due to the c Aimiter s of the Goſpel ; whether the thing: 
be ſet apart by expreſi Command, or voluntarily given by men , by veriue of 
ſome ſpecial Warrant ard Direttion from God. 

That Sacriledge is a robbing of God, we have His own Word for it both 
in the Old Teſtament (ſ) and in the New (t) .lc is —_ tO offering to 
a Idol ; therefore it nultneeds te a rakgng from God, Andthat this is 
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the C 
: T7 
conmicred by aliening» detaining, parloyning or perverting Of t hings due to 
Miniſters by Divine Righc, 1s clear by that ofthe ſame Apoltle; (#) Thos « 1 Cor.g.g, 
lr not muzzle the month of the Ox» &c.applied roprove the Divne Righe 
which Goſpel- Miniſters have to maintenance from thoſe ro whom they 
preach, Of which, Biſhops Lands were never any part , being no where 
commanded or directed by God. So that the b»1ing of them now, can- 
not be Sacriledpe, 
It hath been indeed confidently afirmed, that Dr. Burges himſelf, Open= 
ly acknowledged at thi Bar of the Houſe of Commons in Parliament, in 
(») his Anſwer to Dr. Hackers ſpeech there made, iwthe nzmes of all the w May rr. 
Deans and (hapters in England (for preventing the alienations of their 1547. 
Lands and Revenues) that 7s raky away thoſe things from the Church, was 
Sacriledge, Bur this 1s an unjult Aſperfion : Dr, Burges d1d indeed de- 
clare a concurrence with Dr. Hacker , in adTirting that the alienating 
from the Church any thing ſertled upon it by Devine Right is Sacriledge : 
but, nothing elſe. It was far from him to include all that Cathedral men 
enjoyed, to be theirs by Divine Right, or roadmir that it was Sacriledge 
to alien any thing that was theirs not by Divine Right ; as thar flaſhy 
jeering Author of the late publiſhed Hi#tory of the Church (upon hear- 
ſay onely, and out of Reſolution, calnmmar: fortiter ) hath fallly repor- 
red him. 

He intended no more in that ſpeech, then what he had long before (x) 
publiſhed, in a Preface to a little Tract of Perſonal Tythes: where he 
uſeth theſe words : « To that Tenet (+:z. that Tythes are duz jwre Di- 
« vine) I ſubſcribe Affirmarively, ex an;ms. But, with Cautions. 1.,Tythes 
« (I ſay not ought elſe) are due by Divine Right ro Miniſters of the 
« Goſpel. 2. I never was, nor (I chink ) ever ſhall be of that Opinion, 
* that all Tythes within ſuchor ſuch a Circuit of ground, now by poſitive 
« Law made but one Pariſh,are abſolutely and withour all Exception, due 
« by Divine Righr,to thePerſon of one ſingle Incumbent there: But rothe 
« Church *,in whoſe name he recerveth them. * Or rather 

Had he granted mores he had deviated from Trath : And ſhould it bs — 

proved by an hundred Witnefles, chat he fully concurred with Dr. thereby co har; 
Hacket in that Point, this could not make — of larger exrenc 
then what it is indeed. What he then ſpake was"on the ſudden, not ha- 
Ving an hours time to ponder his Expreſſions, Thar 15to be taken for his 
Judgement, which upon ſerious ſtudy he had publiſhed ſo many years be- 
fore. Andif any ſuch thing as is charged upon him, fell from him n the 
Houſe of Commons, he doth renounce 1t as an Error. 


x- A 1625, 


If any man ſhall uponthis occaſion, and for more full clearing of this A Digrefſien 
Point, demand ſome further Scripture Grounds, to make it our » that net- O—_— 
ther the late ſelling nor b»1ing of Biſhops Lands is Sacriledge ; let him — 
without prejudice or paſſion, ponder theſe two things. Firſt, Thar Tythes ,,ertaken, 
are the proper maintenance ſet out by God for the c Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


and cannot be alienated wrhont Sacriledge, 2. That there is 10 _—_ mn 
£71 p- 


- 


I. 
Tythes are 
Fure Divine, 


y Mal 3.8. 


{Heb 7-9, 


4 Verl. 10, 
b Verl 4, 


Scripture for the giving of Lavds to Biſhopt, nor ar gument to provt God's 
RY of ns $ holy to the Led And therefore it cannot be $a 
criledge now to alien them, or purchaſe them from the Church, 


The firſt thing undertaken is this, That all yearly tythes of the Grownd, 
Cattle, Fruits, and of all things elſe,areſtill due by Divine Right unto Chr jt, 
and by hins are given to his Servants in the cAimftry of the Goſpel, and may 
not be — 

For proof hereof, conſider theſe fix Particulars : 

I. Tythes are called by God himſelf, his Inheritance » Deurt. 1$.1, 
where he gave to the Levites, two things, the Offerings and T ther, for 
their maintenance. They ſhall eat the Offerings of the Lord made by fire, 
and his Inheritance ; that is » the Tythes. For theſe only were his Inhe- 
rances Which is there diſtinguiſhed from the Offerings made by fire. $0 he 
declared himſelf unto the Levites > Num.18. 24. When ye take of the 
children of Iſrael the Tythes » which I have given you from them for your 
Inheritance. He that gives them as their Inheritance , mult firſt have a 
propriety himſelf in them as his own Inheritance. Hence he chargerh 
with ſacriledge ſuch as detained either of theſe from the Prieſts and 
Levites, as robbing of himſelf, Te have robbed me in Tythes and Of- 
fermgs ('y ). 

2. Nor was this a new Title, raiſed only for maintainance of the Le- 
vitesz With reference to the Levitical Service only; Bur Tythes were 
Gods due long before»and paid as God appointed,where ever he ſet up a 
Prieſt and publike Prieſthood, Evangelical as well as Legal. In fo much 
as Levi himſelf, before he was born; 1s ſaid to have paid Tythes in Abra- 
ham (z). For , he was yet in the loyns of his Father when  Melchiſedech, 
met him (a)- To whom the Patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the 
very Spoyl he had taken in War (b). Melchiſedeck, was (no Legal, bur 
Evangelical) Prieſt of the High God, ar lealt in typ?. For Chriſt him- 
ſelf 1s a Prie#t for ever of the ſame Order, and fo hath the ſame right to 
Tythes, that Melchiſedeck, had. Of which, more by and by. 

3+ If we conſult Goſpel-rimes, it will appear that albeic Goſpel Mini- 
fters were not in actual Poſſeſſion of Tyrhes, at the firlt preaching of the 
Goſpel, nor Curing the Ten grand Perſecaurtions, no more than were the 
Levies in the Wilderneſs : yer Gods right was (till the ſame, and he by 
O:cdinance ſerled chem upon the Minutters of Chriſt, even from the firit 
calling rem to preac!1, For, as of old, They that miniſtred about holy 
thing s,lrved of the things of the Temple ; and they which waited at the Altar) 
were partakers with the Altar: even ſo hath the Lord ORD AIN ED) 
that they which preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor.g. 
13s 14+ 

| Hence the ſame Apolile who wrote this to the Corinthians, gives itin 
cnarge tothe Galatians, (and in themsto all) that had received the Goſpel, 
that every one that ts taught im the Word, ſee that he communicate unto him 
that teacheth, 1n all good things, Gal.6.6. At that time , Chrilts propric- 


DO y 


ty in Tyrhes, could nor be available ro Miniſters, there being no Laws 
among them, to recover them. Therefore He requires them for that pre - 
ſent to lay out ſuch maiurenance as they could well raiſe ; yer ſo,as they 
ſhould communicate i» winr dya2535, iz, 07 of all their goods, (as ſome nor 
improperly tranſlate the Original :) as the Iſraclices did to the Levites at- 
trending the Ark in the W:/derneſs. 

4+ Neither that laſt mentioned Ordinance of God, nor the Charge gi- 
ven to the Galatians, could extend to any Offerings made by Fire or of a- 
ny other Levitical Profs, all which ceaſed, when Chritt (our High Prieſt ) 
had once offered Himſelf up to God, and thereby accoSþliſhed all which 
thoſe Offerings rypihed, and changed the Prieſt-hood. Therefore it muſt 
be meant of Maintenance by T ythes, ſo ſoon at leaſt, as the Goſpel ſhould 
be received by their Covernours, and Laws could be made for putting 
Gods Ordinance in Execution for that ſtanding Maintenance by 
Tythes ; not in Lev:'s right,as Succeflors ro himybur as Servants to Chritt, 

5+ Thar this was the Apoltles meaning, is evident, becauſe Tythes be- 
ing firltpaid (long before Lew) ro CMelchiſedech, a Prielt of Chritts own 
Order ; and, Abraham the Father of the Faithful, ( and in him Lew ) 
paid Tythes unto c Melchiſedech, as the fore-runner of Chrilt , in reſpect 
of Prietthood ; ir neceflarily followerh, that Tyrhes are (till due ro Chritt, 
in whoſe name and right, his Servants the Miniſters ought to take,and en- 
joy them. For the Apoltle, upon this very ground , proves Chrilt ro be 4 
Prieſt after thi Order of © Melchiſedech, not onely becauſe he /:verh, bur 
becauſe alſo he recerverh tythes. Here,ſaich he, (meafiing in Judea,during 
eAarons Prieſthood) men that die receive tythes : but there (that is, where 
Melchiſedech's Prieſthood is exerciſed) He recerveth them, of whom it 1s 


witneſſed that he liveth (c). Which he there applieth co Chriſt, and rono c Heb.7.8, 


other. 


6. Therefore all yearly eythes (by ſome called (4) the firſt tthes) are 4 Dr. Tho God- 
the proper ſtanding Maintenance ſer out by God, for Miniſters of the wis, in Mo. 


Goſpel, in all ſertled and well-governed Chriftian Commonwealths, 
which in obedience toGod make Lays for the due payment of them: for 
that they (till belong to Chriſt as Hw inheritance and portion, payable ro 
ts Miniſters, by way of homage unto him, as his right, from all his peo- 
ple. Andtherefore to alien or imploy them to any other uſe (under any 
pretence whatſoever) is plain Sacri/edge, not onely in thoſe who fo alien 
them, bur in themalſo who ſo poſleſs and imploy them if they be nor 
Miniſters of Chriſt; or being Miniſters,preach not the Goſpel, or procure 
nor others,(if themlelves be diſabled by age or ſickneſs) to doit: it being 
no other bur a robbing of Chriſt, of whar is his proper due, and by God 
made holy ro himſelf. 


The Second Point here undertaken, is, Thas there @ no Warrant in Seri 
ptare for the giving of Land to Biſhops » nor Argument to prove Gods ac- 
ceptance of thens a4 holy to the Lord » and that it can be no Sacrileage now to 
alien them, 


C This 


& Aaron lib.s. 
cap. 3.of Tythes, 


»1 Cor.9, 


ez Pet 3,16, 
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This Point harh ewo branches ro be proſecuted diltin&ly, 
1. That there is no Warr ant in Scripture , for the giving of Land; ts B;. 
ſhops nor Argument to prove Chriits acceptance of them, as holy to the Lord, 
Which appeareth thus. 

1. There is no word in the New-Teltament that requireth, or counte- 
nanceth ſuch endowments. 

The Ordinance for Miniſters Maintenance , recorded by St. Paw! * ex- 
rends no further then to what was allowed to Leviges, While they conti- 
nued : nor, to all thatneither. Offerings made by Fire, are by Chrili 
extin&t, It reacheGindeed to all good things:that 15420 Goods,(nor Lands) 
in the judgement of all Expoſitors, ancient and modern , Popiſh as well as 
Proteltant.It extends therefore to Tythes onely, as the conltant (tanding 
Livelyhood of cAMinifters of the New Teſtament, woere Tythes may be had; 
and, 1n the mean time, to ſuch other competent allowance, in Goods or 
Money, as could be raiſed for them. 

There are ſome Wyre-drawn Arguments (or rather furilous Fancies) 
for Proof of the extent of God's Ordinance, tor Evangelical Miniſters 
Maintenance, even unto Lands alſo, produced by the confident Author 
of a printed Anſwer to a Letter ſaid to be writtenat Oxford, Anno 1647. 
ſuperſcribed ro Dr. Same! T xrner, touching the change of Church Govern- 
ment by Biſhops, and the alienating of their Lands, Which the ſaid Au» 
thor undertakes to prove to be 1mpoſſible to be done with a good Conſcience, 
His Arguments ate taken from ſundry Scriptures, viz, trom Mat. 25. 
[1 was bungry, an4 je fed me, &c.) as allo from At. 10.40. | He that re- 
cexveth you, recerveth me.]| and from Att.5. | rouching Anamas and Sap- 
phira] and from Rom.2.22. | Commutteſt thou Sacriledge ?| But his Argu- 
ments from thoſe Scriptures to prove what he undertakes, are ſo jejune 
and frigid, that they deſerve no anſwer. Howbeit, /eſt he ſhould be wiſe in 
bis own concert, let him take what followeth. That Author undertakes to 
prove the alienating of Church- Lands of Biſhops to be Sacriledge. To make 
way hereuntozhe premiſeth cheſe things ; 1.< That God accepts of things 
« given him and hath a Propriety in chem » as well in the New as in the 
« Old Teſtament. 2. Thar God gets this Propriety as well by accepta- 
« tion of voluntary gifts, as by his command for the giving of them, &c, 
Now unleſs he make 1t out, that Gods Acceptation and Propriety , (as he 
_ it)reach to (hurch Lands of _—_ » his labour is in vain : and 

1s Arguments from thoſe Texts, are no other then a groſs abuſing of the 
Scriptures, like that of thoſe wnlearned and unit able ones, who wreſt them to 
their own deſtruttion (e ), 

His firft Text out of Afat.25. neither doth nor catrextend to Chriſts 
Acceptation of, or Propriety in Church-Lands, voluntarily given to Bi- 
ſhops for their Maintenance. Ir ſpeaks onely of Alms , whereby the 
Hungry, Naked, Sick or Perſecuted Members of 'Chrift are Chrithanly 
relieved : Not the accepting Lands for Biſhops, (ſuch eſpecially, as that 
Author declareth for) who Lord it over God's Heritage, by appropria- 
ting the ſole power of Ordinatron » and Juriſdiltion ro themſelves ; 
ryo 


evo of the moſt ſenſeleſs Dreams thax can be fathered upon thoſe Scri- 


che leaſt hinc of Chrilts Accepration of Lands, for any Uſes whatſoever ; 
but onely of preſent ſupphes of Food, Rayment , and other Neceſlaries, 
ſuitable ro the inſtant wants of his diltrefled Members. 

Bur, ſaith he 3 Doth Chri#t thus accept of meat, and cloathing ; and not 
of thoſe Endowments that bring theſe to perpetuity ? Will he take meat, 
and refuſe Revennes ? and he concludes it of both: adding, that it were 
a ſtrange thing, Chrilt ſhould rake thoſe Gitts ſo kindly for proviſions of 
all called Hi, and that onely His Apoitles and His ſeventy Diſciples ſhould 
be excepted trom ſharing therein. 

This would not ſeem itrange to him were he nor a (tranger to the Scti- 
prures. He might by further ſearch, know, That though Chriit accepted 
of Gifts for the Poor, yet when they were more then there was preſent uſe 
of, they were abuſed, even unde: Chritts own Noſe, by that thief Judas, 


ures, Which the ſame Authour abuſeth * to thar purpoſe. Nor is there + Page 20. 


who bore the Bag (f). And would it were a flander to ſay, That molt off Joh. 12.6, 


thoſe that fince have been truſted with that Bag, and with the large Re- 
venues given to that Uſe, are roo near of Kin to that firſt Treaſurer, 
Under the Old Teflament God made many provigons for the Poor 
but none in Land it ſelf : And how much the Poor ger by the gift of Lands 
(eſpecially after one Age or two) under the Goſpel, 1s roo obvious and 
lamentable ro behold. That Author therefore begs the Quellion by way 
of a confident Interrogation | ll He take Meat, and refuſe Revenues ?] 
which ſhould the Authour be kept from, till he prove it , he might, per- 
haps, ſtarve to Death. 
But as for Chriſts accepting of and having a Propriety in Lands given to 
the Church, for Biſhops, & c. he is out, toro (lo, as far as the Ealt is from 
the Weſt, That Chritt cook care for the Poorzis evident ; and that his 
care was no leſs for his Minitiers, is no leſs a Truth. For he that of old 
made that a Laws Thom ſhalt not muzzle the month of the Ox, that treadeth 


out the Corn ( g );did he it as raking care (onely or chiefly) for Oxen ? nay,g Deur.25.4, 


for our ſakes no doubt is it written ; yea » altogether for our ſakes, faith Sr. 


Pax (b ) in behalf of all Ainifters that labowr in the Word and Meftrine,? " C:9-10, 


Howbeir, from hence to make it good, that that Text in Mar. 25. exteu- 
deth or is extendable to Chrilis accepraxce of the gift of Lands for Him- 
ſelf, or for His Apoliles, or His ſeventy Diſciples, or any of their Suc- 
ceflors, will require time till the thirtierh day of Febrnary » Or the Greek, 
Kalend; come about. 

As for Chrilt himſelf, (alchough he were of the Blood-Royal, of the L;- 
wage of David;both by his Mothers fide, and by his ſuppoſed Farhers 
t90)(:)He profeſlerh < 
He ; for the one had Holes, the other Ne##s, but he had nor ſo much as a 


at very Foxes and Birds were bercer providedthen Luk.2.4. 


Room or Pillow on which He might /ay His Head (k,) : And when Hey Mar.3.29. 


ſent out the Twelve, His charge was (1), Provide neutherGold y nor Sil- 
ver nor Braſs in your Purſes, nor Scrip for your journey, neither tws (0ats» 
&c, Nor, that He meant co ſtarve them : | for He took care that provi- 
CY {;0n 


[ Mat.10.9.10. 


mLuk 22.35, 
# Mar, x9,10. 


# Aactgo, 
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ſion ſhould be made for their preſent ſupply,by thoſe ro whom they prea- 
ched, ſo as they wanted nothing (m) : and thar upon this account, That 
the labourer is worthy of his hire (#). May it not then,upon berter grounds, 
be rerorred, (rift would accept of no Lands or Houſe for Himſelf, and for. 
bad even Gold and Silver to His gApoitles, therefore he will not accept, own, 
or hold the Lands of Biſhops, eſpecially of ſuch as he never owned? Not that 
it is unlawful now,for Minitters that preach the Goſpel, toreceive alloy- 
ance, but that thoſe words of our Lord, in Mat.25. hadnorelation there- 
unto. 

And albeit (ifwe give credit to Platina, Petrms de Natalibmand others) 
Pope Urban 1 . about the year of Chrilt 2 33. by an Epiltle Decreral, or- 
dained, That the Church might enjoy predia, quorum proventibus alendgs 
ftatuit Ecclefie Miniſtrosz8cc. Poſlehonszout of which Profits, he appoine 
red the Miniſters of the Church to be maintained ; and fo:bad the alien1- 
ting thereof,under pain of Excommunication:which Pope Lacimne 1.after- 
wards (o) ſeconded ; and Pi 2. long after him (p) confirmed as a Law, 
Yet he that ſhall trace the beſt Ecclefaaltical Hiſtories, ſhall findes that the 
Church was endowed with no Lands, eyen in the greateſt advancement 
of Biſhops by (on Ft antine the Great, Ir 1s true, that in che ſuppoſitious 
Donation of Conſtantine, it is ſaid, That upon the Churches Which he Cre- 
&ed to the honour of the blefled Apoſtles Peter and Pani, poſſeſſionum 
predia contulit, he conferred the ſpoils of Poſleſſions (gotten by War :) 
Yer this, in the Language of thoſe times, and of the Ciw1/ Law , did not 
extend to the Lands themſelves, but onely to the Profits of them. 

Bzfore Conſtantine, Biſhops could enjoy no Lands : for even in the be- 
ginning of his raign, the Biſhop of R ewe himſelf, Sylveſter, and his Al 
{ociares in the Miniſtry, were fam to hide for ſafety of their Lives, in the 
Hill Sarafte, about twenty miles diſtant from R owe, fince called Monte 
a Sylveſtro ; as by that very Donation appearerh. Nor did that Empe- 
roar endow the Biſhops with Lands, but onely gave them large Allowan- 
ces out of Lands : for which a voice 1s ſaid to be uttered from Heavens 
Hodie ſeminatur Virus 1n Eccleſia. 

But be it as the Papalims, and rhis Author perhaps, would have it ; that 
ſuch Decrees were-made by Urban 1. Lucizs 1. and others, for enjoying 
of Lands; yet the very beſt Original Title of Biſhops ro Church-Lands,is 
not from Chriſt himſelf, by vertue of what he ſpake Afar. 25. bur onely 
from ſome Popes of Rome, His pretended Vicars. 

Touching the ſecond Text, Mat.1 0.40. it is ſo clearly meant of the A- 
poliles Mimftry (not Biſhops Lands) and of their entertainment for pre- 
ſent ſupply of Neceflaries (not for Pomp and Stare, and; of giving them 
Gold and Silver enough to maintain it) that it may well be wondered (e- 
ven by a w;ſe man) with what forehead that Aurchour could apply that 
Scripture to Chrilts accepting and owning the Gifrs of Biſhops Lands, 
which in thoſe times, were not ſo-much as drean'd of by any Biſhop or A- 
poſtle of Chriſts Ordination, 

All which that Text can imply is but this,. That be that receiveth - 

Apoitle 


of the # 

Apeſtlers receiverh Himſelf , and His Father alſo ; by vertue whereof, He 
and His Facher will eftectually move the hearts of tlie Receivers, to ſee 
chat His Apoliles ſhall want nothing, while they are imployed in preaching 
rothem. Which what it can conduce to prove Chrilts acceptante of 
Lands for a perpetual Maintenance (which by no Story appeareth to be 
enjoyed) of His Apoſtles, muſt be left onely ro Impudence to make 
forth, 

Nor was Anama and his wite ſmitten,or ſomuch as queſtioned, Alt.5. 
for ſelling of Lands devoted to God and the Church ; bur for their dif- 
ſembling» and /yimg wito God. For whereas in the firlt receiving of the 
Goſpel by the preaching of Peter, many thouſands were likely upon thar 
very account (at that time) ro ſtarve, being hated and perſecuted for be- 
teving in Chriſt ; ſuch as were rich ſold their Etates, and pur all into one 
common Banck or Purſe, for Relief of the whole Community of B2liev- 
ers. Ananas and Sapphira pretended to do the like ; they ſold their Lands, 
yet brought but part of the price rothe Apoſtles, andprerended , thac 
what they ſo brought was the whole. And being queſtioned by Peter, 
whether this were Ab, they ſold their Lands for ; they both with impu- 
dence, ſtood to their firſt Lye ; and) for that, were condemned, and ſmir- 
ten with death : not for Sacr:/edge by ſelling Lands ; but for Hypecriſie,in 
making the world believe more then was true ; and by defrauding the 
Church of part of that which he pretended ro dedicate unto God, for 
the Relief of (not Miniſters, bur) che poor Brethren > that then held all 
things in Common: There being then no Lands or Revenues ſold, or ſer 
forth for Miniſters, nor did theſe Hypocrites prerend unto it. Howbeit, 
in as much as they pretended to give all, and yet kept back part of the 
price, which they profeſſed to devote rothat publick Service of God and 
his People, they are not to be excuſed of Sactiledge ; Not becauſe the 
voluntarily devored it, without a Command (for Chrilt himſelf, in ſuc 
caſes of Extremity had commanded the imparting of what might be ſpa- 


red (q);) but becauſe they had defrauded the Church, and abuſed the , Luk. 3. rt... 


world, the Apoſtles, and God himſelf, of what they had with great ſhew 
of piety and charity profeſled freely to give, even when the giving of 
the whole was not required. 

Bur that great ruffling flourifh which this Author makes thereupon; 
That generally all the Fathers both of the Greek, and Latine Church, make 
his crime to be a robbing of God of that wealth, which by Vow or Promiſe 
w4s now become Gods propriety : 1s nothing z 45 to the aliening the Lands 
of Biſhops, or of the Church, (which is the point he undertook to prove ;) 
for his crime in /yings and defrauding » lay not 1n ſelling or alienating of 
Lands, but in the price of them. And ſo all Expoſicors Ancient and 
Modern agree : which comes not up to our Authors purpoſe, : 

Bur, whereas he, pag. 26. alledgeth Calvin and Beza- » as- being 
of the ſame judgment with the Fathers herein : ir is worth the 
noting to obſerve how corruptly he tranſlateth cheir words which he 
producerh.” (alvin,ſaith he » ſpeaking of that fact of Ananac Sacrum 
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eſſe _ 79 which this man thus tranſlateth, He profeſſeth that 
his Land ſhould be a ſacred thing umto God. And Bexz.a t00, Predium Dey 
conſecraſſent : the man and his wife had conſecrared-their Land unto 
God. This he doth, to wiredraw that Text , to make it reach to the 
unlawfulneſs of ſelling of Church- Lands of Biſhops : whereas he abuſeth 
both theſe Authors , and the Text it ſelf, by ſuch a falſe Tranſlation, 
Calvin ſaith not, that g Ananias profeſſeth his Land ſhould, be ſacred unto 
God ; but the money he made of it , ſhould be all ſacred unto the Lord, 
Nor can Beza's expreflion of predinm,fignihe Lands ; for that were ex- 
preſsly ro contradit the Text, which ſpeaks 1t of the price, nor of the 
Land. Nor is he blamed for ſelling Land devored to God ; but, for 
being falſe in his account of the ſale, which he pretended to make unto 
Peter ; yea unto God the Holy Ghoſt himſelf. Oh, what Fig-leaves is 
Error forced to cover its nakedneſs withal, when called out by Truth to 
ſhew ir ſelf in the open light ! : 

And, as touching that of the Apoſile, Rom.2.2 2. | commutteſt thou [a- 
criledge ?) It is not denyed, but that there is now ſuch a fn as ſacriedge, 
under the Goſpel in the New Teſtament ; that it is as odious in a Chri- 
fiian, as ever it was ina Jew ; and is more immediately a tranſgreſlion 
again(t God, than other fins againſt the ſecond Table. Bur (hill this Au- 
thor begs the queſtion in extending this to Lands, while he producerh no 
proof or inſtance ar all for ſuch an Interpretation. Yea , thoſe very 
inltances which he alledgeth out of 1revexs and Origen , refer to goods, 
not to Lands. And, what he adds, | viz. So, the Fathers generally) rmuit, 
by his own inſtances laſt mentioned); be limitred to what himſelf hath al- 
ledged out of [renews and Origen, Elſe , it were ridiculous to ſay, 
So the Fathers generally » if they ſpeak in another ſenſe. How Kings 
have, long afrer the reign of Conſtantine the Great given Lands, &c. to 
che Church, ſhall after be ſhewed in due place. 

But whereas this Author , to prove Gods propriety by voluntary 
v1fts, not commanded, gives inſtance in the Temple, as a thing accepted 
and owned, bur not commanded of God ; he was ſurely aſleep when he 
did it. Did not God fore-rell , and fore-Ordain a Place which himſelf 
ſhould chuſe to cauſe his name to dwell there ? Demt.12.11. And if our 
Authour do not take upon him to be wiſer then Solomon, he muſt con\ 
feſs this to be meant of that very Temple, For ſo Solomon himſelf calls 
it the place of which God had ſaid, My name ſhall be there, 1 Kin.$.29, 
And albeit David, for that be had been a man of war, and had ſhed blood, 
x Chro.28,3. was forbidden to build that houſe : yer Solomon, by Gods 
expreſs appointment (which hath the force of a Command) was choſen 
ro build that Howſegver.6. Who could imagine ſuch frothy fiuff ro prove 
his ſecond Propoftion, of Gods propriety in things voluntarily given, 
_— a command , could fall from the bold pen of ſuch an high-flown 

uthor ? 

He alſo confidenely aftirmeth, (7) that to ſay, Thar God accepts of nioney 
that Land was ſold for » and not of the Land it ſelf (and inftanceth in the 

very 
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very caſe of eAnamas ) is contrary not only ro. all reaſon, and praQtiſe 
of all the world; bur, ro what God himſelf bath expreſſed in the Old 
Teſtament : this (mm his ſenſe ) 1s fo falſe, that ic cannot but altoniſh a 
modeſt Reader that knoweth the cruth , ro finde him ſo boldly to af- 
firm what there is no foot-ſtep for in all 'the Old Teſtament : As ſhall 
noiy appear in the enſuing Diſcourſe , wherein that Authors Imperrti- 
nencies ſhall rake up no more room. To return therefore to the proof 
of the firſt branch of the poinc before undertaken, That there is no war- 
rant in Scriptures for gruing Lands to Biſhops, nor proof of (hriſts accep- 
tance of them; take notice, 
2. The Prieſts and Levites ſpecially Aaron himſelfgwere prohibiced to 
have any Inheritance in Lands by divine Lot, among their Brethren (s).* Num. 18.26, 
And this was to be a Statute rates their generations for ever (t).t ver.z3. 
The Reaſon was given beforeunto Aaron, / am thy part and thine inher1- 
rance;&® c,That is,his portion inT ythes and Offering s,cue from Iſrael unto 
him;ſhould be theirs. For ,of theſe,to wit, Tyrhes,he there expreſly ſpeak- 
eth, (#) 1 have given them to the Levites to inherit , therefore I have « Ver.24. 
ſaid unto them, Among the children of Iſrael they ſhall have no inheritance, 
Levi was a Tribe that made up a twelfth part of Iſrael : yer ſocare- 
ful was God to prevent their claim to any Lands, by divine Lor, thats 
when the reſt of the Tribes were numbred, in order to their ſeveral Lots 
in Land,God gave expreſs order ro Moſes, not to number the Tribe of 
Levi, nor to taks the ſum of them ; but, to appoint them over the Taber- 
nacle of the Teftimony, &c, Whereby, is more then implyeds that their 
Office of Priefthood was then a bar to their inkeriting of Lands ; to ſuch 
eſpecially as were chief among them , and were always to atrend the 
Tabernacle ; as did the High Prieft. 
Indeed the inferiour Prieſts and Levices, being numerous , did not, 
could not all atrend the Altar at once ; but had their ſeveral courſes 
| and orders for waiting there, Therefore were they appointed by God, 
| to ſpread all over Iſrael (when cheir courſes at the Altar were over) to 
inſtrult the people in the Law of God (w), in their turns. Which being ſo, » Deur.z3.r6 
there was a neceſſity of preparing ſome places for their own habitation, 
and ſome ground for their Cattle, which they were to make uſe of,as well 
for their domeſtick provigonas for travelling berween choſe habirations 
and the Altar, when their turns came abour. 
Upon this ground, God by Moſes, layd his Command upon the children 
of Iſrael, that they ſhould give unto the Levites, of the inheritance of their 
Poſſeſſions, Cities to dwell in—= and Suburbs for the Cities round about 
for their Cattle , Goods and Beaſts, Num.3 5.15243- But of theſe none 
were appointed to the High Prieſt, who was always to reſide abour che 
Tabernacle and Altar. His portion, and ſuch as ſerved at the Alcar in 
Perſon, conſiſted in Offerings , and in a Tenth of the Tyrhes, which the | 
Levites were to pay» b:fore they ſhared the reft among themſelves (x) x Neck. 20.3% 
But Lands he had none. ; gs 
And, as for Levites , diſperſed over Iſrael; alchough they had _ 
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and ſome Lands : yet God limired both. For the Iſraelices might noe 
give what they would ; but, ſo many Ciries and no more ; ſo much Land 
3 Num.35. abour them, and no more. The number of Cities were in all 48. (7) 

:,3.6c, (among which, fix were to be Cities of Refuge :) the names of all which, 
and the allotment of them to' the ſeveral Families of the Levires;, are 
ſer down in the 21 of Joſhnah. Their Suburbs alſo were bounded by 
2 ſet number of Cubires. For ſo God > yen the —_— lay- 

' 26.4. ing (2), The Suburbs of the Cities, which ye ſhall grve unto the Leviter, 
——_— all o—_ from the 4 the City, and —— thouſand Cubites round 
about. The Iſraelites might not give, nor would God accept one Cubite 
more ; although the Levites were (as 1s before faid) a twelfth part of 

Iſrael. 

Burt here take notice, that thoſe Cities were not inhabiced by Levires 
only. Others dwelc therein, and had ſhares alſo in the reſidue of che 
Lands adjacent as well as they : Only care was to be taken that in 
every one of thoſe Cities and Suburbs , ſo many of the Levices as were 
deſigned to each City, ſhould be firſt accommodated and well provi- 
ded for : and the remainder, if any were, ſhould (lll be inhabiced by the 
Owners of thoſe Cities now allotred to the Levites. 

$ That this was ſoyis evident by the City of Hebron(or Kiriath- Arbagthe 
The Father City of Arba (4),a Great man» that firit founded it :) for that City being 
of Anah, given tothe Kohathites,who (among the Levires) had the firſt Lot (b),was 
14" .M yet inhabired alſo by Calebzto whom Joſhnah had before given it for anin- 

_ 1x, heritance (c). Thereforegafter mention of diſpoling Hebron to the Ko- 

e Joſh, 14.13, hathites by the free Lot of the 1Iſraclites » it 1s ſaid , But the Fields of 
14: the City, and the Villages thereof, gave they to Caleb the Son of Jephun- 
d Joh, 21.12, neth for his poſſeſſion ( d). Our” of which Fields , it is manifeſi by the 
next verſe, that the Swbarbs were excepted : for theſe were given to the 

e VEL.I3, Sons of g Aaron the Prieſt (Ce). 

Now then, if Biſhops take upon them (as of late they did) to be 
above ordinary Prieſts, Presbyrers, or Miniſters, as , Aaron, above the 
ordinary Prieff: and Lewites ; 1t18 as clear as Analogie can make ir, that 
there 18 no colour or ſhew for a warrant out of the Old Teſtament to 
inable Biſhops to hold any Lands ; or, for others, to give them : bur an 
expreſs Law againlt ir. Ir 15 true>that afrer the Temple was built, there 
was (no doubt) conveniency of habitation, and perhaps of ſome Lands 
for the Cartle of the High Prieſt, who is not ro be thought worſe pro- 
vided for, than his inferiours. And when Biſhops can make it our, that 
they are as Aaron, above the reſt of Chrilts Miniſters, the like ought 
be allowed to them, while they continued. 

Nevertheleſs , thoſe Cuties of Refuge, and the reſt, ſer out for the 
Levies, with the Suburbs pertaining to them , for the Cattle of thoſe 
Levites that were imployed in the ſeveral parts of Iſrael to be teaching 

f > Chr.r5.3. Prieſts (t) of the Laiy of God to the people, (which Lands, by Gods 
g Lcv.25.34- command were not to be alrenared (g);) may, b analogie, be a good ar- 
gument to prove that Lands ſerled upon the faichful and painful Mim- 

ſters 
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ers of each particular Congregation, or Pariſh Churchs as Glebes , for 
their habirtarion , and neceflary provihon of Cacrle for their uſe, are 
accepted of God, as ſacred ; becauſe Himſelf commanded the like for 
the Prieſts of the Law, who had ſundry other obventions and in-comes 
by the Levitical Offerings and Sacrifices, which Miniſters now cannoc 
enjoy : and, it cannot be chought that God or Chrilt will be more want- 
ing to Miniſters of the Goſpel, than to the Prieſts of the Law. And as 
God forbad the ſale of thoſe Lands vvhile that Prieſthood continued ; 
ſo it vvill accordingly follow , that parochial Glebes are not to be ſold 
from the Church, ſo long as they be imployed for the maintenance of 
ſuch Miniſters as truly and faithfully preach the Goſpel to the people of 
thoſe places,where ſuch Lands are grven.For the very Churches co which 
they are annexed, vvere builr by men of quality and piety, for the good 
of the ſouls of the /iving : and thoſe Glebes vvere beltowedsfor the incou- 
ragement of ſuch Godly Paſtors as minittred unto them the bread of 
life, ſo far as the Founders vvere able to judge. 

Indeed, vrhere Popes have appropriated them to his ral an tools and 
Creatures , Or unto thoſe Ang ear Stables, the Monaſteries erected in 
hetghe of Popery,vvho never rook care to feed the Flocks of God in thoſe 
places ; there, they that.called themſelves the Church , tirit led the vvay 
to Sacriledges in the point of Glebes , by perverring and aliening them 
from their true uſe , ro pamper the bellies of Epicures, and co maintain 
the State and Pomp of Atheifis , under the name and habir of the Pre- 
latical Clergie. Let none therefore vvho are of the Prelatical Party, 
and cry out ſo much againſt Sacr:i/edge, blame the lare Parliament for 
ſelling ſome Glebes that had been 10 appropriated, and umproptiated ; 
for they did but therein follow the ſame path vvhich thoſe carnal Pre- 
lates had trodden out unto them. Which , if it be Sacriledge, it is no- 
thing but vvhar the Papa! Church had taught chem ro commur, 

If any ſhould dream, that the ſetting out of - the holy portion of Land 


about the Santftnary (h), ſhewed to Exekyel in a Vihton (as atype andy, pz. ,c. & 
PR of the ſtare of the Churches of Chriſt under the Goſpel,) is cap. 48. 


oth a vvarrant, and command to ſet out Land; to be holy wnto God, utt- 
der the New Teſtament : that would be no other bur a manifeſt per- 
verting and oyerthrowing of the genuine ſenſe of choſe Scriprures, 

For, although it be on all handwagreed, that from the 40 chapter of 
Ezekiel to the end of that Book , the main ſcope 1s to decipher and 
deſctibe the ſtare of the Church under Chriſt and his Goſpel ; yer ir 1s 
not affirmed by any one Author, that the Temple there intended , and 
Gods command there giveh touching the ſetting our of Lands for the 
lame; are ro be emderftodd properly according to the Grammarical con- 
ſirudtion of rhe vvords, as if God meant to ere another new material 
Temple at Hier»ſalem in Judea ; and; to revive and eſtabliſh the ſame 
Levitical Offerings and Sactifices formerly offered by , Aaron and his 


Sons , to be again offered by Zadeck, and others of Aarons Order. Buts .. -,, .. 
tharall is ſpoken in a figure; and in a ſpiritual ſenſe ; yer, under legal xc. ,o, 
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reſhons, and by vvay of allufion to the material Temple of Solowen, 
as being the moſt glorious inſtance chat could then be found, to illuſtrace 
and moſt lively co ſer forth che far more glorious eliare , and ſpiritual 
. endowments of the Evangelical Church of Chriſt , che New Hieruſalem, 
$ Heb, 12. 22. yyhich ſhould ſo far exceed that in J«dea, as the Heavenly Hiernſalem (;) 
doth the earthly ; and; as the ſpirunal Temples of the living God do ex- 
cel that of Solomon. Wherefore, to dravv an argument thenc?s for the 
conſecrating of Lands in a proper ſenſe for the maintenance and ſtate of 
Biſhops » is not only to proclaim him ro be a weak man that doth ir, but 
to publiſh ro all the vvorld that there is no ground in Scripture (as in- 
deed there is nor) to found any Title of Biſhops Lands upon. 
The Original The Original then (and by conſequent, the Title) of Biſhops Lands, 
of Biſhops in this Kingdom, can derive no further or higher than the abuſed magni- 
T _ iv E%%- ficence and bounty of Princes and others , nuzzelled in —_ and 
A ſuperſtion, both before and fince the Conqueſt, in the height of Popery; 
' vvhereby Monalteries and Cathedrals have been endowed vvith large 
portions of Land and other Revenues , under the ſpecious pretence of 
giving thens to God, and Holy Church : even to the impoveriſhing nor 
of private Families alone,bur of the Kingdom alſo. Nor vvere they given 
indeed co maintain a Preaching Miniſtry, to inſtru the people in the 
true knowledge of Chri(t and his Goſpel (for this,molt of rhoſe men that 
held thoſe Lands ever perſecuted ; ) bur , for Superſtitious ends and 
uſes ; and imployed (for the molt part) ro maintain the Riors, Pomp and 
State, and other exceſſes and luſts of Abby-Lubbers , and other belly- 
gods and drones, to the great diſhonour of God, and ſcandal of the 
Goſpel. 
refore it is to be obſerved , that the greateſt and richeſt indow- 
ments of Cathedrals and Monaſteries with Lands in England, were 
made when Satans Throne was molt exalted, and his Kingdom in greateſt 
peace, even in times of thickeſt Popiſh darkneſs ; when even Kings 
themſelves, and Nobles ſcarce knew a letter , nor the reſt underſtood any 
thing of Chriſt or Religion ; no, nor of the very Laws of the Nation,but 
what the Prelatical Popiſh Glergie ( whoſe policy and intereſt it vvas 
to keep all in grofleſt ignorance) thought & at {ome ſpecial rimes, for 
their own gain and advantages to communicate. The Clergie being the 
ſole Maſters of the times » and holdjng all che chief Offices and Places 
of Power and Judicature even in the State,as vvell as in the Church, did 
vvhat they liſt both with King and People. And with their familiar ſpi- 
rit of Excommunication (the great Mormoand ſcare-crow of the Laity) 
theycould and did conjure in to their own and ocher Churches, what 
quanrities of Lands,or of ought elſe that was benefical, they pleaſed. 
"Bur in nothing did they exerciſe ſo much tyrannie, as over the con- 
ſciences of men, according to what was prophecied by their greatly pre- 
rended Patron and Pillar , St.Peter (k), who gave warning long before 
of their wiles and tricks, whereby » through covetonſneſ;, » ney ained 
wards, they won!d make merchandiſe of the people, This they did » not 
only 
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only 28 of old, that ſwallowed up the needy, firſt by making them 
r; then buying them for filver » and the needy for ſhoves (1) ; * Amo... 
=o thoſe Merchants of Babylon , whoſe Merchandiſe was not of beaſts 
and ſheep, of Horſes and Charets, of Slaves and bodies alone, but of Souls ; 
of men (m). mRev, 18.13, 
And as they kept the people in ignorance, the more eaſily to prey 
upon them : ſo they purpolely winked at all their wickedneſs, their adul- 
reriess rapes, murders and other villanies which chey commitrred againſt 
others of the Laity , cill they ſaw ic moſt ſeaſonable ro carve large 
gobbers out of their Eſtates, vvhen they had them ſure vvithin their 
Nets. Then, they would (to this end) fall foul upon them, cerrifying 
| them with unſufferable rorments, firſt in Purgatory, and afterwards in 
| Hell ic ſelf ; unleſs they ſpeedily gave ſuch, large portions of their beſt 
| Lands as theſe Harpies pleaſed,to expiate their fins, and to prevent thoſe 
; miſeries. Which 1f they did, they were preſently abſolved, and pro- 
claimed meritorious z eſpecially, if they could be drawn to give ſo much, 
as might redeem the ſouls of their deceaſed Anceſtors roo, out of Pur- 
gatory tortures. By this , they merited Heaven ; but, without this, they 
mult expe Hell for their portion. Strong Arguments to weak and filly 
Souls abuſed by blind Guides. 
All which Donations, they were made to believe were given unto 
God, and ro ſome Saint : whereupon they needed not ro doubr of their 
own pardons, and the releaſe of their Anceſtors out of Purgatory fire, 
which kept the Kitchins of thoſe ſoul -killing Prelates ſo warm. 
All choſe Charters muſt (for the better grace of the buſineſs) begin 
with the Name of God, as if all were given co him, and that he accep- 
ted thereof 3 meaning, to themſelveszto cramb their purſes and panches, 
tothe uſe of the Devil. Therefore when he or his imps had any muſ- 
chief ro a& , they uſually made /» Des nome , Amen | In the name of 
God Amen] the Preface to it. Whence that old Proverb, I» nomine 
Domini incipit one malum. When they had a minde to fleece any 
man, God himſelf mutt be made a party, to countenance their avarice; 
even when God was not truly and indeed i” all their thowghts (n) ; and » Plal.ro,g. 
their eyes and their thoughts were not but for their ——— (0), #9 Jerar. 17, 
Nor would the Donors have parted vvith ſuch ample Terriories,but as 
being made to believe by thoſe Merchants ro whom they gave chem, or 
by their Agents and Factors that thereby they ſarisfyed God for their 
ſins, and expiated the guilt of ſome hideous and hainous wickedneſs 
which they had before committed : ors as hiring the Priefts and Monks 
that were to enjoy thoſe Lands to redeem the Souls of their Anceſtors 
out of Purgatory, or to curſe their Enemies with Bell, Book, and Candles 
- as the manner then was, the more to pleaſe (or rather fool) the igno- 
rant Founders , whom by ſuch means they cheated of ſuch large do- 
nations ; as any indifferent man vers'd in the Hiſtories of thoſe times 
cannot tut know, 
And left this ſhould be thought a ſlander, take bur theſe few inflances 
D 2 or 
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for proof thereof. Firſt, in the very Body of the Popes Canon- Lan, 
(which is enough to filence for ever all ſuch as plead for ſuch Popiſh Do- 
nations) it is declared as a Maxime not to be denyed, /lle qui donat, pro 
p Dewret.par.z., redemptione Anime ſue, non pro commodo Sacerdoths offerre probatur (p). 
cauf.12.9.3.C, He that gives ought rothe Church,dorh it for the Redemption of his Soul, 
Poniifices, not for the gain of the Prieſt. And this Shooing-Horn was held out, the 
more eaſily to draw on other mens Revenues, upon their Feer, who gave 
out this for a Law, that all ſuch Gifts redeemed the Souls of the Donors 
and of all others that they plerſed co mention in their Donations :; which 
was, indeed, to give tothe Devil, not unto God : becauſe it makes man 
his own Saviour, and denieth the ſatisfaC&tion made by Chriit ; which 1s a 

Doltrine of Devils. | 
HowrheB'ſhops In this manner did Kenwph, King of the Weſt Saxors, about the year ot 
Landsar Fells, Chriſt 966. endow the Church of St. Andrew in Wells (then a Monaſtery) 
were firſt given yith a large Patrimony in Lands, in and about wells, Mendip, and other 
=o os places adjacent ; ſome of which Dr. Burges hath now bought. For in 
oy 75% his Charter (q) he declareth char he didit, pro expratione delitorun ſus- 
: rum nec non ( quod verbo dolendum eſt ) pro vexatione. inimicorum {norum 
(ornubie gemtis : © For the expiation of his (ins, and (whict he was ſorry 
« for) for the vexation of the Corniſh People. That is, to ture the 
Monks of wells, to curſe the Corniſh Men , which he could not ſubdue by 
his Sword. And verily he hadneed to doſonewhar for expiating his fins, 
as the Do&rine of thoſe rimes, (wherein the ſufficiency of Chrilts ſatiſ- 
faction for true Penitents was concealed) ran. For he was ſo much given 
ro Adultery, thateven after that grear gift,he could not leave that (ingbut 
rather grey more bold to continue it: as appears by his going in that 
r Sim Danel.ci- Errand to one of his Concubines which he kept at Merton (r) (or Marton) 
re1 by Speed & in Devon, whece he was diſcovered, ſurrounted by Enemies, (i all proba- 
Yaakſoa, bilicy the Corniſh, who knew his hiunt) and there ſhin. So Divine was 
the gift of che Mannor of Wells. Ando highly did God accept and own 
it as His Pcopriery, that the Curſe which the King intended co fall uzon 
his Enemies, fell upon his own head, by thoſe very Enemies whom he had 

hired the Monks of wells tocurſe, 

And that this was the High-Way wherein the Popiſh Clergy of Eng- 
land, long before (as well as ſince) the Conqueths, conſtantly Sevalied ; 
Take one Teſtimony more of that famous Gi/das the Elder, (ſurnamed 
Sapiens ) who being a Britain Preſbyter, within the Sixth (entary,or hun- 
dred of yeers after Chriſt, thus chargeth the Popiſh Clergy of his time, 
who had ſuck'dthetr Principles from Anguſtine the Monksſent from Rome 
on purpoſe ro advance the State and Pomp of the Clergy, under colour 
[ Eeelef. 9-dia- of planting the Chriſtian Faichin England: For thus he ([): Britania habet 
__ « Bil. Sacerdotes , ſed nonnullos inſipientes ; quamplurimos Minſtros ſed multos 
res. mpudentes ; Clericos, ſed quoſdam raptores, ſubdoles ; Paſtores ut dicun- 
tr ſod occifiom ammarum lupos parates:quippe non commods plebis providen- 
tis, ſed propru plenitudinem ventris querentes. Eccleſie domos habentes, ſed 
exs (#7 pis tucri gratia-adenntes, &c, © Britain ((aith he) hath Priefts,, bur 
« {0:6 
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« ſome of them very Dolrs : very many Miniſters, but many of them im- 
«prdent ones : Clergy-men, bur very Thjeves and Cheaters : Paſtor;,as 
« they are termed, bur in truth Wolves,ſtanding ready to {lay and fly the 
« Souls of the Sheep; for that they ſeek nor the good of the People, bur 
« the crambing of their own Beliies : they have Church-Houſes,bur never 
« repair to them,unle(s for thetr own filchy Lucre. Againzthar he might ler 
all-men ſee that he involved the Biſhops of chole times » yea even the 
Pope himſelf within this Charge, he addeth, Sedem Petri LApoſteli im- 
mundis pedibus Vſurpantes, ſed merito cupiditatts in Jude Traditoris Peſti- 
lentie fr he. defidentes, & With unclean feer, they Uſurp the Sear 
of the Apoltle Peter ; but through Coverouſneſs , they rather fit indeed 
« in Jud his Chair of Peltilence. | This, with much mere , that highly 
eſteemed Author, writes of the Clergy of his time : which future ages did 
not "1ake berrer. 
For,fince the Conqueſt, the Prelates and Monks have been more high- a 
flown,& graſped moreLandsupon the ſame account with the former)into 
their Poſlefſion,rhen cheic Predeceflors ; in ſo much as the Clergie, Monks 
and Nuns of England, being nor a fortieth (nay not a hundredrh) part of 
the Kingdom, had by theſe wiles-and devices gotten (as ſome incelligenc 
men have compured) athird part of all che prime Lands in the Nations 
inco their clutches, at what time King Henry the Eighth began to ſeize 
the leſter Monaſteries : and all upon the ſame ground of meriting Salva- 
tion for themſelves and their Relations, dead, or unborn. 
Thus Henry the Third) in the ninch of his Reign (himſelf being then 
but eighreen years of age) was hook'd intothat Great Charter, (ſo much 949% Chants, 
cryed up by the Prelarical Clergy) ro which he thus prefaceth : Henry, by 
the Grace of God, King of England, &c. to all Archbiſhops Biſhops, &c. 
Know ye that We, unto the Honour of God, and for the Salvation of the Sol: 
of Our Progenitors and Suceeſſors, Kings of England, & c. have given and 
ranted;&c.to which all the Biſhops and Abbots, as well as others,were of 
Counſel,and Wirnefles: by which it appears, that this Charrer was grant- 
ed to merit Salvation : (o as however the honowr of God be mentioned; 
yet the diſhonour of God and Chritt lay at the bottom of that Grant, in 
reference to the Foundation laid in his heart by the Prelates, 
The ſame is after declared in the Starure De Proviſorib. Beneficior. in 
the 25 of Edw. 3. where it is expreſly ſai4 : «© That the Church of Eng-" This was c- 
* /and, was founded in the State of Prelacy within the Realm of England, = pretended, 
« by his Grandfather, (which was Edw.1.) and his Progenitors , and by gn 09 © few 
« the Earles, Barons, and other Nobles of the ſaid Realm, and their An- by ſome few,ve” 
« ceſtors, to inform them and the People of the Law of God * ; and tory rarely; as 
« make Hoſpitality, Alms, and ocher Works of Charity , in the places He Rurtas of 
« \yhere the Churches were founded for che SOULS of the Founders,therr olainl — 
«\eires, and all Chriſtians, &c. In which Act, the Biſhops, as well as 0-5. a Penis 
thers, joyned, thereby proclaiming to the world, the ſuperſtitious Foun- ad ann.. 1253. 
Gations of getting ſo many Lands to the Church, Ro 
Yea, ſo zealouſly benc were the Prelates of thoſe times to augmentthe 7 2 
Churches 
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de penit. & re - 
miſſ.ca, Cum 4- 
mma, 


Cap, 36. 


* Recauſe 


all Tyrthes, 


ſo convey 


Lords, 


Taxes and Eſ- 
cheres. There- © | p . 
fere many did Liberty of reſuming Lands dedicated to the Church , andan imploying 


Lands, to co- 
zen the King, 


and other chic Next after Heyry che Third, ſucceeded his Son, Edward the Firſt, who 


The Firſt Payt 


t Lindw.1.5.tir. Churches Patrimony, that a (onſtiration (r) was made in a Provincial Sy. 


nod under . Witherſhed (alias Weather-head) in the Reign of Hen, 
3. not to ſufter any Phyſtian to adminiſter any Phyſick ro any Patient 
whatſoever (be he in never ſo great Extremity and Danger) cill the Pati- 
enc were firlt ſhrived by a Prielt, under pain of Suſpenhon ab ingreſſn Ec- 
cleſie. The pretence waszto phyſick his Soul firſt : bur the meaning was, 
ro get acollop to ſome Chantery, or c Mona#tery to pray for his Soul in 
Purgatory : upon which the Prieſt abſolved him ;. and not before. And 
this was that Which occaſioned ſo many Chanceries, jultly vacated and 
ſeized by Edw.6. being given to him by Parliament, 2 E4w.6.14- 

Nor were the Kings and Parliaments (eſpecially after King John) fo 
hood-wink'd and cow'd, as not to take notice of, and provide againlt thoſe 
exceſſive gifts of Lands to the Church (as they call'd it) which ſo greatly 
rob'd the Commonwealth. For the ſame He», 3. who firſt granted the 
Great (harter, wherein he confirmed the Rights and Liberties of Holy 
Church (as that Idolized Crew was then termed) did in the ſame Chapter, 
ena (a) « That ic ſhouldnot be lawful from thenceforth to any, to give 
« his Lands to any Religious Houſe, and ro take the ſame again , to hold 
« of the ſame Houſe *. Nor ſhall ic be lawful co any Houſe of Religion 


Lan:s ſo hcld « to take the Lands of anys and to leaſe the ſame to him of whom he re- 
were free from & coived it. And that, if any from thenceforth gave his Lands to any 


« Religious Houſes, and thereupon be conviRt; the gift ſhould be utterly 
« void, and rhe Land accrew to the.Lord of the Fee. Here then was a 


of them to ſuch ſecular uſes as the Lord of the Fee ſhould appoint » with- 
out incurring the gwler of Sacriledge. 


confirmed e Magna (harta, in the 25 of his Reign (and with it the Clauſe 
or Chapter laſt mentioned:) bur before he did that, even in the ſeventh of 
his Reign, he made a firict Law againſt CAfort - main (by advice of the 
Prelates, as well as others) to make all gifts and Purchaſes of Linds (with- 
out ſpecial Licenſe from the King) to be null and void, and the Lands 
forfeitedto the chief Lord, if he rook the advantage within a year and 
half; or elſe ro the King, in caſe the chief Lord negleRed the ſeizure 
within the ſaid time therein limiced and appointed for his ſeizing there- 
of, for his own uſe, 

Which Law however it were mitigated at the importuniry of the Cler- 
gy» by Edwardthe Third, who in ſuch Caſes enacted the raking of Fines 
in ſtead of Forfeitures; Yer afterwards, in 15 Rich. 2. that firfi Stay 
tute of - Edw.1. was not onely ſet on foot again , but extended to all 
Guilds, Fratermies and (orporations, yea, to all Donations of Lands for 
Church-yards,or for any other Church Uſe. And that if, contrary rhere- 
unto, any ſhould preſume to give, or to receive any Lands upon a Church 
account, or otherwiſe, without the Kings ſpecial Licenſe, they ſhouldei- 
ther procure his Licenſe, or ſel away thoſe Lands by the then next cAG6- 
chacimas. 

By 


«SS RV « 


of the C ASE, 

By all which ir 15 manifeſt, that neither che Kings,nor Parliaments, nor 
Biſhops themſelves in Parliament, ever rook all Lands given co Churches 
to be Sacred, and Gods Propriety Jure Divines or fo much as lawful for 
the Church to hold chem, withour Licenſe from the King or ocher chief 
Lord of the Fee, of whom ſuch Lands were before holden. Witneſs the 
many Statutes againlt Morr-Man (or againſt the falling of Lands into a 
dead hand, that is, rhe Church ; ) whereby neither King nor Kingdom 
could receive any thing our of them, for Defence of the Realm ; nor the 
chief Lords enjoy the benefic of chief Rente,Services Fines of Alienation, 
or Eſchetes 3 which being an apparent wrong toall, occafioned thoſe Sta- 
tutes. 

Nor thar it is unlawful to endow particular Parochial Churches with 
Glebes or Lands _— for building of Churches upon, and for the ac- 
commodation and provition of faichful Miniſters of Chriſt, that faithfully 
diſpenſe his Ordinances to their Flocks, ſo it be with leave from Authori- 
ty, and all interefſed in them ; and that ic be done moderately,for neceſ- 
ſary ſuſtentation of them and their Families. The Levites that might 
have no large Territories, anſwerable to the reit of their Tribes, had yer 
ſeveral Ciries ſer our for their habication, and Suburbs for their Cattle. 
_—_— might not graſp all char che People would give, but were 
c and limitred to ſuch a quantity, « thonſand Cubits outright from 
the wall, round abour their ſeveral Cities , and no more, as was before 
ſhewed. And ſo far hath it ever been accounted from being lawful for 
Biſhops to lay Field unco Field, Mannor to Mannor, to impoveriſh many 
to inrich one, upon the account of the Church, and Gods acceptance 


thereof, as ſacred and holy, that even an Archbiſhop (w) (having deſer- w Spalar, de 


redche Romiſh Church) hath proclaimed it Sacriledge, & rapinan mju- CER 


fiſimam, and moſt unjuſt rapine, « This isnor (ſaith he) to inable men 
* tolabour in the Goſpel, bur ro ſupply them with Fewel for Riot and Ex- 
«ceſs ; and to pervert what was given forthe benefit of the Churchand 
« for neceflary provifonss tothe ſhamesſcandal and ruine of the Church ; 
© it is not totake off, but ro multiply the impediments of the ſaving of 
«Souls? 

Thus we ſee the Title of Biſhops Lands, what it wasz and upon what 
grounds, and in what manner, procured, and enjoyed ; vvhich argues 
them to be (in the conſtruRtion of Scripture) far from being ſacred and 
boly unto God, by ſuch corrupt Dedications ; and parricularly, of choſe 
Very Lands purchaſed by Doctor Bwrgezs, 
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It remaineth now to make out, That the aliening, droertungs or pur No Satri- 


chaſmg ſuch Lands for common uſe ( notwithſtanding their firſt dedication ) !edge oe fin, ro 
kT is or can be Sacriledges or etherwiſe ſinful or unlawful. This 1s 1n buy or jt _ 


great part evident, by whar hath been before ſer forth ; yer» for more 
full GtisfaQtion, ſomewhat more ſhall be added. . 

To begin with the Cities and Suburbs of the Levites, will be a good 
fiep to the clearing hereof, Firſt» their Hoxſes might be ſold » ul” 


x Lev.25.32, 
"©O 


y Ibid, ver. 3 4. 


The Firſt Part 


by themſelves wichour fin. For thar Law which was made for the 
redeeming of it at any time (Which others might not do , that ſold 
Houſes in a walled (ty, unleſs chey redeemed them within the compals 
of the firſt yeer after ſale 3) and for the return of it, at the next Ju. 
bilee (x), in caſe it were not redeemed before, plainly implies a lawful. 
neſs for any man to buy an Houſe that pertained toa Levee, it it were to 
be ſold ; and that it vvas no fin to detain 1t, till it vvere elther re- 
deemed, or returned at the Jubilee,as all other Lands ſold by others were 
to be. This might be done withour the leaſt branding of the ſeller or 
buyer ; Yet thoſe Cities were by Gods own appointment: ſer out for the 
dwelling of the Levies, þ | 
Indeed God forbad the Levites to ſell theic Lands ; to wits the Ficld; 
of the Suburbs of their Cities ; for it was their perpetual poſſeſion (y) 
It was the ſatne in effe& vvith our Parochial Glebes : and fo, might nor 
be aliened or ſold, ſo long as their ſervice and Prielthood continued, 
Howbeit, afterwards, vvhen their ſervice vvas ended, and the Prie(iood 
removed, they might as lawfully ſell their Lands as their Houſes, Ele 
Joſes firnamed Barnabas, a Levite, had commuted Sacriledge, for thar 
he (after Chriſt changed that Prielthood) having Land ſold it » and laid 
down the money at the Apoſtles feet ; which 1s recorded by the Spiric &@ Cod 
as an eminent a of exemplary piety and charity, and of the ſoulthye( 


of his faith and converhon. | 

Now, if it were nofin in him then to ſell, it cquldnor be a fin in others 
to buy ſuch Lands, (and other Lands the Levites might then have none) 
albeit thoſe Lands,by God's own Edict,were to be conrinuedin the Prietis 
while their Prieſthood lalted. Can it then be ſo haynouſly (inful co ſell, 
or purchaſe Biſhops Lands (which no Law of God ever ſettledupon them) 
after their Office and Fun&tion is wholly taken away ? q 

Bur it is happened to ſome of thoſe raſh Cenſurers, as it did to thoſe 
Oxen, of whom Col»mella (that famous Husbandry-Writeryin the dayes of 


x De 16 Ruſt. Clandinu Ceſar) yartcth(z ), that feeding upon ſome rank grounds, ran 
I 2 


wild with the fatneſs of their Food, 

And vvhatever ſome think now , that it 1s Sacriledge to aliene any 
thing once pretendedly -dedicated unto God ; yer even the Biſhops 
themſelves in Parliament have thought and determined otherwiſegas well 
as Kings and the rett of the Parliament, in the Acts formerly mentioned; 
vvherein, eſpecially in one of them (a) they make all Lands given vvith- 
out Licenſe, to be forfeited, and to be ſeiſed, wnleſs they procure a Licenſe 
to amortiſe them, or ſell or alien them ( to ſome other Uſe ) before Michael: 
mas thewnext coming, This ſhews plainlyzthat albeit ic was not held law- 
tul for Biſhops, Monks, or others, to receive or purchaſe Lands in Mort- 
Main : yet it Was lawful (if they hadſo done ) to ſell them (for the Parlia- 
ment directed the ſale) and therefore lawtultor others co'purchaſe them 
for common uſes, when once it ſhould- be diſcovered that thoſe Lands 
were ſo given and dedicated as therein was forbbidden.. ; : - . 

To which may be added 1. That Biſhops Lands eſpecially, were ar firſt 


o1VGn 


/ nn Ct had to ſeize and ſell any ſuch Lands ſo given , if fallen 
E 


oe CASE, 


given to maintain their State and Magnificence, as Lords, with ſpecial re- 
ference to State - Imployments 3 For that the K mgs were wont to have 
the great: ſt part of their Counſel, for the ſafegard of the Realm, when they 


had need, 0 the ſaid Prelates and { lerks ſo advanced (6). 2. That net- b Star. de D9. 
ther in thoſe rumes» nor {ince, did many of them (yea ſcarce any) take vi/. Benefic. 25 
painestO reach the Law of God to the People, which was one end for which £42.3. 


Biſhops were endowed with ſuch large Revenues, as the Stature De Pro- 
ſerie Benefic. before cited, expreſly declarech. So that this being 
neglected, they lived in ſo great a fin, as (in che judgement of thoſe few 
of them who made more conſcience of their Duty in this kind) next to 
the fin of Lucifer, there could not be a grearer. Witneſs that Learned 
and Zealous Bithop Rybere Groithead , Biſhop of Lincolne, in the reign 
of Hen.3.who having received a Command from Pope [rmocent the Four 


ſtard) to be a Canonand Prebend of Lincolne, that Biſhop wrote back to 
the Pope a flat refuſal of char his command : telling him moreover, Poſt 
peccatums Luciferiy &c, © That next to the fin of Excifer (which ſhall 
« be in the latter time, to Wits Antichriſt, rhe Child of Perdicion , whom 
« the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the breath of His Mouth) there is nor, nor 
« can be any kind of fin, ſo repugnant and contrary to the Do&rine of 
« the Apoſtles and holy Scriptureszand to our Saviour Chriit himſelf more 
« hateful, dereſtable and abominable, then to deſtroy and kill mens Souls, 
« by defrauding them of the Miniſtry of the Paſtoral Office. Which fin, 
& by molt evident places of the Scripture, ſuch men are known to commutr, 
« who being put into the Paſtoral Office, provide for themſelves of the 
« milk and wool of Chriſts ſheep,that by his appointment were tobe vivi- 
& fied and ſaved, but do nor adminiſter to them their due : for, the nor ads 
« niniſtring of the Paſtoral Miniſtration, is by the Teitimony of Scripture 
« the ſlaying and perdition of the Sheep. 3. That not onely all cher 
Civil Imployment in State-Afﬀairs (for which they were exalted fo highs) 
is wholly taken off by ſpecial A of Parhament, with the Royal Afſ- 


ſent (c) ; but their very Function and Office, (as Archbiſhops and Bi- c 17 (7.c.8, 


ſhops,as themſelves ind theirs were pleaſed to diſtinguiſh them from, and 
to ſer them above the reſt of their Brethren in the Miniſtry) hath been 
fince by the ſame Parliament pluck'd up by the roots, Therefore their 
Lands muſt needs Eſchete and revert to th: Commonwealth, the proper 
Heiresof the firſt Founders and Donors, being long (yea, many Ages) 
ſince dead, and their own particular Heires, and Memory periſhed from 
off the Earth. 

The Parliament therefore had as good right to ſell or alien them toany 
other uſe, as the firſt Donors had to give'them to thoſe uſes expreſled in 
their ſeveral Donations -; or as that Parliament in 1 5 R4c-2+ (which had 
the conſent of the then Biſhops in Parliament) had to appoine or permit 
all ſuch as had gotten any Lands, without Licenſe, to ſell or ahen them co 
private uſes z Or, as any particular Lord in chief (by the ſame Act of 


unto 


: : . : thy Mar, Paris, ad 
to admit one Frederick de Lavanas that Popes Nephew (that is, his Ba- An.1353. 


The Firſt Part 
anto him by ſuch Forfeicure and Eſchere. So that now, it is no more $4- 
criledge or fin, to buy and enjoy Biſhops Lands , after rhe final andtoral 
abolirion of Biſhops, then ir was for Joſes (or Barnabas) the Levite; to 
ſell his Lands ; or for any man at this day to buy any of thoſe Suburbical 
Lands of thoſe forry eight Cities > heretofore ſer out for the Le- 
VItCS. 


This might ſuffice, if it were not ever too true of ſome, non perſnadebis 
etiamſi per ſnaſeris, Thou ſhale never perſwade me to be of thy Opinion, 
although by Reaſon thou lufticiencly convince me. Therefore e Anſwer: 
mult now be given to ſuch plauhble Objeltions, as ſeem to carry molt 
firengrth of Reaſonin them. 


1 Obieft. Firſt, it is ſaid by ſome, That Biſhops (as ſuch) are of Drvize Right, or, 
” =whichis Equivalent) of ApoFtolical Conftitmtion : and therefore could 
not by any law of man be taken away, as the Levices might, and ought to 

be, when Chriſt himſelf had pur a period to their Service and Office, 
To this it is Anſwered: 1. That ifa Parliament (the Repreſentative of 
the whole Nation) ſhall ena& an Abolition, no private perſon or party 
(our of Parliament) may gainſay or oppoſe it, without making himſelf l1- 
able ro puniſhment. 2+ That if by Biſhops, be meant onely Minilters of 
the Goſpel, faichfully feeding rhe particular Flocks committed to their 
Charge, not 4s Lords over Gods heritagg,(d) ; they could not be taken a- 
way ; for ſuch are of Dive InſtiiheNn, not to be abrogared by man. 
Bur 3. Our Biſhops would none of this. Nothing ſounded ſo harſh in 
their Ears, as a Parity» This was not onely Schiſme, but Hereſie, in 
their Conltru&tion. They claimed a Power and Dignity-(even by Di- 
vine Right) above other Presbyrers or e Miners, as a diltin&t-Order 
from, and ſuperiour to that of Presbyrers + And that in the rwo greareht 
points of Authority. For, they appropriated Ordwmation and Juriſdiftion 
ſolely ro themſelves, and to their Officers in their Right ; which is ex- 
preſly contrary tothe Teſtimony of Scripture, both touching Ordination, 
1 T1n.4-14. AGt.13-15253- and Juriſdiction, 1C0r.5.33455, 2Cor. 2.678. 
& verſ.1o. And as upon this Account, they looked upon themſelves (e- 
ven in the beginning of that Parliament, which after threw them out; 
witneſs that Book of Eprſcopacy by Divine Right , written by Joſ. Exon; 
and publiſhed, Ammo 1640.) and had their Lands veſted in them, as ap- 
pears by that Statute of 25 Edw. 3. before mentioned : So the Parlia- 
ment taking them at their own words, look'd upon them roo ; and upon 
that very 'ground threw them out, Since which time, none of them 
have vouchſafed coaflert their Title robe Jure' Divine, If therefore the 
Levites, who had a clear plea for their Divine Tyſtitmrion , juſtly loſt their 
Lands, andother Revenues, with their Offices ; there can be no ſcruple of 
conſcience to buy or enjoy Biſhops Lands (whoſe Title was never-ſo-good 
as that of the Levices) after the 'Biſhops'themſelves he laid aide for ever, 
as Uſurpersover the Mmiltry , as well as over the reft-of Gods Heritage. 
They 


Anſw. 


Lend 


of the CASE, 
They are no'otherwiſe caſt our of their Office, then Diotrephes who /oved 


to have the pre-eminence (e )9Was by St. Johnhimſels, caſt out of the Church,e 3 Joh.g,ro, 


whom that proud Prelate perſecuted, by his prating and malitions Words. 


Bur it is pleaded, That the Biſhops were cAiniſters too ( although aliquid 2 Objett, 


amplius, ſomewhat more ) and preached as well as others; and were moreover, 
of great Uſe for the good Government of the Church, and ſupport of the 
Truth, which ſince theiy ejettion hath extreamly ſuffered. Therefore at leaſt, 
a Miniſters, they and their Means ſhould have been continued. 

Anſw. Admucting (but not granting) all this co be true : yer what 
they really did , might have been and (till may be done as Minilters , al- 
though nor as ſuch Biſhops, Ir is their Epiſcopal Dignity, not their Mi- 
niltry that 1s taken from them. And their Lands were fixed (as hath been 
ſhewn) to their Eprſcopacy, not rotheis Miniſtry : to their State of Pre- 
lacy, not rothe Presbytery. If any of them (as very very few of them 
had) had a mind co preach the Goſpel (as that Archbiſhop, Dr, Uſher did, 
{o long as he was ableyand was therefore honoured and incouraged both li- 
ving and dying) they might have had liberty ſo to do, norwithltanding 
the aboliſhing of their Epiſcopal Uſurpation. Bur the generality of chem 
were ſo far from it, that they thd their urmolt again ir, while their Power 
continued, 

Was it not by their procurement, that preaching was prohibired, eſpe- 
cially in rhe After-noons of the Lords Dayes, and the Book of Sports,com- 
piled and publiſhed with Authority, and countenanced by them ? was not 
{tri inquiry made in their Viſitations, whether every Miniſter had pub- 
liſhed thar Books in his Church : and they ſeverely puniſhed that retuſed 
it? was it not their great fiudy and contrivance to put d6wn Lectures, 
nor onely on thoſe dayes, but on week-dayes alſo ? was it nor fully proved 
(not by Puritans, but by ſuch as after turned head agaiuſt chem) char one 
of thoſe Biſhops thanked Gods that he had put down all the Leittures (even 
Mr. Crookgs alſo, which was preached gratis, and at his great Colt) with- 
wm bis Dioceſs ? were not even conformable Miniſters (how able ſoever) 
ſcorned and perſecuted as Praters (not Preachers ) if they took ſo much 
paines in preaching as might juſtly ſhame the.,lazineſs and 1dleneſs of 
Drones and Prelatical Pluralifts, who held ir ro be an Evidence of their 
great Parts and deep Learning» to preach but ſeldom ? was it not piacular 
tor any Animalculum predicabile, Or Preaching - (oxcomb ( as Dr. 
Lind ey tiled Biſhop Uſher himſelf, for his often preaching) that 15, for 
any faichful Miniter to preach twice a day ; being by anocher Biſhop,com- 
pared ina ſcoff, to a bruit Animal, Virgi/'s Cow, that (b# wveme ad mul- 
tlram ) came twice a day to the Payl ? 

And as forthe Biſhops own preaching (eſpecially ar laſt, when they 
dfigned ro gain all thoſe Places and Offices of Truit > Power and Judi- 
cature of the Commonwealch, which the Popiſh Biſhops in former Ages 
alpired unto) ir became an Offence unpardonable, -ro mind them of 
their Duty in preaching, when many of them had laid uc alide, as roo mean 


andlow a thing for their Greatneſs > and as a thing unneceſſary and un- 
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competent with their greater and more weighty Aﬀairs. Among other 
Inſtances take this for one. 

DoRor Burges,preaching a Latine Sermon to the London-Miniſters, in 
Alphage Church, neer Son (olledgeypreſſed all poſſible ſedulity in preach- 
ing : todrive which nail roche head, among other Arguments, he urged 
what was antiently required herein , even of Biſhops themſelves. For 
which purpoſe, he firſt mindedthem of the Third part of the Publick He- 
mily again#t the Peril of Idelatry : wherein it 1s ſaid of the Primitive Bi- 
ſhops, « That they were preaching Biſhops , more often ſeen in Pulpirs, 
« then in Princes Palaces ; more often occupied in His Legacy,wkolaid, 
& Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel, then in the Embaſlages 
« and Aﬀairs of Princes. Afrer which, he recited an old Canon,of the 
fxth General (ouncil in Trulloy with Zonaras his Note upon it : which Ca- 
non enjoyned Biſhops « To preach often;at lealt,every Lords - 307 tO be 
&« Canonically admoniſhed, for their neglect : _ if they refor- 
& med notzthey were to be excommunicated or depoſed. 

For this, ſome of his Prelatical and droniſh Auditors informed the 
Archbiſhop of Camerbury againit him, who forthwith complained of the 
DoRor to the King himſelf. Shortly after, he was by Lerrers Miſſive ſum- 
moned into the High Commiſſion Courr, (then, lirtle better then the 
Spaniſh Inquiſition ) to anſwer this haynous Crime. Upon his appearance, 
Articles were exhibited againſt him » as being diſ-aftetedrto the Book of 
Common Prayer, the Ceremonies, and Government of the Church ; as 
alſo for charging the Biſhops with conniving at the then roo palpable 
growth of Armimaniſm and Popery, and their too much conforming 
thereunto, &c, Bur chiefly, « For that he ſeemed to tax and agFule divers 
« Prelares and Reverend Biſhops of this Kingdom, for negleQing ro 
& preach ofren : and for alledging to that purpole, that the ancient Bi- 
« ſhops were frequent and diligent Preachers ; quoting an old Canon, 
& that every Biſhop ſhould preach every Sunday ; and if negligent here- 
<inhe ſhould be admoniſhed ; upon which, if he reformed nog, he was 
« to be excommunicated or depoſed : without contidering their many and 
ec weighty Afﬀeairs. \ 

This, made them ſpurn ſofuriouſly againſt him, that their Party eyery- 
where gave it out that he ſhould be borch Deprived and Degradea. / And 
doubtleſs ic had been ſo, had he nor given them enough in his Anſivers to 
their cavilling Arricles, and in his Proteſtation annexed to the Copy of 
that his Sermondelivered to Archbiſhop Laud, who after peruſal thereoh 
never troubled him further, he having profeſſed to ſtand to what he had 
ſaid in that Sermon, again(t all Oppoſers to the Death. 

This was the third time wherein the Door was called into that Court. 
Once (g) he was brought thither by a potent Adverſary ( who had made a 
ſtrong Party again(t him) for being diſ-afte&ed ro Epiſcopa/Government, 
& forpermitting ſome #9 ſitzat recerving the Lords Supper, Another time(h) 
he was queliioned there, for refuſing upon a Thurſday (he being then re- 


queſted to preach the Le6ture at St. Mary Overies for the then Lecturer 
chere ) 
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there) roread Common Prayer in his Surplice and Hood, before the $er- 
mon: On wars tro deter Godly Miniſters from preaching LeRures, 

And as they thus grew incorrigibly negligent in the duty of the Mini- 
ſiry (here and there one or two black Swans excepted) fo did rhey as 
much over-laſh in another extrem ; being too pragmatical and conver- 
ſant in Civils.Inſomuch as by reaſon of ſome affrones pur upon one or two 
of them as they were going to the Howſe of Peers aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment, many of them privately drew up a Proteſtacion , which they after 
delivered, (contrary to the Priviledge of Parliament) tothe King, not to 
the Parhtament ir ſelf, again(t all Acts and Proceedings in Parliamentzin 
their abſences as »wll and voyd. This high AR of theirs drew upon them 
the hatred and ſcorn not only of cheir ſuppoſed enemies (who as yer had 
donie them no harm,) bur of their friends alſo ; yea, ſo did it incenſe all 
againlt chemait that occaſioned the throwing themsfirſt, out of the Patlia- 
ment z and chen, our of their Epiſcopal Ofhce and dignity for ever. 

But, admitting they were jmſtly ejelted, yer ſo many direful Curſes have 3.06jet. 
been denounced againſt all ſuch as ſhould alient, ſell, purchaſe, or 1mpley 
thoſe Lands to other uſes , that it may juſtly make any man afraid to 
meddle with them. 

To this, a ſhort Anſwer may ſufice, Where God bids Curſe (as in A4uſ, 
Deut.27.) there is cauſe to fear Car/img, If an Ekjah (1), an Eliſha (k), i King.1.10.8 
a David (I), a Peter (m); (acted by Gods Spirit) ſhall dehtounce a * 1: 

Curſe ; worto ſuchas fall under tr. Such Curſes ſhall ſurely take effe&t, F3278-5: 23+ 
God himſelf will own them, and requireth all his people ro ſay Amen tO, avg... 
them (n). But, 4 the bird by wandring » and the ([wallow by flying, (elca- # Deur. 27. 
peth the Nets and Snares ſet by the Foivler for them) ſo the cauſleſs Curſe 5 OC, 
ſhall not come (Oo). Thar Providence that preſerverh the ſParow from * $19v-16.2. 
falling to the ground (p), till God will have ir {o (ler che Fowler do what , 1qyc.co.z5/ 
he can to take him ;) doth likewiſe ſo order the matter in a cauſleſs Curſe, | 
that it ſhall never reach him again(t whom ir is intended  yea>God bleſſerh 

moſt, where wicked men, or others,helch our the moſt bitter curſes. Ler 

them then be afraid of thoſe Curſes,who finde a warrant from God for 

ſuch curſing. A curſed people is ever a curſing generation (q). q Rom.3.14. 

Who fer them on work to Curſe ? Even the tame who indeed ſer on 
Shime; to curſe David (t),not God,as David feared ; but the Devil and” P17 
Ahiophel, as David afterwards plainly found ; that 109 Pſalm, being "_- 
chiefly bent againſt , Ahicophel, of whoſe curſing vve never read, but 
that, by the mouth of Shime: : David fared never the worſe for thetr 
curſing. But themſelves that curſed, fell under their own curſe. For 
however in Davids time, Shime: felt not the Curſe ; yer ic came home 
to him vvith a witneſs by Solomon (s). And as for , Abirophel, he drew ; ; Kin,,.,,. 
a Curſe from David, that reached his very neck and life. For, «4 he loved 
eurſing (by ſerting Shime; on vvork) ſo it came unto him, eAs he clothed 
himſelf with eur fing,like 4s with a garment which covereth him)ſo it came into 
this bowels like water » and likg oyl into hs bones, &c. when he wo 'd 
bimſelf, Thoſe buſie Curſers of the Prelacie have found this effect 


upon 
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upon themſelves and Succeſſors ; their curſes being come home to the 
Biſhops andihe reſt of the Prelates, many hundreds yeers after che;y 
months were ſo full of curſing and bitterneſs, Let therefore ſuch as pleaſe 
themſelves vvith frighting others vvith curſes, beware they meer nor 
vvith ſome ſhare in thoſe very curſes, vvhich now they ſo groundle(]y 
ſeek to ſcare their brethren vvithal, ic being no other bur an engin: ot 
Antichriſt forged in Hell. R-” 

The laſt and moſt generally-raking Objection 15 this : Be it that Bi- 
ſhops are juſtly caſhiered , their Lands forfeited, and rightly taken from 
them by the Parliament : Yet it ts generally beld by all ſound Divines, that 
thoſe Lands and Revenues ( although at firſt ſuperſiitronſly, or ſuper fluouſly 
given) being once dedicated unto God, may not be aliened, ſold, or drveried 
to any ſecular or common uſe ; but ever continued for the maintenance of the 
true worſhip of God, | 

This obje&tion is plauſibly received among honeſt Godly men ; Yet 
is capable of Anſwer, thus : 

I. This opinion is not in the caſe of Biſhops Lands, founded on the 
Scripture ; but upon that commonly received maxime calt in the Popes 
mint 3 Semel dicatum Deo non eft ad humanos ſus ulterins transferen- 
dum. Which wherein, and how far forth ir hols goodshath been above 
declared, and need not to be repeated. Things once given to God , by 
his command, warranty or nds | erg may not be aliened co other uſes, 


vvhile the uſe of Gods appointment doth continue : Bur , nor all chat 
1en pretend, or ſay, they give unto God. As in Perſonsz\0 in things, (uch 


only as the Lord chuſeth, or accepteth (and none elſe) are holy (x), ler 
men ſxy and think vvhat they vvill to the cantrary. To pin therefore 
Biſhops Lands upon God, becauſe once pret endedly given to him, 1s like 
choſe gifts of the Iſraelites in the abſence of eAgoſes, pretended to be gi- 
ven unto God, vvhen they brake off the golden ear-rings which were on 
their ears, and brought them nnto Aarons to make them Gods to Fo before 
them (u). They intended them as gifts ro the true Godaas they thought ; 
= were thoſe gifts far from acceptance with him.z or reſerved for 
oly uſes, after the folly and wickedneſs of the Givers vvas dilcove- 
red/ and puniſhed, * 
2+ It 1s apparent that thoſe gifts to Buthops were to be no longer 
continued , than the fun&ion of thoſe to vvhom they vvere given, re- 
mained : Datur Beneficium propter Offi-1wm ; Office and Benefice are 
relatives ; like twins they live and dic rogether. The Biſhops ſhare in 
the goods and Lands of the Church, hatkabeen for many hundred yeers 
ſevered, and known from the reſt of the Churches Patrimony that vvas 
ro maintain Others ; and ſo cannot be claimed by others, vvhen the Bi- 
ſhops Order and Office is taken away. 
3+ Whenthe valineſs of the Revenue, or unlawful procuring of it; 
1s a vvrong to the Common-wealth, or to any particular Family ; this is 
not a dedication to God, which he will own ; but an abuſing of him» by 
fachering upon him the acceprance of thatyvyhich is a vvrong to ochers | 
an 


2nd a profaning of his riame , by teaching all co take that for a vvarranr, 
to deny to others their due. That poktion therefore now urged,vvould be 
of dangerous conſequenceait raken univerſally and vvichour due bounds, 

. Things voluncarily dedicated, by Gods own appointment, cannot 
be aliened, If ic hath been abuſed, thac mult be re&itied, and the things 
continued, for ſome orher holy uſe, alrhough nor at firlt inrended by the 
Donors. Thus, the Cenſers abuſed by Korah and his Companions,were no 
more uſed for incenſe ; yet, becauſe they were hallowed, they were converted 


o 


\ 


into broadPlates to cover the Altar (W). Burt in things nor appointed by w Num.16.27 


God from the beginning, this Tenet holdeth not. For, being dedicat 
upon falſe grounds, & for ſuperititious ends (molt derogatory roGod and 
Chriſt) ro maintain, feed, and encreaſe the pomp and pride of Harpies 
that {ay in wait 4s he that ſetteth ſnares and traps to catch men ( x ), there- 
by to tool rhem our of cheir eſtates upon falſe prerences, for ends of their 
own ; this dedication is no vyhirt better, than the hire of a whore, or the 
price of a dog, (that 1s, then money gotten by whoredom, or by the ſale 
of a ap) ronght into the Honſe of the Lord,and dedicated to him ; boch 
which, 

God, firſt gotren by rapine and ſpoyl ; or, to put Chrilt out of office of 
ſaving ſouls, and ro do it by ſuch gifts. He looks no otherwiſe upon 


them, then as the offering of [wines blood, the cutting off of a dogs neck, or 


x Jer.s. 26. 


e abhorreth (y). Such are all choſe gifts of Larids dedicated to y Deur.z 3.17 


the bleſſing of an Idol (2). When it can bz proved that God accepred of x Ifay 66.3; 


ſuch offerings in time of the Law, then alſo ic may be granted that he 
will own ſuch mongrel Dedications in the days of rhe Goſpel. 

5. Things dedicared to God, vvithout his order and allowance 18 a 
laying aſide (a), and a rejetting the Commandment of God (b), and a making 
the Word of God of none effett (c). It is the Phariſees Corban (d) » which 
they (for filthy lacres ſake) taught children to plead, and rhereby ro 
break the afrh Commandment) when required to relieve aged and _ 
Parents. If a father demanded ought of his ſon, and his ſon aniwered 
This is Corban, a gift devored to God, therefore you mutt excule me z 
Vows mult be paid, and things once dedicated mult not be recalled or 
akened : This, by the Phariſees Do&trine, vvas ſo ſacred unto God, that 
(if the child ſhould be willing ro pleaſure his parent with ſome parr of it) 
they would ſuffer hins no more to do ought for bu father or mother (ce), Did 
Chriſt rake this for a dedication that might not be aliened? nay» he ab- 
borred it, and them that raught ir. Such are all dedicarions of mens nt» 
ventions andfancies,vvithour a Rule from him.: And therefore to be alie» 
nedto other »ſe;;that God may no longer be abuſed and provoked by them. 

6. The ſame thing hath been for many yeers , and (till 1s done every 
day by the greateſt Cenſurers of rhe preſent Purchaſers of Biſhops Lands. 
Even they who now cry loudeſt againſt buying Church-Lands (becauſe 
once dedicated ro God) and make 4t high Sacriledge in others » can yer 
be content and quiet to hold things of the ſame kind (in reſpe&t of de- 
dication)hererofore aliened from the Church. They can digeſt — 
Lands, Canonical Houſes, yea (which is work) Appropriations of how - 


a Mar. 7 $. 
b ver.9. 
c ver.13. 
d vcr.11- 
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firſt made by that Arch-Thief the Pope, in favour of Monaſteries, and 
orher his Creatures,who neither would nor could do ſervice to their ſoul; 
that'/paid them; and afrer their diflolurion , devolved to private hands 
and common uſes, as Biſhops Lands now be, 

How many Nobles and Gentlemen who now cry Sacriledge again 
preſent pairchaſers, do poſſeſs many Lands and Mannors of Biſhops,alie- 
nated fince Henry the Eighth began to deſtroy Monaſteries ? Many 
of thoſe Lands being by ſecret (1 lay nor Symomacal) compact between 
Petitioners for Biſhopricks , and their friends at Court, exchanged, or 
otherwiſe aliened from the Church » upon condition to ger ſuch a Bi- 
ſhoprick for them. If any doubt hereof , it 1s his 1gnorance ; let him 
bur inquire into that one Biſho rick of Bath and wells,and he will finde, 
that fince the 3oth of Her.8. the Mannors of Woke),Blackford:Compron- 
dande, Conger:bury » Taton, Chew, Wike » Puckle-Church, Weſter>Leighe, 
Hampton: laverton, Cranmore, Ever-Chruch, Kigsbury » C hard, Welling« 
tony Lidford, Compton Parvas and (header (to omit many gAppropriati- 
ons, Hundreds, Burronghes, Farmes, &c.) have been alienated from 
that Church, before ever the lare Parliament ſeiſed the relt ; and are to 
this day held by Lay-men, to their own private uſes, without ſcruple or 
blame. Yea, this is not the firſt time that the Mannor of Wells hath been 
alienated from the Church ; for in Hen.$. it was aliened by the Biſhop 
himſelf ro him that was afterwards Earl of Hertford and Duke of Somer- 
ſet; and by him held without clamor, uncil by his attainder iteſchered 
to the Crown, and thence returned to the Biſhop again, 

Nor is there any ſcruple made of purchaſing thoſe many Canonical 
Houſes in Wells, which formerly belonged ro the Church ; yer, were a 
part of the Biſhops Land and Mawunors of Wells, and are held of the ſame 
Mannor unto this day ; yet none of the Poſlefſlors hold ic to be any 
faulc in them, while ſome yer condemn the ſame thing as Sacy;- 
ledge in Door Burge, albeit he performeth more ſervice inthat Church 
than any Biſhop that ever ſate there. 

Ler not ſuch think ro waſh all oft, by ſaying theſe were things done 
before their times, Which they could not help z for, they can without 
ſcruple enjoy > yea purchaſe them. An acceſſory in fin long before 
commitred, mult ſhare with rhe principal in puniſhment (f). And this 
all acknowledge to be a truth ; Non firmatur tratts temporis>quod de jure 
ab initio non ſnbſiſtit, No houſe will grow ſtrong by long continuance, 
whoſe foundation is on the ſand, Time will never make that to be no 
fin, which from the beginning was ſinful. They therefore that thus cen- 
ſure him, are themſelves inexcuſable : for wherein they judge him , the 
condemn themſelves, becauſe they that judge, do the ſame t mes (g). If 
this ſatishe not; yet it behoves ſuch Cenlurers to be quiet z and co let 
him that 4s wthont ſin, caft the next ſtone at the Dottor, 

Rom.1 44+ # 

Who art thou that judgeſt another mans ſervant ? to his 0wn ataſter he 
ftandeth er falleth. % 
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Declaring 


The Differences between Dr. Burges and the 
Corporation of Wells, 
| With 
The Neceſsity thereof, on his part. 


\ Octor Burges 1s not (in common repute) ſo weak, as not to 
” apprehend the great diſadvantage which a fingle man hath 
in encountring a (orporation, wherein there are ever 
& ſome Spirits thar pretend to ſee further into, and tobe 
WD more zealous of the good of that Community, than the 
reſt , thereby to engage them in Controverſies ; and that 
others of them, gaining thereby , will nor fail ro add fewel to the fire, 
when once the coles are kindled between a vvhole Body, and any one 
particular man that ſhall be ſo hardy as to oppoſe them, (although ne- 
ver ſo juſtly) concerning any thing unjultly done by them. Inſomuch 
as it is taken for a maxime among ſuch, (if they have a minde to tranſ- 
greſs) chat many ſubrle heads combined,a common Purſe (ro make great 
Friends, and to impoveriſh and weary a ſingle Adverſary;) and the difh- 
culry of obtaining Juſtice.againſt chem, is enough (in their conceit) ro 
juttifie their greateſt frauds and oppreſſions z and to proclaim and doom 
him the only Offender, that dares to ſeek Juſtice againit rhem. This 
hardens them in their wickedneſs, and draws into common obloquy and 
reproach, any one that (being neceſſitated to maintain his own rights) 
ſhall preſume to cueſtion their foulelt encroachments. 

This, the DoRor hath found, in proſecuting the Differences here after 
related. Wherein, he firſt appeared, in behalf of the Parliament, ha- 
ving diſcovered ſundry groſs vvrongs done to the State by ſome Agents 
for the Corporation of Wells, Afterwards, he vvas enforced to purſue 
the ſame conteſt, in behalf of himſelf, being by the Contrattors for ſale 
of Biſhops Lands, and by the then C ommittee of Parliament for removing 
Obitruitions in ſale thereof, drawn to purchaſe the Manner of Wells, and 
what elſe there then remained unſold ; vvhich they promiſed he ſhould 
quietly enjoy. 

Hence ſprang all the Differences berween him and that Corporations 
vhich (co his great grief) have been ſadly ventilated almolt ten yeers» 
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notwichſtanding his utmoſt endeavours to compoſe them in vvays of 
love and peace. The firſt Riſe and Sum of all vvhich, is now expoſed to 
publike views that they vvho have been abuſed by falſe and ſcurrilous 
clamors againlt him, may now be berrer able co judge vyhich Parry hath 
indeed bees in faplr, in cauſing or occaſioning the beginning and con- 
tinuance of thoſe unhappy Conrentions. Do 

In publiſhing vvhereot, it vvill be requiſite to advertiſe, that 1t 15 nor 
here intended to rip up all the particular affronts and injuries done to 
the Door ; but. only to. ſer forth: 1. What vvas the Original of 
all the Differences berween them ; and how that hath been ſince pro- 
ſecured. 2.That whatis after alledged it reference to any former Mayors 
of Wells, is not imputed to their own perſonal averſneſs from peace, bur 
as they have been the mouth of the re{t that have put them upon vvhar 
they have ſpoken or acted herein. 23. Thar albeic rhis Narrative often 
mentionerh the vvhole Corporation, yer it is not meant to involve all 
alike in the ſame Charge ; ſome'of them being berter inclined to reaſon 
ang peace, 4+ That the Comrattors vvere the firſt Plainrifts in this 
Cauſe ; not the Doftor. He vvas only forced afterwards ro undertake 
the ſame buſineſs, upon the ſame grounds and evidence vvhich rhe Con- 
tractors had done before : for that the Corporation refuſed ro make good 
the engagement of their Agents made not only ro the ſaid Contra- 
ors and Commurree of Parhament ; but, ro the Dottor himſelf, under 
their Hands and Seals » after he had been drawn to be a Purchaler 
at Wells. 

Forthe better underſtanding of the whole buſineſs , take notice , 
That an Agent for the Corporation contratted for 'certain Royalties , 
in Decemb. 1647. but perfected not the Conveyance until rhe 22 of 
March then next following ; and that Dr Burges did not purchaſe un- 
ul March 16,1648. and that then he bonght many things ( ſome of 
them being of great value) which the Corporation by general words, and 
by ſurpriſe and fraud had before gotren into their Conveyance, without 
contraRing for them at all. How, and by what meanes they did it, is 
firſt ro be laid open ; and then the courſe uſed ro right the Common- 
Wealth, and the Doctor therein. 


Afcer the Surveyors had made a return of their Swrvey of the Aar- 
our, Burrowgh, and Hundred of Wells, one John Caſebeard, a Burgeſs of 
Wells, rook upon him ar firſt (withour Order) ro treat with the Con- 
tractors for ſale of rhoſe Lands, in the name of the Corporation of Wells, 
for the purchaſe of certain Royalties of the late Biſhop of Bath and Well: ; 
upon Which the ſaid Comrattors granted this Warrant following, 


Die Venerts 26 Nov. 1647. 
At the Committee of Contraltors for ſale of Biſhops Lands. 
c T the requeſt of Joh»Cacbeard Gent. on the behalf of the Mayor 
c and Communalry of #*/!;, It is this day Ordered that the Regilter 
«do 


of the CASE, 


« do forthwith make forth, and fairly engroſs in Parchment a particular 
« ofthe Royalties and Hundred of Wells and Wells- Forum, with the Fairs 
© of Priddy and Binegar in the County of Somerſer, parcel of the poſle(- 
(ons of the late Biſhoprick of Bathand Wells, whereupon we may pro- 
© ceed ro make ſale thereof, And that he dodeliver the ſaid particular 

« examined and ſigned under his handzunto us,or any fix or more of u$zac- 
« cording to rhe Ordinances and inſtructions of both Houſes of Parlja- 

« ment in that behalfmade and provided. | 


This was the only Warrant granted for a particular, Two days after 
which, the Corporation of Wells wrote a Letter to Caſebeard : of which 
this 1s a true Copy. 


Ar, Caſebeard, 


c 
c 


©Truſtees concerning the Royalty of Wells to be purchaſed by the Cor- 
«poration : We forthwith upon ſuch intimation, met rogerher at the 
« Chequer and did there unanimouſly conſent, that the purchaſe ſhould be 
© proſecuted with eftet : and truly could not but much reſent your love 
©r0zafnd remembrance of the Corporation in this kind. And we rhought 
* fie ro give you advertiſement what our defires were to purchaſe, and 
e what the burdens were upon it, that we might with more certainty 
« proceed in the purchaſe, 

© We defire to procure and buy the Royalty of the Town and Hundred 
© of /Vells and VVells- Forum, that is to ſay, the Baylywick of the Town, 
* the Courr of Record, three Weeken-Court, and Leer or Law-day for 
©the Town, the 3 Weeken-Conrr or Law-day for the Forum, the four 
© Fairs in the Town, and Binegar and Priddy-Fairs, and the chiet rents 
*(1fthey be incident unto the Law-day ) and Felons goods and Clerk 
« of the Market, &c. and Rerurn of Writs, and ſuch Iflues and Amerce- 
© ments as fall upon any Towns-men, whether in our Seffions, or in the 
© County, which are granted by the Lerrers Patent of Edw. 4. 

For the profits of the Marker and four Fars within the Town, you 
know it is received, and doth belong to Mr. Gorman the Bayliff » who hath a 
Patent thereof for his life and young Crofles, 

*For the three Weeken-Courr, and Court of Record,the profits there- 
© of belong to the Steward, except rhe Benefir of forfeicures, and other 
* ſmall inconfiderable things. And for the profits of Binegar and Priddy- 
Fairy it i$ received by the Bayliff of the Hundred ; which after disburt- 
*ments allowed, the remainder cannot be grear. 

| *So as the mean preſent profit muſt ariſe our of the Law-dayss and 
* that chiefly upon amercements, wherein extremiry may nor be uſed 


© (we being the more defirons ro make this purchaſe, char we = be 
F 2 © rnerCg= 


lands are now upon ſale ; and that you out of your good affe- Lercer to 


] Fr by your means received information that the Biſhops The Towns 
ion rothe Corporation, have had ſome conference with the Mr.Ca5veare 
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l, 


4 


Lerrer of Ar- 
turny.Dec.4. © 
{| 647 . 


The Second Part 


© thereby be enabled ro ſhew mercy, any not conſe rigour. ) 
« Thus much in particular we thought fit ro inform you, thats as oc- 
« cafion ſhould be offered, you might the berter give ſatisfaction to the 
« Trulices, and extenuare the price, 
© We have made bold to write to Mr. Walker and Mr. Long, our Bur- 
« geſſes, about this buſineſs, whole afliſtance and furtherance herein, we 
« preſume will be readily extended rous upon all occaſions. We have 
«alſo written to Mr. Morgan, for his belt affiſtance, who, we know, 
« will be a great furtherer in any thing that concerns the good of the 
« Corporation ; and therefore ſhall defre you by all means to apply your 
« ſelf unto him. for his aid and direion ; and preſently upon receit, to 
« ſhew him this Letter, thathe may ſee our defires herein, before you 
© conclude. 
© We ſhall be glad to- receive ſome quick natice from you what the 
© loweſt price of the purchaſe deſired may be, and when to be paid;thar 
« we may the betrer know what mony to raiſe, andhow to be able to 
© make payment accordingly. 
© You have herein our deſires, and we ſhall preſume on your care 
© and furtherance ; which if it take efteR, will be a grand-work for the 
« Corporation, and will not be forgotten by us, 
Tonr very loving friend;, 
Wells, Novemb.28.1647- T ho. Salmon Maior, R obert Hill, 
Poltſcript, Barth. Cox. Rob. Hurmas. 
We dare not meddle with the VViliam Baron. John Niblet. 
profits of Mendip» t be- Thomas | ones. Hug. Merefield, 
ng tochigh a purchaſe for Rob. Rowly, Henry Baron. 
our purſe, Rich. Caſebeard. Jo. Plammer, 
Jeſeph Gallington, VVul. Atwel, 
For our very loving friend VVilliam Veſt. Robert Hole, 
Mr. John Caſebeard, at Richard Frier, John Cox, &c. 
his lodging. 


This Letter, John-Caſebeard, being by the Contrators Aw. 1648. 
complained againſt ro the Commurree of Parliament for removing of obſtru- 
tons ; produced to that Commurree. Befides which Letters the Corpo- 
ration ſent up to Londen this Letter of Artayny following, 


c and Burgeſſes of the Ciry or Burrough of Y/ellrin the County 
c of Somerſet, have conitituted, ordained, and appointed, andby 
« theſe preſents do conſtitute, ordain, and appoint, our truſty friends, 
© Robert Morgan Gent. one of the eaſter: of rhe Ciry or Burrough of 
© //Vells in the County of Somerſet, John Cox one of the Capital Burgeſ- 
© ſes of the ſame Ciry or Burroug hand John Caſebeard Gent. one of the 
* Burgeſles of the ſame Ciry or Burrough, to be our true and lawful At- 
*turnues2 for us and in our namesto treat, contra and agree with the 
| © Honou- 


c "EE! all men by theſe preſents, that We the Maier, Maſter: 
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of the CASE, 


© Honorable (ommurtee of Contrattors for the (ale of all Biſhops lands wich- 
«in che Kingdom of England and Dominion of VVales, for the purcha- 
«ſing of the Inheritance of ch: Royalty of the Liberty of the Ciry or 
« Burrough of V//ells, as alſo of the hundred of Wells and YVells-Forum, 

«and the two Fairs of Priddy and Binegar Within the ſaid Hundred. Here- 
<by catifying, confirming, and allowingall and whatſoever our ſaid At- 
« turnies, Or any ewo of them2ſhall do for us in the premiſes. Inwitneſs 
« whereof we have ſer our Seal of Maioralty of the ſaid Ciry, the fourth 
«day of December in the 23 yeer of th: Reign of our Soveraign Lord 
© (harls by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, Frante and Ireland 
«King» Defender of the Faith, &c, And in the yeer of our Lord I 647. 


Thomas Salmon Maior. Barthel. (ox. The. Jones. VVilliam Baron. 
Vil. Veit. Richard ( asbeard. VVill. Smith. Robert Hill. Robert Tho- 
mar. John Web. Hugh Merefield. William Hiat. Robert Hurman, Robert 
Hole. William Atwel. of eph Gallington. Joſe ph Plummer. Joſias Cook, 


This Letter of Attornys, which inabled any two of the therein named 
Attornies,to Contract, being received ; one of them adventured fingle 
upon the work,and Contracted as followerth, 


Die Mercuri 15 Decem, 1647, 


, Greed with the Contrato:rs for the Purchaſe of rh: Royalries of welby Conuat 


A © Wells, and wells forum, in the County of Somerſer, mentioned in 
ethe Particular thereof, deliveredin under che hand of che Regiſter, and 
eallo for the Bayliff-wick of the Town and Forum of Wells, aforeſaid, 
with all and fingular, the Fairs, Markets, Clerkſhip of the Market , and 
«Profits thereof , and all other things to the ſaid Baylift-wick percaining. 
« And alſo for the Office of Stewardſhip» for the Town of wells aforeſaid ; 
Cand all Profirs and Advantages thereunto belonging , mentioned alſo 
© in the ſaid Particular, atthe rate of Twenty Years Purchaſe, for the pre- 
© ſent improved yearly values of all the ſaid premiſes, amounting in rotozto 


= the ſum of nineteen pounds and cen ſhillings in Poſleſhon. And for an 


« improvement of value upon the ſaid Bayliff-wickafrer the determination 
© of three Lives in being , at the rate of four yeers Purchaſe, for the ſaid 
<increaſe of value being five pounds, thirteen ſhillings and four pence in 
G Reverſfion. I ſay,agreed accordingly on the behalf of rhe Corporation 
© of Wells, Per me, John (asbeard. 


This Contra, ſo refers to the firſt Particular , that without fight of 
that, no man can ſay punRually what was purchaſed : but rather what 
not was purchaſed, till chat particular be produced. And whereas the 
Contra& mentions the Baylift-wick to be but 5/. 13 5. 44. —_— 
after three Lives in being » it agreeth not with the Swrvey » which ſaith ic 


IS 4ol. per annum This 
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- 38 The Second Part 
This Contra® lay (a8 the Contractors thought) ſleeping, from the t 1 
of December, till the 15 of CAfarch following. In which time, the A. 
gents of Wells ſlept not ; for they being told by ſomebody thar if they 
could bur ger the firſt Particular out of the Regulters hands » and draw up 
and return another in the roomzthey might ger much more into their Pyu:. 
chaſe and Conveyancexthen they had indeed Contracted for. Which ſome, 
imployed in this Purchaſe, accordingly did. And in room of the firlt Par- 
ticular, the Particular here following (without any new Contract or war- 
rant from the Contractors ) was thruſt in, and brought to the Contra- 
ors ( March 15.) to figne. The Contractors, being by Ordinance of 
Parliament to look no further then to the Regiſters hand afhxed to the 
Particular,for their Warrant to figne the Contra&t made thereupcn, 
rheythen uſed not to have the whole read again, but onely the ſums for 
the Purchaſe to be paid ; how much in Poſleſſion, and how much in Re- 
verſion, and how many yeers Purchaſe for both. - Which donethey fign- 
ed ir, and gave their Warrant to the Truſtees, for paſſing a Conveyance 
accordingly. 
- The lait Particular, which the Contractors figned in March 1647.ran 
thus : 


Parcel of the Poſſe [F018 of the late Biſhoprick of Bath 
aud \Vclls. 


Com, Somerſ. © He Royaltie ot the Ciry or Burrough of wells, and of the forraine 
The laſt parti- « Fee, Baylift-wick, or Hundred of wells , commonly called well, 
lar for the and Wells Forum, with the Rights, Members and Appurtenances 


Corporation. «< thereof, inthe County of Somerſet , rogecher with the ſaid Hundred, 


* © And alſo all Courts, and Conrts of Record, or Court and Courts of 
© Pleas, Hundred Courts, Views of Frank-Pledge , and whatſoever to 
« view of Frank-Piedge appertainerh, Court Leers, Courts Baron, and 0- 
« ther Courts, to be holden fro'n three weeks to three weeks, or other» 
* wile, holden, or to be holden from time ro time, within the Ciry or Bur- 

© rough of Wells, and the Liberries thereof, or within the Hundred of Fells 
© and Wells Forum, aforeſnid. | Togerher, with the Guild Hall, and the 
© ground and ſoil thereof, wherein the ſaid Courts are uſually holden, 
« Andthe priſon or priſon Houſe thereunto adjoyning, And all Fines, 
« llues na amercements, requilires and profits, as well at the ſaid Courts, 
« and every of chem, as at the Seiſhons of the Peace, holden from time 
« tOtime at the Ciry or Burrough of wells aforeſaid. And alſo,all Fines for 
* Licenſe of Alienation, and polt-Fines, and all other Fines, Forfeitures, 
« Iflues and Amercements at the Afſizes or elſewhere, before whatſoever 
* Judge or Jultices, either in the High Court of Chancery , the Courr of 
* Kings Bench, or Common Pleas, or of Exchequer, due and payable,or 
* happening from time co tine to be due and payable by ary -perſon 
* or perſons within the County of Somerſet aforeſaid, }] And alſo the 
Biy- 


£6. ÞAMNGDSS. . ©. B. 


ASE, 


FBayliwick and Office of Bayliff of well, and of the Hundred of wel; 
end #Fells-Forum aforeſaid, And of the ſaid Liberty of the ſaid Biſhop 
of Bath and Wells, within the ſaid County of Somer ſet, And alſo full 
© Power and NE co keep the aforeſaid Courts, and every of them, 
*and rhe acculttomed Writs and Proceſs of the aforeſaid Courts and 
* Courts of Record, to be from rimeto time iſſued and awarded, To 
: bear Teti inthe name of che Miior of the ſaid Ciry or Burrough for the 
tine being ſucceſſively. And co be kept by the Maior or Recorder, or 
*by the Steward of the ſaid'Maior,Maſters an4 Burgeſles of the aid City 
f or Burroughs and their ſucceſſors for the time being, and ſuch other 
b Officers of the ſaid Mator, Matters and Burgeſlizs and their ſucceſſors for 
Fever tO be from time torime attendant upon the ſaid Courts, and to 
*erve and execute the Writs and Proceſles of the ſaid Courts ,and o- 
*ther matters and things in the ſaid Courts ( as were uſually attendanr 
bin and upon the ſaid Courts in thetine of the late Biſhops there.) And 
*2lſo power to diltrain for all tums of mony due and payable for or by 
F reaſon of the ſaid premiſes. Andall other remedies Km means forthe 
' having, recerving, levying or enjoying the premiles or any ofthem. And 
*allfairs with their appurtenances. | And all Markets holden and kepr, 
*:nd tobe from rimero rime holdens.and kept within the ſaid Ciry or 
* Burrough of Wells, or within the ſaid Hundred of Wells and Wells- Forum) 
*or any other part thereof. ] And all Tolls, Cuſtoms, Piccage, Sralage 
*2nd other benefits, profits, commodities and advantages, happening or 
$ coming, ariling or growing) for or by reaſon of the ſaid Fairs and Mar- 
Fkers or any of them. And alſo all Eſchetes, Waives, Eftrays, Deodanar, 
Goods and Chartels of Felons, Felons of themſelves, and of Fugitives, 
@ out-lawed perſons,and of perſons pur in exigent, happening or coming 
© within the City or Burrough of Wells }} or within Wells-Forum atore- 
Maid, or the Liberty or Liberries of the ſaid late Biſhop of Bath and 
bells within the ſaid Ciry or Burrough of Wells,or Wells-Formm aforeſaid, 
© Andalſo the Office of Clerk of the Marker, and whatſoever to the ſaid 
$Office appertaineth, the correRion of th2 Aſſize of Bread, Ale, and 
C Beer, and other Victuals, and the Tryal of all Weights aud Mealures. 
CTogether with all Fines and Forfeitares happening by reaſon of the 
(ſame within the Liberty and Liberties aforeſaid. Andalſo all Streets 
$andways,and the ground and ſoyl of the Marker place inthe ſaid City 
(or Burrough. AND alſoallother Royalties, ſervices, franchiſes, Lt- 
iberties, Priviledges, immunities, profits, commodities, advantages and 
temoluments whatſoever» of what nature or quality ſoever, within the 
(aid Ciry or Burrough of We/ls,and within the ſaid Hundred of Wells and 
(Wells-Forwm Or any part or parcel thereof, unto the lare Biſhop of Bach 
and Wells, or any other Biſhop there in right of the late Biſhoprick of 
© Bath and Wells, at any time within ten years before the beginning 
G of the Parliament of Eng land now afſembled at Weſtminſter, belonging 
tor appertaining. ] All which premiſes are of the preſent yeetly value 


( of nineteen pounds ten ſhillings. The improvement of the I 
aſre 
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The Ses | | 
C after three lives in being per «mmm, five pounds thirteen ſhillings four 
© pence. 
Mb particalar is grounded upon a Survey * taken by Benjamin Avry 
* Notſo, Gent. and others, the ſixth day of April 1647. and # made forth, exam. 
ned, and Signed by order of the Contrattors of the ſixth day of December 
T. 


oduced 
—_ tbo ( ontratted for Is Dec.1647- 
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H. Elſyng Regiſter, 


the Contra- 

Kors, The Premiſes above mentioned are contratted for and agreed to be 
ſold unto John Casbeard Gehit. on the behalf of the Corporation of 

Not ſo, Wells i» the County of Somerſet, 


© This particular is rated in fee-ſimple for the ſaid (orporation of 
*Y/Vells, ar twenty yeers purchaſe for the preſent yeerly value of the a- 
© foreſaid Royalties of Wells and Wells- Forum, being nineteen pounds 
© andren ſhillings in poſſeſhon ; and of four yeers purchaſe for the 
©mproved value of the ſail Baylywick after the dererminati- 
© on of three lives in being ; being five pounds thirteen ſhillings and four 
© pence in reverſion, According to which rates and values, the whole 
© purchaſe-mony payable into the Treaſury, upon Sealing the Aſſurance, 
© amounts to the tarah\ſum of four hundred and twelve pounds thirteen 
© ſhillings and four pence. 
© Whereof one full mjoyeryto be paid into the Treaſury upon Sealing 
© the Aſſurance, the pther moyery is to be paid at the end of fix months 
© chence next enſuing. For payment of which ſecond moyry ſecurity is 
©obe given toghe Treaſurers by a Leaſe robe made of the Premuſes 
© hereby contracted for, for fourſcore and ninteen yeers. Nevertheleſs, 
©frhe whole purchaſe-mony ſhall be paidinto the Treaſury upon Seal- 
© ing the Aſſurance, intereſt is ro be allowed for the ſecond moyry for fix 
© months, accordifg to the Ordinance of Parliament in that behalf, 
Henry Elſing Regiſter, 


In Artteſtation of the Contratt and Agreement above mentioneds, We the 
Contrattors whoſe names are ſubſcribed, have hereunto put our hands, 
this fifteenth day of March, Anno Domini 1647. 
John Blackwel, Ja. Ruſſel. Edw. Creſlert. 
I ho, Ayres. Richard Turner. Ti. Middleton. 


Heſe are to deſire and Authorize the Truiftees named and appointed is 

and by ſeveral Ordinances of both — of Parliament for the ſale of 
the Lands and Poſſeſſions of the late gArch- iſhops and Biſhops,or any five or 
more of them»to draw up and Seal a conveyance of the Premiſes hereby con» 
tratted for, unto the Maior, Malters and Burgeſles of the C ity or Burrongh 
of Wells in the ſaid County of Somerſet, and their ſucceſſors for ever, ac- 
cording tothe (ontyatt and Agreement above mentioned. To have andto 


hald 


of te CASE, 


hold unto the ſaid or » Maſters and Burpeſſes of the [aid City, or 
Burrongh of Wells, 62 their Succeſſors for ef i jo = the 
ſaid Truſtees by the ſeveral Ordinances of Parliament for the ſale of the 
Eſtates of the late Archbiſhops and Biſhops ought to hold and en/0), and 
are enabled to comvey the ſame. And alſo diſcharged of all demands, 
ayments and incumbrancess 4s amply as is ordained by any the ſaid ſeyeral 
Ordinances of Parliament made and provided in that behalf, Dated this 
1 5 of March, Anno Domini 1647. | 


John Blackwel. Ja. Ruſlel. Edwa. Crefer, 
Tho, Ayres. Richard Turner. Ti. Middleton. 


According to which Warrant, the Truſtees ſealed a Conveyance of 
all the Premiſes to the Mayor, Maſters and Burgeſſes of Fells aforeſaid, 
word for word'as the ſame is above expreſſed in the ſaid forged Part:i- 
ewlar. Which Conveyance bears date, Aar.22. 1647. and being en- 
rolled in Chancery, needs not here to be recited, By vertue whereof 
the Corporation have ſeiſed and enjoyed all and every the premiſes, 
and Ty particulars belonging to the eAfamor of Wells, and of 
Weſtbury roo, becauſe within the Hundred of Wells. 


About July 1648, Do&or Burge; (having no hope to get his money How Dr. Burge: 


tell into theſe 
bryars, and 


(lent to the Parliament) in kinde) reſolved to take it out in Biſhops 
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Linds. This being made known) ſome Parliament-men and others uſed efpouſed the 


all importunicy ro draw him on thereunto. Whereupon ſeveral Purchaſes States quarrel 


were propounded ro him ; as Witney in Oxfordſhire ; Muntton-Farly On 


in Wilts, Thornton-le more in Lincoln-ſhire ; Another place in Warwick- 
ſhire, Paddington in © Middleſex ,Banwel in Somer ſerſhire;&c. In every of 
which, ſome perſons of note got before him. 

At length» the ſame Parties that had propounded thoſe other par- 
ticulars, put him upon buying the Mannor of els; ro vvhich he vvas 
very hardly drawn partly becauſe many peeces thereof had been be- 
fore ſold by parcels ro others, which might occaſion differences to an 
after Purchaſer, and partly by reaſon of other great diſadvantages thar 
accrew to him that ſhould purchaſe a Biſhops Sear ; but chiefly,becauſe 
he ſaw it would coſt much more than all his moneys lent to the Par- 
lianent. Howbeir, through the inceſſant perſwaſions of friends, he did 
pa ro make that purchaſe. The manner of his Proceeding in it»is 

ere firſt briefly ſer down upon Oath made by a then Parliamenc man, 
that vvas very ative for the Stare in diſcovering the frauds of the 
Agents of the Corporation of Wells, as he vvas a Member of that Cons- 
mittee of Parliament for removing Obſtruttions, who ordered him ſo to 
do ; And then followeth a more full Narration of the-yvhole. 


G 


thar 
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T, 


Affidavit 6f « 


Col. Harvy, 


The Second Part 


The Oath is this. 


© FNOlonel Edmond Harvie of Fulham in the County of Q A{iddle- 
CES Oath, Thar he, in the yeer 1648: underſtanding that 
«© Dr Cornelius Burges, having lent ſeveral ſums of money to the then 
« Parliament upon the Publick, Faith, had ſome deſires co take 1t outin 
©rhe purchaſe of Biſhops Lands ; and, requeſting this Deponenc to make 
© ſome purchaſe thereof for him , this Deponent acquainted the Con- 
« tractors for ſale of the ſaid Lands, and ſome othEr perſons of quality 
*rherewicth. Andirt being conceived that it would be for the ſervice of 
« the Parliament co engage Miniſters, and eſpecially the ſaid DoRtox, in 
« the purchaſe of thoſe Lands, it was thought ft ro put him upon put- 
«chaſing the Mannor of Fells, parcel of che Poſleſhons of the late Bi- 
© ſhop of Bath and Wells , and of all elſe, there,then uncontradted for; 
«© the Contra&ors declaring that they, having made divers ſales of 
« ſundry parcels thereof before, refolved to make but one contract more 
<for all chen unſold. 
© That the Door being told hereof, ſaid , he would firſt go to Mells 
© 2nd ſee it ; and afterwards, wrote to this Deponent to purchaſe it for 
« him. This Deponent thereupon defired a Particalar thereof ro con- 
© tract upon. But before any Contralt ſigned, the ſaid DoRor told this 
© Deponent, and the ſaid Conmrattors, that having informed himſelf of 
© the Conveyance to the Corporation of Wells, made almoſt a yeer before, 
© he found that divers things now put into his Parr:calar, were paſſed 
© before to the ſaid Corporation and therefore he refuſed to contratt, 
©till thoſe things were cleared ; ſaying, he would not purchaſe ro him- 
c - ſuites in Law » inftead of Biſhops Lands ; or words to that 
« effect. 
« That the ſaid ContraRors taking this into con{ideration, and finding 
< it to be ſoxthey firſt (as this Deponent hath credibly heard) wrote to the 
© ſaid Corporation to reEtihe the ſame 1n a fair and friendly way z which 
« they nor doingzthe ſid Contrattors Certified the ſame to the Committee 
© of Parliament for removing Obſtruttions, as a great obſtruction in ale 
© of the ſaid Mannor) praying their ayd for redreſs, Which Committee 
© thereupon iflued Summons to the ſaid Corporation to anſwer the 
© ſame, 
© That upon their appearauce, and hearing of both Parties that Com- 
* mittee Ordered the ſaid Gomrattors to certifie more particularly what 
*they did indeed fell to the ſaid Corporation ; and wherein they were 
« ſurpriſed. Which the (ontrattors accordingly did,about the beginning 
© of March 1648. 3s this Deponent believerh. After which the {aid 
© Commitree of Parliament appointed ſome of their own number, to 
© dravy up the full fare of this buſineſs, and to report it to that Com- 
© mitree, that it might afterwards be Reported to the then Parliament, in 
« caſe the ſaid Corporation ſhould nor give ſatisfaRion therein. Of - 
, « Whic 


of the CASE, 


e which the ſaid Dr. Burge: was to hive Copies. And the ſaid Commit- 
«tee and C ontrattors being together, aſlured him that they would endeavor 
* ro ſee all rettified, and reconveyed, if he would go on in the purchaſe of 
*the ſaid Mannor and premiſes, 

*Thar the ſaid Dr. ( as appeared tothe ſaid Commiſſioners ) being (a- 
©rihed herewith, defred this Deponent to Comratt for the ſame ; 
« which he accordingly did : and the Dr. Signed the ſaid Contract, paid 
<1n his purchaſe-mony, and hada {Conveyance thereof Sealed before the 
©25 Of March 1649. as this Deponenc b<lzeveths to which he referrerh 
« for more certainty, 

«© This Deponent further depoſerh,thar the Sub-Commirtee of the ſaid 
« Commurree of Parliaments having drawn up and certified the State of 
«this buſineſs rothat Commirree, the ſaid Corporation in April following 
«(as this Deponent hath heard and beleeverh ) did impower ſome of 
© their Members to treat with the ſaid Commitree of Parliament,and to 
«end the fame. Bur, this coming to nothing, the ſaid Committee com- 
*mitred ro ſafe cuſtody John (abeard, as one of the Agents of the ſaid 
© Town of Wells : and finding yer no fatisfaRtion, they Ordered the ſaid 
© (aſe tobe reported to the then Parliament as it was, if ſatisfattion ſhould 
not be g1ven in one month. And this was done ( as he remembreth ) in or 
* about May 1650. be being then a Member of the ſaid Commirteebu: 
© referreth himſelf ro the ſaid Order and Report. 

© That after making of this Order, a Reference was deſired, and there 
© were choſen by the ſaid Town, or their Agents ( as this Deponent be- 
Fleeverh ) Liſlibone Ling Eſq; ( now Knight and Recorder of London ) 
* and Colonel Dove, for the ſaid Town : and the ſaid Dr. Burges choſe 
* this Deponent, and Major Salway, for him, to arbirrate and agree the 
* ſame. VVhereupon,our of a deſire of friendly compoſing all difteren- 
# ces herein, this Deponent mer the ſaid Perſons ; and ofren mer with 
"the ſaid Liſlibone Long, and » in the preſence of ſome of the ſad 
* parties or their Agents » did, after many Debates, two ſeveral 
6 rimes agree the ſame, with the ſaid Liſlebone Long, who deſired that he 
© might acquaint the ſaid Corporation with the ſaid Agreements before 
© Signing ; ro which this Deponent conſenred. Bur afterwards the ſaid 
* Liſlibone Long told this Deponent, that the ſaid Corporation did not 
* like the Agreements, After which, this Deponent heard nothing more 


© hereabour from that Corporation. 
Edmond Harvy, 


This contains a Brief of the Buſineſs from the yeer 1648-to the end 
of the yeer 1632. and therefore is here inſerreds that the Readers ma y 
be ſatisfied borh wich the matter, and manner of proceeding ſo far forth 
as that Affidavit extendeth, 


Now that ic may appear he hath depoſed nothing bur truth, here- 
unto is added 2 more full and diſtin& relation of the ſeveral lteps ot 
G 2 pr 0- 
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Contraftors 
to the Corpo X 
ration, 


The Second Part 


proceedings of the ſaid ( ontrattors and Commitrtee of Parliamency con- 
cerning thig b ufineſs : as well as what after happened berween the Cor- 
poration and the Door, when he coped wich chem upon the account of 
a Purchaſer. Where firſt,take norice that the Dogtor, having been at 
Wells to take view of what was there to be ſold-had ſome conference with 
the hen Maior, who refuſed to part with any thing compriſed in their 
Conveyance. The Doctor therefore at his return to London told the 
Contrattors that he had no hope to recover any thing back which by words 
the Town had gotten into their Conveyance. The ContraQors there- 
upon wrote this enſuing Letter. 


Gentlemen) 

C E find upon the Sale of the Mannor of Wells ( whereof you 
\ x / «never bought any thing ) that there 1s a very great Obſtru- 
« ion in perfefting the conveyance of the ſaid Mannor, by 
» means of ſundry words which over and above the Contra firlt made 
» With us, you have by Counſel gotten into your Conveyance, to the ſur- 
» prifal of this Commuttee, and the prejudice of the State. We are ve- 
ry unwilling to impute any thing to your Corporation but wharis 
» juſt and worthy of it, but rather apprehend ir ar preſent to be a peece of 
» the skill of your Counſel, ro give you words enow ; and » without due 
z limications. We therefore deſire you to fendup ſome of your Members 
,forthwith unto us, with full power to clear all things that ar& now 
» doubrful, and ro quit whatever appertaineth ro the Mannor of Wells or 
,to any other Mannor of the late Biſhop of Bath and Wells, The intereſt 
, Of the Stare ( ro which we are ſworn ) requires us to preſs you that this 
z may be done by you before the thirteenth day of Decemb. next. Other- 
, Wiſe we ſhall be enforced ro.take ſuch ſpeedy courſe hereinzas to juſtice 

, andequiry ſhall appertainzinthe purſuance of the Trult of 


Gurny-Houſe, 10 Nov. | Tour very loving friends , 
1648. Ti. e Middleton, V Fill. Roberts, 


John Blackpel, Rob. Fenwick, 
Tha, Ayres. Edw, Creſſer. 


To our very loving friends,the Maior, 
Maſters, and Burgeſles of ells in 
the County of Somerſet, Theſe, 


This Letter being delivered, and taking none effe&, the ContraQors 
Certified to- the Committee of Parliament for removing of Obſtruttions , as 
followeth : 


To 


of theC ASE, 45 
To the Honorable, the Committee of Lords 

and Commons for removing of Obſtru- 

ions in the ſale of Biſhops Lands : 


The humble Certificate of the ContraRors for Sale of the ſaid Lands, 


c Hereas at the ſuir of che Maior , Miſters and Burgeſſes The 6:0 Cer 
© of Wells in the County of Somerſer, we did, 26 Novem. tificare of the 
© 1647+. grant an Order forthe making forth a Particy- £orafors a- 

6lar of the Liberries and Baylywick of that Burrough, YPells-Forum and gainſt the 
&P7/!; Hundred (who have ever been cittint from the Mannor of PVells FEY 
Fate parcel of the | my of che late Biſhop of Bath and VVells, = 
6 upon Treaty did Contra with their Agent for che premiſes only, bur 
$ not for any part of the Mannor of Vet; : 

« Now ſo it is;that when we came to Sign that Contract, anda VVar- 
t rant to the Truſtees ſor the drawing up a Conveyance, another Parti- o- _ 
« cular was preſented to us, with the ſaid Contract and V Varrane entred gf this chang 
Ccthereon. In which Part:cs/ar divers general words being by the Coun- of the Particx- 
« ſel inſerted, without due limications ( the extent whereof , partly i” that no- 
« through mulciplicity of buſineſs lying upon our hands, and partly allo _ = 
e through the preſſing 1mporruniry of their Counſel baſtening us for __ —_— i 
«diſpatch » we did not ſo well apprehend ) we did ſer our hands Particular ,ro 
«to the ſaid Contrat and VVarrant for drawing up a Conveyance fatisfe 2 Pur- 
eaccording to that Particular : bur, with no purpoſe to paſs any thing arm _ 
cpertaining tothe Mannor. VVhereupon their Counſel cook advan- ature 
(tage ſo to have the Conveyance drawn up» as' now appears to be ſpecial Order 
 oreatly prejudicial ro the State : Havingin 1t ſundry general words , the Contra- 
«which ( in time ) poſſibly may be conſtrued ro rake in ſo much of the =” —_— | 
« Royalties and profits of tht Mannor of P/ells ( of which we never ſold this Caſe made 
$ them, nor they defired to buy any thing ) as may amount roa conſide- no Order ar all. 
©rable value above what they paid for their purchaſe, befide much wrong Nor did they e- 
*rothe Mannorand rothe purchaſer thereof. Yea, when we came to ſell 80 Wee 
« the Mannor, it appeared to us that we have been ſo far ſurptized in the nt 
(ſaid Particular and Conveyance paſled tothe ſaid City, that we cannot made;or ro pur 
 ©perfe&any Particular of that Mannor to the ſatisfaction of a Purcha- in any words 
« ſer, until the Conveyance paſſed to the ſaid Ciry be firſt reviewed and — ; 
, - rs By means whereof, the State ſuffers dammage to a great va- as really da 

*$o ſoon as this was diſcovered we defired the Truftees in September 
« laſt, to dire& their Order to the Surveyors of that Mannor, forthwith 
* to enquire and certifie what was peculiar to the. Mannor , diſtin&t 
© from the Burrough and other the premiſes. Upon which the Survey- 
* ors did their endeavors, and dealc with that Corporation to ſtare the 
« ſame but received a dilatory and unſatisfaRory anſwer. Whereupon 
© we did,on thetenth of November laſt,write a more preſſing Letter co = 

£ 


The Second Part 


« ſaid Corporation:to let them know they had abuſed nor us alone;butthe 
«State alſo ; requiring them to ſend up ſome of their Members fully 
« impowredgto clear all doubts, and to diſclaim whatever appertainerhts 
« the ſaid Mannor, before rhe 1 3 of this month : which was delivered 
© che Maior upon the 18 of November laſt. To which the Maior hk 
«ſent no other anſwer,bur a deſire to be excuſed ill che next Term, pre. 
« tending they had not their Counſel by them 3; not conſidering hoy 
<much rhe State is prejudiced therebyand that it 1s matter of fact, nor of 
« Lawxthat is now in quetlion : and chat they might have had their own, 
© or-any Counſel preſent,in caſe they had needed Counſel, We there. 
« fore in diſcharge of our Truſt, held ic our duty timely to repreſent this 
«to your Honors : Humbly ſubmicring it co your grave conſideration, 


VVilliam Roberts. Edw. Creſſet. Ti. Middleton, Robert Fenwick, 
John Blackwel, Thomas Ayres, James Ruſſel. 
Gurny-Hoyſe, 22 Decemb. 1648. 


Upon conſideration had of this Certificate, the ſaid Committee of 
Parhament ifſued an Order of Summons, Decemb. 2.8. 1648. Requiring 
the ſaid Mator, MMaiterss and Burgeſſes fo attend the Committee, by them- 
ſelves or by ſome others ſufficiently inſtrulted herein, within ten 4a): after 
notice thereof ,&c. to anſwer the premiſes ; and hereof they were not to fail, 


Order of Fev,zxs Feb. 16. 1648. they appeared by ſoze of their members and Coun- 
1648. ſel ; and being heard, a Sub-Commutree was appointed ro examine the 
whole buſinels at Gwr»y-Houſe, and to State and report the ſame upon 
Ocder of Fcb.27 V/V/edneſday following. Bur this being not done, The Committee reſu- 
L649, med the matter upon the 27 of the ſame Month, and then it was Ordered 
that the Contrators ſhould forthwith more particularly certifie what Royal 
ties; Hereditaments, Lib:rties and appurtenances of the poſſeſſions of the lat 
Bi op of Bath and Wells they intended to ſell unto the Town of Wells,and for 
what ſum, And likewiſe whether they did intend by any general words af- 
zer theffirſt-Contract Signed by the Agent for VVells, to ſell wnto the ſaid 
T own any thing more then was comprehended in their Order of Contract and 
firſt Particular and Contract Signed by the ſaid ,Agem ? And whether an) 
thing ſo ſold unto the ſaid Towngbe any part or parcel of the (Afamnor of 
Wells, or of other the Poſſeſſions, Hereditaments, or Royalties belonging 
to the ſaid e Mannor ® And, if any ; what Poſſeſſiong, Hereditaments or Roj- 
alties belonging to the ſaid Manor, they fo ſold, 


This O:der being tranſ{micted cothe Conraltorry they certified as fol- 
loweth: : 
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| Tothe Right Howourable the Lords and Commons for removing of Ol-The (ontrafters 
ſtrufttons tn the Sale of Biſhops Lana. 2, Certif.Mar, 


The Humble Certificate of the Conrattors for the ſale of the ſaid Lands, *** 648, 


©rouching YPells, we do humbly cerrifie as followeth : 
« Inthe firſt Parricular,the things 
« broughr in amount to 25 l. 03 1.044. per annum. 

« The things in the Survey valuedand contained in that Particulars do 
« make up that ſum. Which things are theſe, viz. 

« The Royalty of V/Yells-Forum, Within which are two Fairs, to wit, of 
« Priddy and Bimnegar, valued in the Survey, at the yeerly 
«ſum of OL /. 105. c0 4, 

« The ColleRion of certain Poſt-fines 
©nd Amercements ifluing out of the Exe 
«chequer, called the Green-wax, Within 
«the Lidercy of the ſaid Biſhop, valued 
catthe yeerly ſum of 


« The Leers or Law-days within the C 


( [* purſuance of your Honours Order of the 25 of Februavyy laſt 


| 
1 Os OQs COs 


tCiry of YPells, and every week a Courr 
$ of Record,and every three weeks a three 
©weeken-Court, valued in the Survey at 
*the yeerly ſum of 
h The four Fairs in VVells ( the Profs 
| t whereof go to the Bayliff for three lives 
| ©yetin being) valued at the ſum of 
| ©The whole ſum for this Purchaſe at 20 4 amt c—_—_ 


OY. 00s, OO» 


» © 
OF. 13+ 04- 


| 
| 
| tyeers for the 19 /. 10 5. in poſſeſſion,and IP 
| *tor 5 1.135.4 4. after 3 lives at four 412+ 13. 04, 
yeers purchaſe, amounts in all to 
* But we certifie, that the Hundred was included in the nineteen 
*pounds ren ſhillings per a-mwm in poſſeſhon. And that rhe Markers 
| were thruſt into the Fa Particular, as valued under the five pounds 
'ten ſhillings four pence for the Fairs inVVells ;, which we now find ro 
'deamiltake, and ſurprize. The ſaid Markers were ſevered from the 
f Farrsxin the Survey, and not valued, though valuable. 
©VVe alſo cergfie, that being informed by Casbeard that the Bayly- 
*Wick contained nothing more then is comprehended in the Particulars 
"here above ſpecified ( unleſs what is made out of the Baylifts labour ) 
*upon that ground only, wedid admir the Baylywick to be put into the 
*11dContra& ; wherein we alſo find our ſelves miſtaken, and ſurprized, 
*1t being of greater value and extent. 
*VVe did likewiſe intend toſell ro the ſaid Town, all VVaives and 


"Strays, Felons g00ds, &c. ( a8 inthe Survey ) within the aid Towns 
"ad Forum, belonging to the ſaid Town or Burroughs, and Forum yo 
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The Second Part 


« Andthe VVays and Streers mentioned in the ſaid Particular, were no 
« otherwiſe intended by us to be ſold unto them, bur in reference to the 
© Fairs>and Marker place only. : | 
c As for the Guild-Hall and Priſon, we neither did, nor could intend 
« to ſell theſe unto them, they being not ar all in the Particular, by 
« which we' contracted with the Town. And how they came in afrer- 
« wards, we do not know, they being not then returned in the Survey, 
. © Other then the Particulars hereabove ſpecified, we never intended by 
© any words general or ſpecial, to ſell chem any thing ( although within 
« the ſaid Town of YVells, or Hundred of VVells and VVells-Forum.) Nor 
£Jowe know that thoſe things are any part of the Mannor of VVells ; of 
« which, or of any other Mannor, we never meant to ſell them any thing, 
« Only we intended that , as on the one fide the Corporation ſhould be 
© free fromthe Lord of the Mannor; ſo, on the other fide,that they ſhould 
© have nothing to do with the ſaid Lord, or with any of his Tenants, or 
« with his or their Poſſeſſions, by way of Juriſdiction over him or chemyby 
© vertue Of their ſaid Purchaſe. a ; 
Gurny-Houſe, 5 V Vill. Roberts, Ti. Middleton, Rob, F enwick, Ja. Ruſſel, 
Mar.164$. John Blackwel. Rich, Turner, Thomas A [Yr 65, 


This being certified, It was Ordered that a Sub-Committee ſhould 
draw up a Report of the whole buſineſs, to be by that Commirree Re- 
porced to the Parliament , in caſe the Town of Wells, (ſome of them 
confeſling the truth of that Certificate) ſhould not forthwith relin- 
quiſh and reconvey the reſidue unduly thrult inco their Conveyance. 
And then the ſaid Contractors, and Committee of Parliament preſled 
Dr Burges to go on with the purchaſe of the annor of Wells ; vvhich he 
accordingly did. For onthe 16 of March then inſtant, he contracted 
for the Mannor of Wells , and for whatever elſe was then unſold that 
belonged to the late Biſhop of Bath and Y Vells in or about Y Yells, in 
righr of his ſaid Biſhoprick, 

But before the ContraR was ſigned, Colonel web came to the Con- 
tractors with a Meſſage from the Truſtees, ro defire them to beware 
what they did in ſelling the Mannor of Wells, and what elſe was the Bi- 
ſhops there; for that thoſe Truſtees were informed that there were 
divers things belonging to the ſaid Biſhop in and about Wells, that were 
not ſurveyed, Doctor Burges then defired him to inflance what thoſe 
things were ; but none could be given, Whereupon the Door, ha- 
ving before mer with ſome, &'c. that , ſo ſoon as they heard he was 
abour that purchaſe, ſought ro deter him from it , he took it tobe ſome 
Artifice of theirs > to hinder his preſenc proceeding. Theretore 
he firlt appealed ro che ContraQtors and Regiſter , whether they could 
upon a bare ſuggeſtion, refuſe to ſign a Contrat made according to 
Ordinance of Parliament ? They anſwered, No. 

Doctor Barges then olfered.char, whereas divers purchaſes of ſeveral 
things in and about Wells, had been made before his, if the Contraier 
woul 
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of the CASE, 


would engage to allow hint a Repriſe for whatever ſhould appear to be 
ſold before, or not to be part of the premiſes for which he now Con- 
tracted he would enter an engagement to them co pay for whatever 
more than was then Surveyed, ſhould be after (within a fixed time then 
to be agreed upon) diſcovered, according to the rates at the (ontratt 
zoreed upon. Provided he might have Ins Conveyance in ſuch compre- 
enfive words, as might take in all, without a new Deed of purchaſe. 
The Contrattors conſented, and ſar fixMoneths for the time of diſcovery. 
Dr Burges then ſigned the Contralt, with this clauſe in ic. On the 19 of 
that Monerth, the Contrattors figned the Comratt, which was to be ab- 
ſolute, according to the Particulars therefore they took no notice there» 
in of this Agreement, Yer, for diſcharge of their Truſt, they afrei 
certified it to the Truſtees, and gave the Doctor a Duplicace thereof, 
ſubſcribed with cheir own hands in theſe words : 


e E the Contraltors vvhoſe names are ſubſcribed, do hereby Cer- 
tie, That we have taken an engagement of Dr Burges pur- 
, chaſer of the Mannor of Wells in the County of Somerſet, under 


<his hand, That in caſe any other Land, Tenements, Rents, or heredi- 
ctaments ſhall vvithin ſix Monerhs, to be accounted from the 16 day of 
«March inſtant, be diſcovered, which may poſhbly paſs by rhe general 
« words contained in his Particular, albeirc not compriſed or mentioned 
<1nany of the ſurveys; The ſaid Doctor ſhall pay for the ſame ar ſuch 
eproportionable rates as he hath Contrated for other the premiſes, 
© With whom alſo we have agreed > that a Repriſe ſhall be allowed to 
*him, according to ſuch proportionable rates, for whatſoever Lands, 
(Tenements, Rents, or Hereditaments mentioned in any of the ſaid ſur- 
©veys, which at any time hereafter ſhall appear either to be already ſold, 
*or not to be parcel of the premiles by the ſaid Door Contracted for, 
"Witneſs our hands this 23 of March 1648, 


VVillam Roberts, Rob.Fenwick, V Will. Methwold, 
Ti. Middleton, T ho. Ayres, Ja.Ruſſels John Blackwell. 


This Certificate being tranſmitted ro the Truſtees, the next day the 
Truſtees ſealed unto Door Burges a Conveyance of the Manor of 
Wells;with the R iohts, Members and Appurtenances thereof in the (onn- 
ty of Somerſer. And alſo all Rents of gAfſiſe, free Rents, cuſtomary 
Rents, or Copy-hold Kents,R ents ſeck,Rents ſervice, Fee-Farm R ents and 
other Rents and yeerly ſums of money whatſoever , to the. ſaid Mannor 
«na Burough of Wells or either of them belonging or appertaining»&c, 
eAnd alſo all and ſmgular, the Meſſuages, Cottages, Tofis , Croffs, Mills, 
Houſes, Eaifices, buildings Orchards, Gardens, &c. to the ſaid eAtannor 
and premiſes, or any of . ta or to any part or parcel of them or any of 
them belonging or appertamng. OR VV HICH the late Biſhop of Buth 
and VVells, or any his Predeceſſors mn right of the ſaid Biſhoprick at 
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The Second Part 


any time within Ten yeers before the begmning of this Parliament, oy 
thence;had, held, or enjoyed, or ought to have held or enjoyed WITH] 


the ſaid Aſannor and premiſes, or any of them. 

And this they niche very well do (authorized thereunto by the 
Contra&ors Warrant of March 19.1648.) for that the Door had vo- 
luncarily entred into the engagement aboveſaid , never put y 
EO Purchaſer, albeit their Conveyances ran in General wordsas 
his did. 

While this was a doing , Colonel Harvie by Order ( as aforeſaid) 
drew up the State of the whole buſineſs between the Corporation and 
the Contractors, to be after Reporred to the Parliament ( if need re- 
required) as followeth : 


He Contraftors for Sale of Biſhops Lands iz December [aſt ,Certr- 
fied this Committee, that the Corporation of \ lls 71 the County 
Somerſet, have by thetr Agents in their laſt Purchaſe of the Liberties 
and Royalties of that Burrough, and of the Hundred of Wells, ſurpri- 


Certif, of Dee, 5ed the Contrattors,and very much wronged the State by an undue Par- 


A241 648, 


2s 


Is, 
VVarrant it 
TÞlf, 


ticular drawn up without Warrant, whereby the Contrafors could pit 
make ſale of the Mannor of Wells, whereof they ſold nothing to the 
Town. And that the ſazd Corporation refuſed to refiifie this 11 a pri 


F vate way. 


Hereupon this Committee ſent out an Order, Decemb, 28, 1648, 
ſummoning the ſaid Mator and Corporation to ſend up ſome of then 
own members, or others fully 1nſtruged to grue an account hereof within 
10 days after notice. Which Order was ſerved upon them. 

Upon the ſixteenth. of February the ſaid Corporation appeared ty 
Mr, Robert Morgan, an4 John Caſecbeard, two of thetr members, 
who avowed that the Corporation had bought a great deal of the Manna 
of Wells ( referring to the Conveyance :) which « Sub-Committee o 
the Contrafors ( then preſent ) demed. 

It was then Ordered that ſome Members of that Committee ſhould exa- 
mine all papers and proceedings theretn at Gurny-Houſe, and there- 
upon ſtate and Report matter of fa unto you, by that day ſeven-night, 

Your Sub-Committee not meeting, this Committee reſumed the whole 
buſine ff, Febr, 27, and after full examination thereof, both parties 
berng preſent, it appeared, 

That at the requeſt of the ſaid Caſebeard, the Contraors mac 
an Order to the Regiſter Novemb. 26, 1647, to make forth, andin- 
groff a Particular of the Royaltics of the Hundred of Wells and 
Wells-Forum, with the Fairs of Priddy andBinegar, parcel of the 
Poſſeſjions of the" late Biſhoprick of Bath aud Wells, And _ 


of the CASE, 
the only Warrant for any Particular, ; reference to the ſad Corpora- 
ton, 

That the ſaid Corporation ( Novemb.28.1647.) gave 1uſftruftt- 


FI 


2. 
Letters of the 


ons to Caſcbeard 17 a Letter, to purchaſe e( be(zde the former part iCu- Town. 


lars ) the Baylywick of the Town, the Court of Record, the 3 Weeken- 
Court and Leet, and Law-day for the Town; the three-Weeken Court, 
or Leer or Law-day for the Forum, the four Fairs 12 the Town, and 
the chief Rents ( if #nctdent to the Law-day) and Felons goods, 
and Clerk of the Market, and Return of Writs, andſuch Iſſues and 
Amercements as fall upon any Towns-man, whether in the Seſhons 
at Wells, or in the County, granted ty Letters Patents of Edw. 4. 

But the Maior aud Communalty of Wells did under the Seal of 


-. 


. 4 . a IJ » 
the Matoraltie, Dec. 4.1647. Authorize the ſaid Morgan, Caſe- Letter of AZ 
beard, andone Cox to be their Agents with the Contractors for the "ys 


Purchaſe of the Royaltics and Liberties of the ſaid Burrough, aud 
of Wells-Forum, azd V Vells Hundred, with the Fairs of Binegar 
and Priddy. And Mr, Morgan confeſſed that this was all. 

That Caſebeard indeed pretended that be had another Letter tn 
Decemb, 2647. to buy moye,viz, the Guild-Hall and Priſon : but 
be produced noxe ſuch, Noy were the Guild-hall and Priſon then at all 
Retwrned tn the Survey, and ſo could not be put tnto any Particular 
grounded thereupon. 

That upon the 1 5 of that Decemb. the ſaid Caſebeard dd Con- 


4o 


$, 


tra 1n the behalf of the ſaid Town, for the Royaltie of Wells , and Contratt, 


Wells-Forum, the Baylywick of the Town and Forum of V Vells, 
mth all and ſingular the Farrs, Markets, Clerkſhip of the Market 
ed profits thereof, and all other thizgs to the ſaid Baylywitk pertain- 
'ng, And alſo the Office of Stewardſhip of the Town of V Vells, and 
all the profits and advantages thereunto belonging. This Contract 
takes iy all Fairs, Markets, Clerk ſhip of the Markets, Baylywick of the 
Hundred, and Stewardſhip, which were not warranted by the Contra- 
aors to be put into the Particular, nor deſired by the Town tn their 
laft Inflru8irons under Seal, nor are grounded upon the Survey, This 
Contract was Signed by Casbeard : zor was there ary other made at 
all by the ſazd Town, 

It was confeſſed by Casbeard, that the ſaid Corporation had zot 


6, 


Notes of the 


tought the rents of the Burrough, nor the Lot-Lead, ror any thing of Commirtee. 


the Manor of VVells : That be, and owe Couper had away the firſt 
Particular upox which he Contrafed for the Town. That there was 
never more then one Contra made for the ſaid Town, That the 
Particular, which ( after the Purchaſe was aſcertained ) was offered p 

H 2 the 


T2 


Order of Feb, 
37, 


Cer tif.of Mar, 
7.1648, 


The Second Part 


the ContraQors to Sign, as a Warrant for the Truſtees to vecerve thy 
Purchaſe-mory, and for the Truſtees to paſſ and Seal the Conveyance 
of the ſaid Purchaſe, was not the ſame with the firſt, but drawn up ly 
Mr, Thomas Salmon thez Matoy of V Vells. And what is becone 
of the fir(t Particular, the ſard Casbeard kroweth pot. 

That the ſaid laſt Particular abth contarn much more thes evey the 
ſatd Town tought, or paid for, or then the ContraQors ever intend. 
ed tothem to ſell, According towhich Particular, thezy Conveyance 
was drawn up and Sealedzand inrolled. which hath already occaſioned 
much dammage to the State, and may occaſion much more, if not ſpeedil 
prevented, | 

The Committee fizding ſo great a difference between the Certifi. 
cate of the ContraQors, axdthe laſi Particular aud Conveyance 
made to the Town of V Vells, «zd Order the ſaid Contractors to certi- 
fie more particularly what Royalties, Hereditaments, Liberties , aud 
Appurtenaices of the Poſjeſſions of the late BiſhopF Bath and 
Wells they :zterded to ſell unto the ſaid Town, azdfor what ſum, And 
likeniſe rhether they aid tutend by any General woyds, after the fir 
Contract /igned Ly Caſebeard, to ſell them any more the; was com- 
prehended in the firſt Contract and Particular > Andwhether they 
fold ay part of the Mannor of Wells unto them, and what part there- 
of £ 

' The Contra&ors certified, Mar, 7. laſt, That they ſold to the ſaid 
Town theſe particulars, 
The Royaltzes of \Nells and Wells Hunared : and the two Fairs « 
Binegar and Priddy at 30s, per annum, 

The ColleFing of Poſt-fines axd Amercements 1ſſuing out of the 
Exchequer, called the Green-wax, valued at 10 I, per annum, 

The Leets, or Law-days, the three-Weeken Courts, and Court of 
Record, yalued at 8 |, per annum, 

All theſe were in poſſeſſion, and amount to 1g 1,10 s, per annum, 
and ſold at 20 yeers purchaſe, 

The four Fairs tn Wells, after 3 Iryes in being, valued at 5 |, 135. 
4 4, at four yeers purchaſe. 

which ſums, at the rates aboveſaid, make the total ſum of the Pur- 
chaſe 4121,13 5, 44. 

Thy was the juſt ſum for which they Contrafted according to the Vs 
lues tn the Survey. And more then theſe things, the Contractors nt- 
vey intended to ſell them thing, 


an 
The ſa;d Congactors <h further Certifie theſe Particulars wheres 
theywere ſurprized : Viz, 


The 


of the CASE, 

The two weekly Markets were unduly thruft into the ſum of 5 1.13 s. 
4 4. at which the four Fairs iz the Town alone, are valuable ; which is 
not warranted by the Survey, And the Markets are Valued at a con(i- 
derable ſum by themſelues, for which nothing is paid in the Purchaſe, 

They were perſwaded by Caſebeard, that the Baylywick contained 
ao more but what us before expreſſeaunder the 25 1, 3 5. 4 d.,andthere- 
wor the ContraQors put it into the Contratt : whereas the Survey, 
beſide all the particulars before rehearſed, afterwards mentions and Va- 
lues the Baylywick diſt1nily, and by it ſelf, at 401. per annum, 12 
reuer (ion after three lrues ; which the Town hath gotten tnto their laſt 
Particular az4 Conveyance, paying zothin; for it, and I-ft 14 1.65, 
8 4, chargeable upon the Mannor for the Bayliffs fee, to be pad by the 
State notwithſi&n. ding : which muſt be repriſed to the Purchaſer of 
the Mannor, 

They fuythey ſay, that the Guild-Hall and Priſon neither were 17 
the firſt Particular, zor at al! Contracted for, Nor were they at all 
returned or menttoned tn the Survey whereupon that Particular was 
Tounted: and ſo could not be intended to be ſold unto them, 

They ſay, they never intended to ſell, nor did the Town at all deſire 
to buy any part of the Mannor of Wells, or of any other Mannor. Only 
they tntended to ſell the Royalties of the Burrongh and Hundred, ſo, that 
the Lord ſhould not have ought to do with the C or poration, nor they with 
him, or any of his Tenants, by way of Juriſdition, by vertue of thety 
Purchaſe, 

They Certifie that they never intended, by any words General or Spe- 
cial, to ſel! any thing to the ſaid Town, more then was truly and real.) 
Intended to be ſold unto them in the firſt Contract, 

The Town therefore have greatly abuſed and wronged the State both 
in Special words, as alſo 1z General words thruſt into the laft Partt- 

, 

By Speclal woras, they carry theſe thi ngs which were never ſold un- 
to them : viz, 

The whole Baylywick, valued after 3 Irues in being at 40 l.per an. 

Two weekly Markets i+ the City of Wells,which are of good value, 

The Guild-Hall azd Priſon, which bave ever belonged to the Lord of 
the Manor, 

All VVaives and Strays, Deodands,andFelons Goods,Qc. up- 
0 the Mannor, which were ever d:ftinf from thoſe of the Town and 
Hundred, 

All Courts Baron, and Minery Courts,ualagd at 40 5s. per an. 
AI Vays andStreets, which bave ever belonged to the Lord of the 
Mannor, By 
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The Second Part 
By General Words, they have taken into thety laft Particular 1d 
Conveyance. | "_ 

All Royalttes, Services, Franchiſes, Liberties, Prividedges, Immy- 
nities, Profits, Commodities, Advantages and Emoluments whatſoever, 
of what ature or quality ſoever, WITHIN the (ard City 07 Burrough 
of Wells, andWw1T HIN the ſaid HUNDRED of Wells ad 
VVells-Forum, or any part or parcel thereof, wito-the late Bi ſbop of 
Bath and V Vells,or any other Biſhop there, iz right of the late Biſhop. 
rick of Bath and \WNells, at any time within ten yeers before the beguu- 
ning of the Parliament of England ow aſſembled at \Veſtminſter, 
belongisg or appertarning. 

Under theſe General words, ſo unduly thruſt into the laſt Particu. 
lar (Ly vertue whereof ther Counſel told you, that " concerue they 
hate bought very much of the Mannor of Wells ) may be comprehend- 
ed, ana hereafter claimed, as being within the Hundred of Wells, 

I, The Royalties of the Lot-Lead, valued per ann, at 80, 

2, The Rojalties and Services of the Mannor of Wells, andren 
both of the Mannor and Burrough,valued per ann,at 150 1, 

3. All Walſts, Herriots, Commons, Services of Tenants, 
which are mas, y and great. 

To ſay nothing of the Mannor of Weſtbury , within the ſam: 
Hundred alſo. 

Theſe things valued in the Surveys,amount per ann. to250 |, 

Vhich, aſter the rates of the Purchaſe mage by the Town, comes tt 
50001], 

By means whereof the Contractors have had the Mannor of Wells 
lying upon their hands for divers moneths, And the State hath all the 
while paid Intereſt for at leaſt 5000 1, for that the ſaid Contraftors 
could not perfer a Particular of that Mannor, tull this Otſiruftonhe 
remoted; which the Town refuſed to yeeld unto in an amicable way, ab 
though eazeitly deſired Ly the Contractors ſo to do. 

Thu atuſe the Contractors were u;williyg to charge upon the Cor- 
poration it ſelf, but firſt emputed ozl 'y to thetr Agents, But, upo# the 
Summons of the Town baker, they haue openly owned and avoneditly 
their Counſel ; andthe tmbezelling of the firſt Particular, axd the 
drawing uv of a new on? Ly the ſutd Maior without Warrant (whence al 
this miſchret to the State ts riſes) bath likewiſe been confeſſed LyCal(c- 
beard,ther appearing and ſpeakt;g in the name of the whole Corporation. 
 Laſily, What means have been uſed to perſirade them to reflifie thi 
in @ mare private way, without troutl1yg the Houſe z and, how much 
they hat e ſlizhtedit, CAnio be forgotten, Edm, Harvy. 

On 
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On the Backfide of which Report was witten by Mr Noel the 
Clerk Regiſterrothat Committee of Parliament, as fol- 
loweth, by Order of the preſent C ommiſſtoner s for rYemga- 
ving Obſtruttions. June 27. 1655+ 


« i His Report was delivered in by Colonel Hayvie to the late Com- 
c ns Parliament forR emoving Obſtruttions,mentioned in their 
«Order of the fifth of Apri/ 1649.to be then read ; and alſo to be read 
«the eighth of May 1650. before the ſaid Committee, without any al- 
« reration) ſo far as I can remember ; and then, Ordered to be Reporred 
«to the Pacliament,unleſs,&c.as in the ſaid Order. And on the 2otÞ in- 
<ſtant offered ro the Commſzioners for removing Obitruttions to' be 
«proceeded upon. Edw. Noet. 


That he had Warrant for this Endorſement, (befide the Command of 
the preſent Commiſſioners) further appears by the Books of that Com- 
micree of Parliament kept by the ſaid Mr Noel, wherein 1s encred this 
following Remembrance. 

Die Jovis 5 April 1649. 
(rm Harvie delivered in his Report, concerning the (ontrattors 
«\Jand the Town of Wells, according to former Order of this Commir- 
«tree : Which Report was read. 


On which day this Ordey alſo was made; and after ſent ro Wells, 
Die Jovis 5 April 1649. 
At the Committee of Parliament for removing Obſtruftions in the 
Sale of Biſhops Lands. 


} YPon hearing the buſineſs the 27 of February laſt, berween the 
' BL Town of Wells, and the Contractors for Sale of Biſhops Lands ; 
t And, upon the Confeſſion of John Caſebeard , Agent for the Tow 
* then preſent , it appeared » That both the Conratt ſigned by the 
(a1d Caſebeard , in behalf of the Town, and the lait Parncnlar 
* drawn up without Warrant > by which the Contra&ors were ſur- 
priſed, and the Stare abuſed, do refer to the firſt Particular upon which 
[the Contraſt was made z which firſt Particu/ar was taken away by 
(Caſebeard and others, from the Contrattors, and will not now be found. 
*It is therefore Ordered that the ſaid John Caſebeard and Thomas Salmon 
| 'the then Mayor of Wells, be forthwich ſummoned to attend this Com- 
*mitree within ten days after notice hereof, in Sir Edward Bruncards 
© Houſe in the old Palace at Weſtminſter ; And there produce the ſaid 
c (firſt Particular upon which the ſaid Contratt was made , and to fſhew b 
5 *what Depuration from the Town,and by vvhatV Varrantzthe laſt Part:- 
*cular afterwards offered to, and figned by the Contra&ors, vvas drawn 
; _ nd hignedafter the brit Contrat made And hereof they are = 
*t9 þ4 


; The Second Part. 

By this ic is evident how unwilling the Commucree of Parliamene 
vvas to: uſe extreminyy in hafinmg a Report to the Howſe ; in that they 
vvould not ſo. mnch as then Order the Report to be. made to the Parli. 
ament, but only ſummoned ewo Agents,of the Town to appear before 
themſelves, to give Account of their miſcarnagess thereby intending to 
awaken the Town to make ſatisfaction by a Reconveyance vvithour 
further rrouble, 

John Caſebeard and Thomas Salmon being ſerved vvith the Order of 
Summons, Mr Sa/mon procured a Letter of Attorney from the Corpor- 
tion, vVvhich ran thus: 


—_ hong Nov all men by theſe preſents, That we the Mayor, Maſters, and 
the Town, the © Burgeſles of the City or Butrrough of wells m the County of 
24. of April © Semerſet, by this preſent Writing indented» have conltituted, ordained, 
$O49e © 2nd appointed ; And by theſe preſents do conſtitute, ordain and ap- 
© pointy our Trulty and vvell beloved friends , Thomas Sa/mon one of the 
« Magiltrares of the ſaic Ciry or Burrough z and Juitice of Peace within 
© the ſame, Robert Morgan another Magiſtrate of the ſaid City or Bur- 
© rough, William Smith one of the capital Burgeſles of the ſame Ciry or 
« Burroughs, and John Caſebeard Gent. or any three or two of them, 
© tO be our true and lawful Acturneys,for us, and in our names to apyeat 
« before the honourable Committee for removing of Obfiructions in che 
«Sale of Biſhops Lauds, And with them for us, and in our names to 
« Anſwer to vvhat ſhall be objected againſt us by the ſaid Contraftors of 
« the ſaid Lands, for the purchaſe of certain Royalties and Liberties con- 
© tracted for with them, tor, or concerning the ſaid Purchaſe by us, or our 
« Agent or Agents, As alſo rorreat, compound, and finally ro end and 
6 d&termine any Controverſies, Suires, or Cemands anfing, or which may 
« ariſe by reaſon of the ſame Purchaſe, ſo far forth, and in as ample man- 
« ner, as though vve vvere perſonally preſent, Ratifymg, confirming) 
«and allowing all and vvhatſoever our ſaid Artorneyi or any three of 
*ThisLetrer of © rwo of them ſhall do for us in the premiſes. * I» witneſs whereof, We 
ey xhares TUE ſaid Mayor, Makers and Burgefles have hereunto ſer our common 
phy” "EW « Seal the 1.4 day of April, in the yeer of our Lo:d God 1649. And 
and a Copy ©ro the other part thereof remaining with the ſaid Mayor , Maſters 
left with him, « and Burgeſtes, the ſaid 7 homas Sa/mm, Robert Morgan, William Smith 
mn by <and Joby ({aſebeard have ſer their Hands and Seals, the day and yee: 
wo VVitnef, © aDÞOVEC Written, | 
ics with the Upon this, Mr Salmn and Mr Morgan came to Lordon, But, boul 
Original, «nc the Contractors and the:.Commirtee of Parliament then rold them, taut 
of which was now they mult apply themſelves ro Doctor Burges Purchaſer of che 
a pudlike No- ; | : ones anon 
tary, Mannor of Wells, and reconyey to him vvhat they had ſo unduly gotten 
| into their Conveyance, and which he had now both bought and paid for. 
And here began the firſt buſineſs berween the Door, and that Cor- 

poration. 


For Mr Saimen heteupon came to Dr Burges, and made ar ** 
WIL 
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of the CASE, 


with him according to what had been agitated in » and declared by 
che ſard Commurree of Parliament,and deſired it might be pur into vvri- 
ting » promiſing that he and Mr Aforgar would fign it. When the 
Agreement was drawn up » Mr Salmon, and Mr Morgan came again to 
the Door, who read over the whole unto them, and no exception was 
taken tour, Only Mr Morgan defired/-rhat , whereas the Paper then 
read, mentioned a Deed to be afterwatds ſealed by rhe Corporation to 
Dr Burger, as it ſhould be adviſed and prepared by his Counſel ac- 
cording ro that preſent Agreegfent ; that, before ſealing) ic might be 
peruſed by Liſl;bone Long then Eſcuire (now Knight and Recorder of 
London: not, to alter the Agreement , bur to ſarisfie the Corporation 
that the Deed was according /to their then preſent Agreement, To 
this, the Doctor innocently (bur improvidently) yeelded ; and > in the 
iſſue all came ro Nothing, The Agreemeng was this : 


y f 
'\A/Hereas the Mayof and Burgeſlgs of the Burrough and Ciry of 
wellr, in the County of Sewer » have bought ſundry parcels of 
(the poſſeſſions of the latT Biſhop of Bath and Wells,which are mentioned 
*to be ſold unto them by the Trultees for the Sale of Biſhop Lands, or 
"by hve or more of them, in and by one Indenture bearing date the 
©22 dayof eAfarch, Anno Dom.1647. And vvhereas (ornelinu Burges 
*of London Doctor in Divinity, hath likewiſe bought ſundry other par- 
*cels of the Poſſeſhons of the late Biſhoprick of Bath and Wells, which 
*are mentioned ro be ſold unto him by the ſaid Truſtees or by five or 
*more of chem, in and by one other Indenture bearing date the 24 of 
* March 1648, Now, for as much as by reaſon of ſome vvords and 
*expreſhons in the ſaid Indentures , ſundry difterences and Suites may 
poſſibly ariſe,if not timely prevented ; for the prevention vvhereof, and 
for the betrer maintaining of a right underſtanding peace, and amuty 
*detveen the ſaid Parties, and for divers other good cauſes and ſpecial 
* conſiderations; the ſaid Mayor, Maſters and Burgefles of wells aforeſaid, 
'tave by one Letrer of Attorny or Depuration under che common Seal 
' of the ſaid Corporation (vvhich Lecrer of Attorney or Depuration 
bears date ghe 2.4 of April; Anne Dom.1 649.) appointed, conſtitured 
*and authorized Robert Morgan, Gent. and Thomas Salmon, Gent. two 
'of the Maſters of the ſaid City or Burrough, together with ſome orhers 
(therein named, That chey or any rwo of them, ſhould treat of, and 
'conclude and determine all matters and rhings that now are, or hereat- 
*te might be in doubt or difterence concerning the premuſes, or any of 
* them ; and that in the name and behalf of the ſaid Mayor, Maſters and 
* Burgeſſes, who thereby binde themſelves ro allow, ratitie, and confirm, 
*Whatſoever their ſaid Attorneys or Deputies, or any two of them, ſhall 
*d0in the premiſes ; as by the ſaid Lerrer of Arturney or Deputation 
*(2 Copy whereof is now left with the ſaid Doctor Burges) appeareth. 
' And therefore the ſaid Robert Morgans and T homas Salmon, tor and in 
*cchalf of the ſaid Maior , Maſters and Burgeſles, and by vertue of hs 
1 ai 


57 


The Second Part 


e ſaid Letter of Atturny and Depurarion, after Treaty, and after maryre 
e 2dviſe with andfull debate of their Counſel learned touching the pre- 
* miſes,do finally conclude and agree to and with the ſaid Cornelins Buy. 
*pres, That the ſaid Maior, Maſters and Burgeſles of the ſaid City or 
© Burrough of Wells aforeſaid, (hall granc and aflure unto him, his Heirs 
6 and Aſſigns,by good and ſufficient Conveyance in Law under the Com. 
© mon Seal of the ſaid Ciry and Corporation, in ſuch wiſe as by the Coun- 
« ſel learned of the ſaid Dr. Barges ſhall be deviſed and prepared, within 
© ten dayes after the draught thereof ſhall be ingroſled ( being firlt pery. 
* ſed andapproved by Liſ{:bone Long of Lincolns-Imn Eſq; and rendred to 
© the id Maior of rhe ſaid City for the time being for thar purpoſe. All 
© and all manner of Intereſt, Right, and Title, which they have or pre- 
<rend,or claim to have tozand in all and every the Particulars hereafter 
© following v:z. 

Imprimis, © All and every the Royalties of Lot- Lead upon the Foret 
© of Mendip, and all Royalties, Courts, Perquihtes of Courts, Poſſeſſions 
* and Hereditaments, Rents, Fines, Heriots, Services, Eſcheres, Waives, 
© Strays, Waſts, Commons, Ways, Streers ( except hereafter excepted) 
© belonging rothe Mannor of wellr, together with all Rights, members 
* and appurtenances thereof,for ever. 

[tem, © The free uſe of the Gui/d-Hall in Wells aforeſaid, from time to 
"time and at all rimes( except oniy ſuch times wherein the ſaid Maior, 
© Maſters and Burgefles ſhall make uſe of the ſame, for holding of thei: 
© own Courts there) to keep and hold all Courrs Baron,and other Courts 
© of what kind ſoever, nor herein and hereby excepred, in his own name, 
© or in the name orname of his Heirs and Afſigns,or any of them for ever; 
© and by his or their Officers only, art his or their pleaſure conllitnred and 
© appointed, for ever. As alſo free ingreſs and egreſs for himſelf, his 
« Heirs and Aſſigns, and for all Ofhcers and perſons reſorting thither up- 
« on thoſe occafhon*, The ſaid Dr. Burges his H:irs and Alhigns for the 
© 11me being, paying only one penny per axzwm for th ſame, upon the 25 
* day of September tor ever, it it be demanded, 

Item, « All other Fines, Suites, Services, Royalties, Courts, Perqui- 
© fires of Courts, Immunities, Priviledges, Poſleſhons and Hereditaments 
* whatſoever larely enjoyed by any of the late Biſhops of Bath and #ll; 
© 1h right of the ſaid Biſhoprick within the Mannor or Burrough of #el 
© or Forelt of Mendip, or any of them, within. ten yeers next before th: 
© beginning of this preſent Parliament. 

<EXCEPTING nevertheleſs, to the ſaid Maior, Maſters, ans 
© Burgeſles, the Royalties of the City or Burrough of wells aforeſaid, and 
© of the foreign fee Baylywick or Hundred of Fells, commonly called 
* Wells and Wells-Forum z with the rights members and appurtenances 
© thereof in the County of Somerſet , rogether with the {a1d Fundrec, 
© And alſo all Courts of Record, or Court or Courts of Pleas, Huncred 
© Courts, vie\ws of Frank-pledg, and whatſoever to view of Frank-picdg 
6 appertaineth, Courts Leer and other Courts tobe holden fran three 
« we 
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<vecks tothree weeks, from time to time wichin the ſaid Burrough, or 
Cvichin the Hundred of Wells and Wells- Forum aforeſaid, belonging to the 
« ſaid Burrough or Hundred. 

« And except alſo the Fines, Iflues, and Amercements, Perquilites and 
« Profics,aſwell at rhe ſaid Courts hereby excepred, as at the Sefhons of 
«the Peace holden, or robe holden from time to time, or in the ſaid Ci- 
«ty. And all other Fines, Forfeitures, Iflues and Amercements at the 
« Aﬀizes or elſewhere, in the High Court of Chancery, thz Court of 
« Kings Bench, or Common-Pleas, or of the Exchequzr,duz and payable 
< by any perſon or perſons whatſoever. Andalſo £xcepted the Baylywick 
«and Ofhce of Bayiff of Welr, and of the Hundred of /'Vellr,and of VVells- 
« Forums aforeſaid, and of the ſaid Liberty of the ſaid Biſhop of Bath and 
«Vells within the ſaid County of Somerſer. And alſo Exceptea, all 
« Fairs with their appurtenances,and all Markets holden and kept, and to 
<be from time totime holden and kept within the ſaid Ciry or Burrough 
cot VVells, or within the ſaid Hundred of PPV; and VV lls-Forum, or a- 
«ny part thereof, heretofore or now holden there, with all profits and 
commodities thereto belonging. And alſo excepted, all Deodands, 
« 200ds and chatrels of Felons, Felons of chemſelves and Fugitives, Out- 
<lawed perſons, and of perſons pur in exigent. And alſo excepted, the 
« Office of the Clerk of the Market, and whatſoever to the ſaid Office 
<appertaineth ; and the corre&tion of the Ailize of Bread, Ale, Bzerzand 
E other Victulls, and the trial of all weights and meaſures, rogether with 
«all Fines and Forfeirures happening by reaſon of the ſame within the 
c Liberty and Liberties aforeſaid. And alſo the inhericance of the Gui44- 
*Hall and Triſon, and the way unto them, and the ſoyl thereof, as allo 
ball other the ſoyl, Streets and ways neceſſary anduled for holding of 
*the {aid Markers in the ſaid City. 

lem, © It is likewiſe Agreedzthat the before recited Indenture paſled 
*2nd ſealed by rhe ſaid Truſtees as aforeſaid, ro the ſaid Maior, Maſters, 
*and Burgeſſes, bearing date the 22 day of CAfarch 1647. ſhall be in- 
*rolled in the Court of Exchequer holden at Weſtmniter, and there re- 
"main upon Record for ever. 

©To the due and full performance of this Agreement, and gf every 
*part thereof, we the ſaid Robert Morganand Thomas Salmon CO 1n pur- 
©[uance of the before mentioned Letters of Atturny or Depurtariongbind 
*our ſelves and the ſaid Maior, Maſters and Bucgefles of the City or Bur- 
*rough of Wells aforeſaid, firmly by theſe preſents. Witneſs our hands 
© and Seals this 9 day of May, Anno Domini 1 649» 

Rob. Morgan. 
Signed, Sealed and del.vered Thomas Salmon. 
n preſence of He. Mintern. 
Jo. Mintern, Ralph Gall. 


According hereunto a Deed was drawn up,which being firſt peruſed by 
Robert Woolrich of Greys-Inz and e Matthew Hal: of Lincolns-Inn El- 
TT 
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quires, and by them bothratteſted under their hands to be agreeable tg 
the foregoing Agreement, it was after rendred to ſeveral Mators ſuccef. 
five tocach other at Wells to ſeal, But they waved the Agreement , te. 
ſolving to hold what they had gorren; denying that they knew of any thin 
granted to them but what was really intended to be bought by them, (and they 
are confident was really intended by the Honorable (ontrattors to be ſold 
unto them, and therefore conceived it lawful for to improve their beſt ends. 
vours for the enjoyment thereof. This,with much more,was ſent in a Let- 
ter to the Dottor, in the names and by che Order of the whole Society, 
Jan. 5. 1649. Signed by the Naior. 

Mean while the ſaid Committee of Parliament,minding their promiſe, 
and finding the buſineſs to be ſo foul, and that the Town would nor Seal 
any Reconveyance, made an Order the 11 of eAuguft 1649) to the Ser- 

Order of Avg. geant at Arms attending the Parliament, or his Deputy or m—_ forth- 
m1. 1649- mwitheo apprehend the Body of John Caſebeard, and to bring him up in ſafe 
cuſtody, and him to keep in ſafe cuitody, until the ſaid ( firit ) Particular 
be brought in to the (Contractors) Regiſtry, or that the ſaid Caſcbeard 4 
clear himſelf from any concealment or imbezelling of the ſame. 

He was apprehended accordingly, but had a friend rhar firſt got him 
looſe, not by Order but connivence;rill the 14 of September 165 1, Then 
he got his Liberty cill the 1 5 of November following. Uponthe 21 of 
which moneth he alledging that, the Town and Dr. Burges were agreed, 
he got an Order for his diſmiſſien.that day ſeven-night, 1f nothing were 
further alledged to continue his reſtraint. Howbeir he was nor Ciſri(- 
ſed till the 1 2 of December following, witneſs this Order, 

8 May 1650» 
ho 5 this day Orgered that John Caſebeard be diſcharged from his re- 

« {traint in the Cuſtody of the Sergeant at Arms attending the Parli- 
*ament, Mr. Liſlibone Long having undertaken for his appearance be- 
fore this Commutree at any time in Term-time upon Summons. 


4 


Order of Dec, 
12.1651, 


But long before that, the ſame Committee of Parliament, finding the 
Corporation ſo pertinactous in holding what they had ſo unduly gotten, 
Ordered the former Report to be offered to the Parliament, The Order 
was this. 

8 Ma) 1650 
At the (ommintee of Parliament for removing of Obit ruftions in the ſale of 
Biſhops Lands, 


O:der of Mayc \ VEE the Report formerly made by Colonel Harvy touck- 


8. 1650, © ingthe buſineſs of the Purchaſe made by the Maior, Ma- 
To Report to 


the Parliament 


« ſters and Burgeſſes of Wells, was this day read; upon Debate 
« thereof,It is Ordered to be reported to rhe Houſe as now it is. Unle!s 
©the ſaid Maior, Maſters and Burgeſlesdo before this day moneth» give 
e ſatisfaction to aSub-Conmitree touching the ſame. And it is Orde- 
* red that Col, Jone;z Mr. John (orbet, Mr, Alderman Allen and Colcnel 


« Harv) 
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$ Harvey, be the ſaid Sub-Commitrree;and they, or any three of them, be 
« defired to receive what ſhall be offered by, or on the behalf of the aid 
6 Mayor, Maſter and Burgefles of wells therein, and re POcrt the ſame to 
« this Commuttee. 


All chis notwithſtanding, nothing was offered nor done herein by the 
Corporation. Sundry Overrures and Lerrers were addreſled to them 
by che Doctors foran end. Divers References were made, wherein;two 
ſeveral times » all buſinefles were agreed. Bur the Corporation reſol- 
yed ropart with nothing : for having made friends, who underſtood nor 
the caſe, toſtand by them therein, ctieyencroached dayly upon the Do- 
ftors Waſts, Commons, Pounds, Eſftrays, &c. threatning more. Efpecial- 
ly fince they ſo [trongly engaged ſundry of the Souldiery ( who were 
ſetto keep peace » not to incermedcle in differences » or to become par- 
ties in them) by ſweating three Officers of one. Troop ( who had nor 
any foor of Land , or other Eſtate within that Corporation ) Burgeſſes 
of their Town. Then, Belly-gods, and every rayling Shime: gladly made 
ie their buſineſs to run up and down to Gentlemens Houſes ; yea , any- 
whicher , where any good chear was to be had , ro make the Doctor odi- 
ous by falſe reports , where they ſuppoſed they could command belief of 
their confident tales. Yea ſo far did ſome proud Wilelings of their Fa- 
Qion proceed , that 1f any friend were but in any neighbourly manner 
familiar with the Doctor , or invited any of his to cheir Houſes , they 
would rake occaſion to quarrel them for entertaining their enemies : in- 
ſomuch, that ſcarce any perſon of quality durit ro own the Doctor, or to 
come near his houſe, much more to own his cauſe. All which, the Do- 
Ror bore, with what patience he could ; knowingzthat nothing but Net- 
tles and Bryers can be expected from Dung-hills, 

That which remaineth , 1s a brief account of proſecuting that Reporr 
which was to have been made tothe Parliament : but never could find 
opportunity to be reported there. 

An Act paſſed, Oftob. 12. 1652. toenable the preſent Commiſſioners 
for removing of Obſtruttions ( among other things) ro hear and determine 
all ſch reports of particular Gaſes , 44 by the late Committees of Parlia- 
ment for Obſtruttions were ordered to be made to the thenParliament.Which 
Att, gives them that power that never was in the Committee of Parlia- 
ment for Obſtrutt;ons , or in any Cornrt of Judicature » but onely in the 
Parliament it ſelf , to redreſs thoſe abuſes that otherwiſe, in an ordinary 
courſe of Juſtice, were not to be cured. 

This AR, the Doctor fortwoor three years made no uſe of ; in hope 
the Corporation would at length be drawn to do him right; becauſe ſuch 
15 wee diſcreet and moderate among them , on all occafions profeſſed 
themſelves very inclinable to peace. But they fruſtrated his expeQati- 
on: for the more he bore , the more was laid on him z which opened 


- xn to ſee that they who bzgan upon rifles , would ( when they 
We 


ir time.) proceed co ſeiſe upon more z yea-» uponall chat their 
; general 
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general word; might include. And this was no leſs » then all he had ; ex. 
cept the ſoz! of the Mannor. For, they might on the ſame groundcarry 
all his Rezts, Fines for Copyholds, and Leaſes, Forfeuures, Lot-Lead, i 
his Coxrts of the Mannor ; and, ina word , whatever elſe he could 
make one penny profit of. And all this, becauſe it was within the Huz. 
dred of Wells , and late the poſſeſſion of the Biſhop of Bath avd Wells, i, 
right of his ſaid _—— 

The firſt difference began on their (ide, upon a ſmall buſineſs : nam 
ly , cher ſetting up Pens tor Sheep at a Farry againlt his Walls, in a place 
ealled Sowrh-over , Which belonged always to hum that kept the Biſoy; 
Park, purchaſed by Dr. Burges. Of this, when ke had complained, the 
Corporation ſent up a Certificate that they had made little of ir, and that 
it ſhould be reſtored, if it appeared to be the Dottors right. This beins 
bur a trifle , the Dottor paſledit by, without farther contelt, 

After this , the Corporation claymed » and took fifry couple of wild 
Fowls due to the Biſhop from the Decoy-pool near Weſtbury , becauſe, 
within the Hwndred of Wells, Which Fowls had been rated and ſold to 
the Doctor , at 25 s. per armem. He being made acquainted therewith, 
forbad payment of any more to that Corporation : So alſo did , one 
Captain Bagnal>that after bought the Mannor of Weſfbxry, The Corpo- 
ration,or their Agent, hereupon complained ro the Commutrree of Parli- 
ament for Obſtruttions , for wrong done to them in denying theſe Fowls, 
Their Petition was preferredin the year 165 1. as followerh. 


To the Honourable Committee for removing O.ltructions 
in the Sale of Biſhop Lands. 

The humtle Petitzon of the Mayor Maſters and Burgeſſes of ils 
14 the County of SOmerict, 


Humbly ſheweth, 
Hat the Royalty-of Welilbury belonging to the late Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells 1648 *.was granted by rhe T ruſtees,amongft other things to your 
Petitioners, and enjoyed accordingly, until of late Dr Burges, Mr Rov-tt 
Bagnal, and Afr John Couſlour, by vertue of ſome general words, 1 
ſeveral Grants of other things from the ſaid Trultees, pretend 4 7 le 
thereunto, and do accordingly interrupt the quiet enjoyment thereof, That 
within that, Royalty there 1s a Decoy-Poole, which « of conſiderable worth 
to your Petitioners » and cannot admit of their trouble » without much 
prejnaice, 

Your Petitioners humbly pray your Summons againſt the ſaid Dr Burges 
«nd Robert Bagnal, that the right thereof may be quieted andFetled, 

according to the truth thereof. 


Cop.Ex. Edw.Noe!. Ard the ſaid Petitioners ſhall prap&c, 


By this ut appeareth, that however the Corporation had bought ay 
the 
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the Royalties of the Burrough and Hendred of Wells , they meant to 
oraſp all wichin the Handyed, that had been the Biſhops. This alſo the 
Doctor then paſſed over, withouc much (traggling , albeit che Con- 
wactors Certified ro that Committee of Parhamenrt ; and afterwards, 
no the Commiſſioners for Obſtrultions, that they had ſold thoſe Wild fowl; 
co Doctor Barges. | 

Not long atter, they began to claim ſome Chambers over the Priſon 
parcel of the Biſhops Houle, (and never uſed with the Guild-Hall or 
Priſon) upon pretence of their purchaſe of che Guild-Hall and Priſon : 
which 1n che Report before cirediis denyed ; and» by the faid Committee 
of Parliament, Feb.1 1.1649. declared co be within the Doctors Purchaſe, 
of which they ordered him poflefſion, 

After this, they ſeiſed his Pound in Sourhover , diſcharged his Hey- 
ward, ſet anocher in che room, and have ever ſince detained ir, and all 
Waives and Eftrays at any time brought thither ; reſolving to keep 
it» alchough ic be upon part of che Walt of his Mannor, and was ne- 
rer poflefled or uſed by the Bayliff of the Burrough, bur by the Reeve 
of the Mannor , till they ſo ſerſedit ; as appears by many Depoitions 
of record in the High Coure of Chancery , which make it parcel of 
the Mannor, 

Nay, they wanted not ſome, who gave out that the Lot-Lead up- 

on Minedeep, which was rated and ſold co rhe Doctor at 80 4. per annum, 
belonged co that Corporation. Yea, one of the molt moderare among 
them told the Door, that ir was concerved that all Fines alſo impoſed 
by his Mineral Juries on Offenders upon AMendip , thar were awarded 
to him as Lord of that Liberry and Mannor, belonged to the Corpora- 
tion, by vertue of their ſaid Purchaſe. By all which it 1s evident; that 
they began with trifles, in hope the Doctor would nor ſtand upon ſuch 
poor thungs, which if they carryed, the way was opzn (when they ſavy 
pporrunity) ro proceed further, and rocarry all the reſt ; which ſome 
:nong them did not forbear to threaten, and that loudly enough, as 
many perſons of credit yet alive can reſtihe. And wherein ſoever he 
ad bur queſtion them (not by Suites ar Law, but by Diſcourſe onely) 
they proclaimed him coverous, contentious, and one that claimed whar 
Was theirs, not his @a 

The Do&or now found it thigh time once more to endeavor to bring 
things to ſome iſſue and Concluſion in his life rime, to prevent the un- 
avoydable Oppreſſions, which otherwiſe would afrer his deceaſe; if all 
probability light on his Family, who knew little of the Difference, and 
leſs; how to defend their Right againſt ſuch Adverſaries. He therefore 
reſolved before he began any Suite ar Law againſt the Corporation, to 
write once more to a Leader among them (and a chief inftrument at 
hirlt of all theſe differences) Mr Thomas Salmon, in hope that he be- 
ng 2 Magiſtrare of the Town, and (in common repute) an honeſt man, 
would do his endeavour to put an end to all Controverſies ; the rather, 

uſe he was one of their Atrurneys and Deputies to make and ſeal the 
Agreement 


I 
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Agreement with the Door above recited. -For the non-performancs 
whereof, the DoRor had before called him and the reſt into theChm. 
cery z where, in their Anſwer, the Corporation _ their Letter of 
Attorneys as to ending any differences with the Doctor ; and Aforgy 
and Salmon, in their Anſwers, pleaded they were ſurpriſed ; which js 
groſs untruth. The Lerrer which the Doctor wrote, was this : 

Sir, 
« | Tis above five yeers fithence your ſelf and Mr. Robert Morgan made 

«a full Agreement with me in behalt of your Corporation, rouchins 
« rhe differences berween chem and me in che marcer of our Purchz. 

© ſes, Itendreda draught of a Deed in purſuance thereof ro Mr. Smith 
« and ſeveral others of youz in the time of his Matoralty. I was then rolg, 
© Mr. Morgan ſhould carry itto Mr. Liſlibore Long toperuſe. Aﬀer 
© wich, you would give me further Anſwer. Mr. Long had the peruſal 
6 of ity put ſome nores in the Margin. Whereupon a Deed was ingroſled 
* and cendred to Mr. Reb. Morgan in his laſt Matoralty. He promiſed to 
© call a Chequer, and rerurn their Anſwer. The iflue was, the ceaſing of 
« proceedings in Chancery,and the renewing ota Referencexto Mr. Lorg 
« and Col. Harvy. They merdivers times, and ſtill the charge was born 
« by me ; with promiſe of ſatisfa&tion by Mr. Morgan of the moyery, But 
« neither have Ireceived my mony, nor any concluſion of the butineſs.By 
£ means whereof bath parties ſuffer more and more ; nor are there wan- 
« ring endeavors to make the breach wider. 

© Mr. Morgan is dead, and you and I be ancient men. Ir concerns me 
© therefore to preſs on for an iflue, while we continue alive, to prevent 
© trouble and charge to poltericy. 1 deſire you therefore to procure the 
© Deed to be Sealed, according rothe Agreement , or let me know forth- 
« with your final Anſwers that I may adviſe with Counſel what is fit fur- 
© ther to be done by) Sir , Your loving friend, 

From my Houſe, OXob.16, 165 4- C., Burges, 
For my honoured friend Mr. Tho. Salmon 

one of the Maſters of the City of Wells : Theſe. 


They anſwered the 27.0f that Moneth by their Town-(lerk John Star 
ah (as ſcorning,or aſhamed to give it themſelves)Thart the Do&orsLet- 
rer had been oftered and read tothe Maior and the relt at their Chequer, 
ro which they commanded him to give this Anſwer 

© That they were ſorry that there was a giftzrence at any time berween 
him and them ; ſuppoſing that what ſo was, was cauſleſly ſtarred by him 
without any wrong done,or intention thereof to be:done to him by them; 
* but that on the contrary he thereby intended their jnjury, by in: ruding 
* on their proper Rights and intereſts ; which likewiſe is luppoſed he very 

« well knew. 
© Thar they intheir own concernments » are as diſpleaſed as he , that 


*250 {, per an. « this frivolous * and contentious jar hath received no full concluſion a 


is but a mile 
with them, * 


c yet ; notwithitandingrthe many References,wherein the {ſeveral Retet- 


c rees 
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erees have not failed on their parts rodo the Offices of very lovitg 
« friends with heir unwearied pains and fiudies ; which what they have 
<boch done and ſaid, mighe fatisfie, if the reitleſs humors of ſome men 
« might once recelve ſatisfaction, 

« That they direaly know not,who was atthe charge of the Refe rrees 
c meetings, imagining that Afr. Morgan in his lite would neither ſo 
«rauch undervalue che Corporation or himſelf, as to be beholding royou 
eas it were their Common Enemy, for halfa meals meat, Burt, if he 
* did, and made you a promiſe, you mult look after it, 

« That as they were not Authors of the breach at firſt, ſo neither are 
they willing ro imbrace any thing that may widen the ſame, if it may 
c he poſſible ro be cloſed, But if it may not be, they are reſolveq to de- 
«fend chemſelves in their own propriety as well as they may. 

«Thar as he remembreth mortality in his Lines, ſo thar he would puc 
tthe ſame in ure in the paſlage of his life, in being content with his own, 
2nd not diſturb the quier of others with vexarious ſuits ; that their li- 
{ring Corporation andhis preſent ſelf,and future polterity may be, and 
*continue friends, 

«That they intend »orhing /eſf, then really ro perform what Con- 
(clufion either che joint Counſel, or Referrees ſhall indifterencly conſi- 
©G&r of, or adjudge between them and him. Bur , whether there yer 
hath been an end made, and writings accordingly drawn up and ingro(- 
(ſed, or where ſuch ingroſiment is, they as yet know not. Bur promiſe 
*that Mr. Morgan's Study ſhould be forthwith ſearchr after ir, 

is was Declarationenough of their purpoſes to hold all chat they 
had ſo fraudulently gotten into their Deed of Purchaſe. What will nor 
ſuch men ſpeak of the Dr. toothers , that can have the forehead ro write 
thus ro himſelf, ro juſtifie themſelves in ſeizing upon what they never 
bought ; and, ro charge him with intruding on their proper Rights 
and Intereſts, for demanding his own, as both the Contractors and 
Commitree of Parliament had expreſly deglared long before ? 

They confeſs ſeveral References,and juſitfie the Referrees ; and tax the 
Doctor as not ſatisfied with what the Referrees had done : whereas the 
Agreements made, were ſent down to themſelves, and there ſtifled and 
buried : their Referree, Sir L:i/tibone Long having told the Dottors Re- 
ferree;that the (orporation did not like thoſe Agreements,as is before at- 
telted upon Oath. Let any man judge where thoſe reſtleſs humors, that 
Will not oxce receive ſarisfattion, are lodged. 

And isit nor a peece of great honeſty and gallantry ( well becoming 
fucha Corporation that would by no means be undervalued) tocharge 
the Do&or,tobe their Common Enemy, and toput him to bear the whole 
ciarge of the Referrees meetings;and then,rorell him that if a»y promiſe 
were made for repayment:he might look after it : that 15-where he could get 
itz Whereas the promiſe was made by one of themſelves in behalf of 
Ul in thef? own buſineſs;and,by their own appointment, Referred. 


They indeed.inthe cloſe, deal plainly. For, in this anſver _—_ 
K ects 


65 


= 


The Second Part 


Seft. 6. They tell him, That they imend NOTHING LESS they 1, 
to perform what Concluſion either the joint (ounſel, or Referrees ſhall indif. 
rently conſider of, or adjudge between them and him. And verily , thi 
only he hath found to be true all along. Therefore finding a neceſſy 
of it , hz did commence a ſuir againit ſome of their Officers ang 
Agents » in Hillary Term' 1655. in which he andthe Defendant, joy. 
edifſue : but he forbore the Trial, toſec if by any fairer way he might 
at length reduce them to Reaſon. 

Burt, before that time, even in the end of che yeer 1654- after he hi 
received that anſwer lalt mentioned from che Town, he Peritioned the 
Honorable Committee for removing Obſtruition;;to Hear and Determine the 
Report that was to have been made to the Parliament 1n this Cauſe, accord. 
"ing to the Power given them by thac Act of Parltament,OFob, t 2.1652, 
Summons being granted the g of May 1655. they appeared, and were 
heard Juxe 20. then next following, The ſaid Report being 
read , was Referred to Mr. Jukes , of Comnſel for the Communnealth 
with the Truſtees for the ſale of the ſaid Lands, to peruſe the ſaid Repur, 
and all ſuch papers, Orders, Affidavitrzand Writings as ſhould be offered us 
to him by parties concerned on either ſide,and to ſtate the whole Caſe in dife. 
rence, and make Report therein by the 4 of July then next. «And for bes 
terſtating of the Caſe, that Edward Noel their (/ On tranſmit nxt 
the ſaid Counſel, all ſuch Papers;Orders, Affidavitszand Writings remain 
with him touching the premiſes, as ſhould be thought meet by the ſaid party 
concerned, or os of them. 

Bur the Agents for the Corporation who were preſent at the making 
of this Order ( perceiving that this courſe would nor be for their advan- 
cage ) went the very next day ( unknown to the DoQor ) to the Con- 
tractors for the ſale of Biſhops Lands, and delivered in theſe Lines : 


Gentlemen, 

Hereas it hath been a long time queſtioned that the Corporation if 
Wells have gotten more into their Conveyance then really they pur- 
chaſed, It is now our deſire in behalf of the ſaid Corporation, to pur- 
chaſe and pay for what ſhall be made really appear is not already purchaſed 
by them. We confeſs the Burrough Rents is not yet purchaſed, —_— to 
4 |. 17 5. per annum» of which we deſire a Particular, as alſo of anythis 
that is yet uncontr alted for by the Corporation, as ts the Baylywick , or a) 
thing elſe within our purchaſe, or within the CMannor of Wells unpurchs 

ſed, Your Servants, 
21 June 1655, John Casbeard, John Standiſh, David 
Barret, .Agents for the Corporation of Wells 


Allowed a Particular to be made our againſt Friday next, and Dods 
Burges to be then heard. T. A: * 
f, och vera, Ex. per Wilham Taylenre, 


Ds 
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Dr, Burges was not then heardgnor had any notice of this Warrant.Mr. 
Jakes having received the Commiſinoners Order of J»ve 20. appointed 
the next Saturday being the 3 © day of the ſame moneth at two of the Clock, 
in the afterwoon at his Chamber in the Inner-Templesto peruſe ſuch Papers, 
Orderis eAffidavits, and a 45 ſhould be offered unto hum by parties 
concerned on ether ſide, in order to the ftating of the whole [aſe in differ- 
ence, according to the ſaid Order of the Commiſſioners. Row, Jewkes. 
27 [unI6gs. 

|} che 2 o of that month of J«xe, both ſides appeared, All papers 
and writings were brought in. Mr. Jewkes examinedall : and afterwards 
Certified as followeth. 


To the Right Honorable the C ommuſſ1oners for remouin 9 of Off rufions 
in the ſale of the late Biſhops Lands. 


© | Ccording to your Order of the 20 of June laſt, made in the Cauſe 
A<« upon the Petition of Cornel:z@ Burges DoRor in Divinity, againſt 
«the Maiors Maſters and Burgeſles of Fells, touching the matters therein 
«mentioned, whereby ir was referred ro me to peruſe the Report there- 
tin mentioned to have been made to the lare Committee of Parliament, 
candall ſuch Papers, Orders, Afidavits,and Writings as ſhould be offer- 
ed unto me by parties concerned on eicher fidey and ſtate the whole 
(Caſe indifterence, and make Report therein by the 4 of this moneth. 
*And for the betrer ſtating of the Caſe, that Afr. Noe! your Clerk 
© ſhould eranſmur to me all ſuch Papers, Affdavirs and Writings remain- 
*ing with himztouching the premiles » as ſhould be thought meet by the 
' {aid Parties concerned, or either of them. I have peruſed all che Pa- 
(pers tranſmitted come by Mr. Noel: and,amongſt ale a Paper with= 
©ourt either date or direction, but ſubſcribed with the name of Edmond 
* Harvy, and certified by Afr. Noel ( by an indorſement thereupon,Da- 
(ted 27 of June laſt, and ſubſcribedwith his name ) to be the Report 
© which was delivered in by Col. Harvy tothe late Committee of Parlia- 
©ment for removing Obſtructions mentioned in their Order of the 5 of 
* e April 1649.0 be then read ; and alſo read the $ of May 1650. before 
*theſaid Commicree without any alceration, ſo far as he could remem- 
(ber ;and then Ordered to be reported to the Parliament,unleſs, & c,as 
<1nthat Order, and tohave the 20 of that moneth offered it to you tobe 
proceeded upon. And, upon peruſal thereof, finding the Cale there- 
*M»as I concerve, fully fared ; and, rhat I might therein che better (a- 
'tishe the parties, and Return to you the clearer account thereof, Idid 
*1n the preſence both of the ſaid Door Burger, and of Mr. Dodington 
*of Counſel with the Coporation of wells, and of Mr. Caſebeard and 0- 
' thers in behalf of the ſaid Corporation, read the ſaid Report, and exa- 
'minethe ſame with the Cenificucs Orders, and Letters therein men- 
*tioned, All which were produced, ſave only the Letter of Acturny, 
K 2 | ©and 
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« and the Lerter in Deeemb. 1 647. mentioned in the ſaid Report, boy, 
« which ( though neither of them were produced ) Mr. Caſebeardac. 
c knowledged : and; upon examination ir was agreed on both (ides,thar 
«there were ſuch Orders Certificates and Letters as in that Report are 
© mentioned, 

« And therefore finding this thus agreed on both ſides, and findingthis 
« Caſe already (tated by thatReporr ro the late Commurree for removiug of 
« Obſtruftions, &c. And humbly ( with your favour ) conceiving that 
« the proceedings which were before them, and fromthem tranſmirtedto 
« you, are the grounds of your proceedings in this Cauſe ; and there nor 
6 appearing to me atry evidence, proof, or- other Cauſe to alter, or in- 
6 peach that Report, I do as to the matrer of fat, humbly refer to that 
« Report wherein it is already Rated. 

« But there having been now produced to me by the ſaid Door Buy- 
© ges;Copics attefied under Mr.Noel's hand, ſeveral Orders not mention- 
« edin the ſaid Report, made tothe ſaid late Commutree there, I do hum- 
« bly Certifie thems as thoſe which I concerve material for the further 
«clearing of the matter offa&t in this Cauſe, v1z. 

« An Order of the fifth of April, 1649. which I cook to be that of 
« that dare inthe ſaid Cerrificate of Mr. Noe! , wherein it 1s mentioned, 
© That upon the 2-5 of February laſt, berween the Town of Wells andthe 
« Contractors. for ſale of Biſhops Lands , and upon confeſhon of Joh 
© Caſebeard Agent for the ſaid Town then preſent, it appeared that both 
« the Contract figned by the ſaid Caſebeardon the behalfof the ſaid Town, 
« and the laſt Particular drawn up without Warrant , by which the Con- 
« tractors were ſurpriſed, and the State abuſed , do refer to the firſt Parti- 
* cular upon which the ſaid Contract was made; which firit Particular was 
© taken away by Caſebeard and others from the ContraQors , and would 
© not then be found : it was Ordered that the ſaid Caſebeard and Thomas 
© Salmon the Mayor of Wells , ſhould be forrhwicth ſummoned ro attend 
© that Committee within ten days afrer notice thereof , and then produce 
© the ſaid firſt Particular upon which the ſaid Contra was made,&c. 2 
« thereby further appears. 

And underneath this Copy is written thus : 
Die Jos 5 April. 1649. 

© Colonel Harvy delivered in his Report concerning the Contractor; 
© and the Town of Wells , according to former order of this Committee: 
* which Report was read. 

This is atteſted by Mr Noe/to be a true Copy. 

© An Order of the eighth of £Afay 1650.wherein it 1s mentioned, That 

* the Report formerly made by Colonel Harvy touching the buſinels di 
© the purchaſe made by the Mayor, Maſters and Burgefles of wells » Wis 
* that day read ; and upon debate thereofgit was orderedro be reported to 
* the Houſe, as it then was ; unleſs the Mayor , Maſters and Burgeſles 0i 
* Wells 01d before that day moneth give ſatisfaction to a Sub-Committee 
« touching the ſame, And it was ordered, That Colonel Jones, = = 
s 6 Corgets 
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« Corbet, Alderman Allen, and Colonel Harvy, be the ſaid Sub-Commir- 


« ree-and they or any three of them, were defired toreceive what ſhould 
( be offered) by or on the behalfof the ſaid Mayor, Maſters and Burgeſſes 
« of Wells,and to report the ſame rorhart Commitrree, 
« All which, with reference cothe ſaid Report,Orders and Certificates 
« ( which, cogether with the reſt of che Papers tranſmicted by Mr, 
« Noel ro me; are all herewith reſtored ) and humbly ſubmicred ro 
«your Judgments, 
2 Jul, 1655» Row. Jewkes, 


This Report being read the fourthof July 165 5. before the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners for Obſtrutions, in preſence of both parties ; and afterwards 
fully debated, this following Ocder was made. 


: 4 July 1655. Bf 
By the Commiſſoners for removing of Obſtrucions in the ſale of 
Biſhops Lands. : 


Q)Pon reading of the Report of eAMr. Jewkes made in purſuance of our 
Order of the 20 of Jun: laſt , in the canſe in difference between Dr. 


Burges and the Town of Wells, Thomas Salmon, a»d John Caſebeard, aud 
alſo the Report ſigned by Colonel Harvy, and hearing of Counſel and Parties 
on all ſides it ts . wr fit and ordered that it be ral to the Contrattors 
for ſale of the ſaid Lands » and they deſired to conſider of the ſaid matters 
w difference : and if they can, to conclude the buſimeſs by ſale, and comvey- 
my to Dy, Burges, what ever ts comained in the ſaid Report belonging to the 
Marnor of Wells:and, what belongs to the Hundred of Wells to the Mayor 
ard Burgeſſes of Wells , according to the ſaid Report. And torecal the 
Conveyances, And if there be not a Submiſſion ts what the Contrattors ſhall 
Order them, to certifie to ma the party that ſhall ſs refuſe. 


On the ſixth of Jaly then inſtant, the Concractors fitting, Doctor Bur- 
ge: delivered ro them the Order laſt foregoing. Bur the whole being now 
under a Reference, Do&or Burges firlt defired the Contraftors to ask the 
Agents of wells then prefent, it they had any Letter of Attorney impow- 
ring them to ſubmic to a Reference ? they anſwered, No. The Doctor 
then told therr;,it was in vain to proceed till rhey were impowred here- 
unto, for that the Town would ſtand to no Reference,ifthey liked nor the 
Concluſion, 

Ie was anſwered That they would no doubt ere long obtain power to 
ſubmir to it, The Door then defired alt might be reſpited till char rume, 
Only he gave in a Writing to teſtifie his ſubnuſſion, ſo far as the bukineſs 
Was before the ſaid Commulſioners for Obtructions;ſaving to himſeif,the 
reſt, This was not accepted. Upon this , both parties were diſmiſſed 
ſme die. No word was then ſpoken of the Towns intention to make 2 
new purchaſe, nor of the Warrant made for a Particular » wherein it Was 


otdered, 


The Serond Part 
ordered, that the DoQtor ſhould be heard ; which he was not, until they 
had made their ſecond purchaſe. | 

In Auguſt 1655. the Town deſired Mr.Dedingronxheir then Recorder, 
to treat with the Door abour their differences. This Mr, Doddington 
accordingly did. The Door freely yeilded ro the Town ( for he had 
never queſtioned it ) Al Royalties of VVells, and Wells Hundred , the 
two Fairs of Priddy and Bineger, the collefting of all Poſt-fines, and amerce- 
ments iſſning out of the Exchequer, the Leets or Law-days, and three weeken 
Conrts,and Courts of Record » the four Fairs in VVells after three lives in 
being» the Markets and Bayliffwick, Ss 

The things he ſtood upon ro have,were,All their claim rozand title and 
intereſt in any part of the Mannor of wWellsywith the Rights, Members and 
Appurtenances ; and himſelf and Tenants to be vvholly freed from all 
Juriſdiftion of the Corporation : alſo the Guild Hall and Priſonyvvhich 
ever belonged to the Lord of the Mannor,and vvas not really purchaſed 
by chem nor could be, it being nor returned cill after their ConcraR : all 
hawking, hunting, fiſhing, fowling » vvichin his Mannor : all Pounds, 
Waives and Strayes there, all Deodands, Felons Goods, &'c. happening 
on his Mannor, the Ways andScreers, and ſoyle thereof, &c, all Courts 
Baron, and Minery Courts within his Mannor. 

Mr. Doddington asked if this were all ? the Doctor anſwered, Tea: then 
ſaid Mr, Doddiwgton, We will have an end of theſe ro your content : 1 
will come again to #e/s this Summer, and put a Concluſion to ir. But 
he came not, Whereupon Do&or Burges waited upon him at Lincolnr- 
Imabour the mid(t of Oftober following: and it was there agreed, that on 
Friday ſeven-night after, Mr. Doddington ſhould come ro the Doctors 
lodging, and make a full end of all, 

But before that day, the Town ſent up by Mr. Stara;h and David Bar- 
ret a Letter of Atturny dared Otftob. 22.1655. to Authorize him, them 
and ſome others to anſwer all the DoCtors complaints, and Objections : 
to buy the Burrough rents, Baylywick and whatever was then unſold: 
bur not one word of ſubmucring to rhe Co:trattors : taxing the Do- 
Qor with cauſleſs conreſts,Vc. and juliifying crhemſelves in all thac they 
had claimed and uſurped. 

Being come to Londongheyforthwith acquainted Mr. Doddington here- 
withz and no perſwaſions of his for ending of the Controverſies in the way 
wherein he and the Doctor agreed, could prevail ; but, before the Door 
knew any thing of their intentions of a new purchaſe , they Contracted, 
upon the 26 of Ottober then inſtant (which was bur the fourth day after 
the date of the Letrer of Attorney) for the Bayliffmickxthe Guild Hall ard 
Priſon, the Burrongh Rents, and ſeven Canonical Houſes int Wells ( come 
priſed wichin the DoRors firſt purchaſe; and which he often offered to pay 
for, had it been accepted on the terms contained in his firſt Contract)ne- 
ver giving him notice that he might have been-heard» as they had been 
ordered rodo, June 21. 1655+ 

This now bzgan mcre Broyles and ſharp Contencions on their pn 
whic 
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which were after cryed at the Common Plea's Bar , where the Door had 
fair Jultice done him by the honourable Courr, and Jurors. Howbeit, 
by che failer of ſome Wicnefles who came not ; bur eſpecially, by means 
of a deſperate Oath made by one that was a party » who knew what he 
ſivare to be falſe » Verdi and Judgment paſſed againſt the Door, and 
he was thereupon outed of thoſe Houſes, &c. Bur the Narration of the 
foul carriage of the Agents of that Corporation in that whole buſineſs:is 
not here intended. i Onely this may be taken norice of, that whereas they 
were referred roa Trial ar Law, by the Commiſſioners for ObltruRions, 
June 23+ 16$$+ upon the account of their ſaid ſecond purchaſe alone ; 
they» at the Trial, produced onely their firſt Conveyance dared in March 
1647. to prove their Tule ro the Chambers over the Priſon; and, upon 
that » carried them (even after thoſe rooms had been adjudged to the 
Door by the Commirtee of Parliament for Obitructions, in the year 
1649+ ) albeic chey had nor, ill ſeven years after, indeed purchaſedthe 
Priſon ander thoſe Chambers. 

With this ConqueRi, the Corporation, their Agents, Officers and Te- 
nants vvere ſo fleſhr, that now they ſuppoſed they might do any thing 
againſt the Door ; inſomuch as it grew to a common ſpeech, that wha- 
ever hath any t:ial vvith him, may be: ſure to carry it, be the Cauſe 
what it vvill, And upon this account, their Agents came upon his 
Land, cook away a Mare (vvhich they might, vvich as good vvarrant, 
have robbed him of ) upon an illegal Preſentment, touching the repaic 
of a Bridge (of vvhich he never heard word, till the time ſer for re- 
pairingzvvas expired :) for vvhich Mare he took a Replevin, granted by 
their own Steward ; but Mr Mead (the arch-incendiary between chem 
and him) denyed the execution of it and cauſed the Mare to be kept 
In a ſecret place vvhere the Door might not come at her > nor know 
where ſhe vvas. ; 

Door Burges vvaited a while, to ſee if the Corporation vvould 
nghe him. Bur they owned all; for having kept her from him, from 
July 1657. till April 1658. they then ſold her. And, vvhen che Buyer 
(fearing belike , he might be queſtioned) craved a Cerrificare of his 
* buying of her, This Certificate was given him. 


\Vells City in the County of Somerſet, 

Heſe are to certifie all whom it may concern, that this preſent firſt day 

of April, 1658. Lewes Love-lace of Cardiff » the == of Gla- 
morgan in Wales ( as he ſaith) bought one white Mare, with an S, in the 
wer Buttock,, which Mare did belong to this Corporation, and by the ſaid 
Corporation ſold unts the ſaid Love-lace. In teſtimony whereof I have 
hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal of Mayoralty the day and yeer afore- 
ſaid, | W.S. Mayor. 

Not content with this, they endeavoured to draw in ohe Ammwr, a 
young fellow of very mean condition, that newly ſer up the Trade of a 
Carpenter , or mungrel- Joyner, to- buy nor onely the — Fn 

I11ONz 
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The Second Part 
Priſon, bur the Chambers or Rooms over the Priſon, The Dofto: 


hearing of it» ſent for him, and let him know, it would not be ſafe for 
him co purchaſe things in Controverſie : and that; albeit they had gcaren 
it by a Trial at Law yet he meant not ſo to give it over. 

Amnr thank't the DoRor for this friendly premonition,and promiſed 
not to purchaſe ir, Bur afrerwards he vvas ſo far drawn in , that he 
did purchaſe the ſaid Gui/d-Hall;Priſon and Chambers over it (as he hath 
ance ſaid) of the ſaid Corporation, ( who had forfeited that , and all the 
reſt of their ſecond purchaſe, above two yeers before.) And vvhen 
he had got Poſleſſon of ity he did fo affront the Doctor, both in vvords 
andteeds , as ( it is doubted ) vvill in the hue fall roo heavie upon 
himſelf. And for all, he pretends the Order and Warranc of the Cor- 
POration. 

Theſe affronts, ſeconded with perperual ſcorns » derifions » and ray- 
lings, (eſpecially by one Bridger) inforced him upon mature advicezto 
commence ſome Suites at Law againſt their Agents ; yer not one hal: 
ſo many» as their bold Town-Clerk, and Mr Mead, more ſwo (it being af- 
cernoon) averred to the Commuſc1oners for Obſtrultionsy in June 1658, 

But the Dottor, remembring how much it fill concerns him to ſeeh 

peace and to purſue it , even vvhen it flies moſt from him, forbore a 
Tryal at Law for that preſent, and petitioned the honowreble Commil- 
ſfroners for removing of Obſtrutt:ons, to hear and determine all differences 
berwyeen him and that Corporation, Summons thereupon iſſuing; in 
Aay laſt, The Corporation, by their Agents and Counſel appeared be- 
fore the ſaid Commiſſioners, the 2 3 of J«xe laſt, and were heard, 
T vvhich hearing,the Counſel for the Town alledged, * That there 
had been a Tryal in the Caſezat the Common Plea's Bar by conſnr; 
« and upon that Tryal, the Town of els obtained a Verdi, Judsr.2nt, 
« and Execution ; and that the ſaid Tryal was (by like conſent) to be 
« final, as ro the Tenements in queſtion berween them ; and produced 
« Rule of the ſaid Courr, to that purpoſe and effe&t ; and thar the Peti- 
© rioner hath divers Actions Ce at Law ; and therefore moved 
« that the whole matrer might be left ro Lavv. 

«© Bur, Doctor Burges being preſent, alledged that he was vvilling to 
« ſtand ro the judgements of the ſaid Co:mmiltioners upon the vyhol: 
« matters in Difference, and to vyave proccedings at Law. And that 
« his preſent Addrefles ro them) vvere, for Hearing and Determining of 
ea _— Ordered by the Committee for removing' Obſtructions to 
© have bzen Reported co the Parliament; and,by the Parliament Referred 
*©rotheir determination. That he inſiſted not upon the Title of thoſe 
« Houſes vvhich by their Order vvas referred to Law, and there tryed ; 
© unleſs of choſe Canonical Houſes and Burrough Rents adjudged him 
« by former Orders of the ſaid late-Committee. And prayed a Confit- 
© mation of the Orders of the ſaid hate Commitree of Parliament for 
« preventing of further vuices,&c. Upon conſideration of all which, and 
* of what vvas further offered on both ſides, It vvas Ordered, rhat - 
c({a1 ) 


« (aid) Cauſe berween the ſaid Door Burger, and the Mayor, Maſters, 
« and Burgeſſes of Fells, their Agents and Tenants (ſhould) be caken in- 
© ro Conhderation on Friday, the 12 of November (then) nexts in che 
$ foreno0n, the ſaid Dr Purges having given his Conſent that all pro- 
« ceedings at Law,concerning any matrer to be heard by them (the Com- 
« miſſioners) ſhould be ſtayed in the mean time, Mr #hite of Counſel 
« for the Defendants being preſent raking notice of this Ocder. 

But vyhen this was Ordered,the Commuſſtoners,at the ſame time adviſed, 
chat all Differences might in che mean r1mezbezby ſome reference , ended by 
friends ; Doctor Burges taking hint from thence, held it his duty to at- 
empt this, yet once mores as well knowing that che determining of 
Conrroverhes by conſent, ever produceth a more firm and laſting peace, 
than a forced Concluſion. Therefore he made his Addrefles to rheic 
oreareſt friend, the Lord D15brow ; and obtained of his Lordſhip, firit a 
peruſal of molt of the Orders and Papers befoce recited, by which he 
might be fully enformed of che erue Stare of the Cauſe ; and then, a 
recommendation of1t to friends in theſe words : 

Hereas upon ſerious and Chriliun conſideration, it is held fic and 
c * * neceſlary that there be a firm and ſpeedy Agreement made be- 
«tween the Mayor, Maſters and Burgeſtes of Fells on the one part, 
*and Doctor Corne/;w Burges on the other part, touching ALL Con- 
© troveres and Differences berween them. To which end, the righr 
« honourable the Lord Disbrow, hath, out of bis earnett and pious deftire 
© of the good of both parties, propounded that Robert: Hunt, John Har 
v rington, Francis Roll and John Buckland Eſquires,being perſons of known 
* abilities and integrity, ſhould be joyntly deſired, and indiffterenly cho- 
'en by the ſaid Corporation and Dr Burges,to be Arbitrators to hear, 
« and determine All matrers in difterence berween the ſaid Parties, either 
«by themſelves the ſaid Arbitrators, or by the major part of them. ' To 
© yyhich the ſaid Dr Burges hath very willingly aſſented:upon condition, 
That the Parties do mutually become bound in a Bond obilgatory of 
«two thouſands pounds each to other, to ſubmit unto, and to execute 
*and perform the Award of the ſaid Arbitrators, or of the major part of 
\raem, or of the U npire choſen by chem,before they enter upon debate 
« of the Differences. And that ſuch choyce of the ſaid Umpire ſomade, 
(be given in writing toeach of the Parties » under the Hands and Seals 
© of the {aid Arbirrators, at the beginning of the ſaid Treaty, upon the 
*{ealing and delivery of the Bonds aforeſaid by both Parties to each 
«0therz1n preſence of the ſaid Arbitrators, at the firlt meeting:And alſo 
*thatthe ſaid Award, or Umpirage be made, and a Duplicate thereof 
© written, Signed, Sealed» and delivered toeich party concerned therein, 
"defore the tirkt day of Oftober next coming : Andthat the charge of all 
*meetings of the ſaid Arbitrators andUmpiere hereabour, and of writing, 
*and other incideht expences be equally born by the ſaiqh Corporation 
*andDr. Burges. C, Burges. 
White-Hall Jul. 1. 1658. 

I aefire a Concarrence in both parties to what is here proponnded. 

* JOHN DISBROW. 
L This 
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This, by his Lordſhips direRion was brought to him Jul. 1. of which 
he defired a Copy to be given by himſelfro the other kde ; which wy 
done, and delivered to them ere he Signed the Paper before ſer down. * 
for he did nor Sign it until J#/y 5. So ſoon as the DoRor got home tg 
Wells, he gave notice thereof to the Maior ; and ſhortly after, attendsg 
the Maior at his houſe for proſecuting of this courſe. Their Recorder 
and Town-Clerk, then preſent, faid, that chey told the Lord qi. 
brow when they received the Paper fromhim, that as touching the Hoy. 
ſes by them recoveredar Law ( the rial being to be final, by conſent) 
the Corporation could not refer them, becauic there was now no diffe. 
rence berween them and the Do&or ; andtherefore no Reaſon they 
ſhould be referred : and that his Lordſhip thought ſo roo. 

To this the Door anſwered, that his Lordſhip ſpoke nothing to hin 
of ſuch an exception, when he Signed the Reference, after they hadſo 
ipoken unto him. But he mult infiſt upon thoſe, as now the chief diffe- 
rence : becauſe albeic the Trial was by conſent, to be final ; yerthi 
was only to aſſure the Court in which it was triedxthat they ſhould be no 
more troubled therewith: nor did he ever conſent upon ſuch an account, 
that if the Cauſe were carried by a falſe Oath ( as that was) he ſhould 
never ſeek jultice elſewhere : it being very well known, that no con- 
ſent or Order in one Court can bindup any man from ſeeking remed, 
in another, 

The Maior promiſed co acquaint his Brethren with ic at a (Þequerywhich 
he accordingly did ; and having read the Paper of Reference to them 
Signed by the Lord Dubrow , they thereupon made this following Order, 

At the Convocation held the 27. of July 1658. theſe were preſent. 
Mr. Wilkam Smith Major. Mr. Thomas Salmon. Mr, Thomas Nixon, 
Mr. Rich. Thomas. Mr. Richard Fryer, Mr. Robert Hill. 
Mr. Hugh c Merefield, Mr. Joſ. Gallington. Mr. Robert Hole. 
Mr. Sam. Read. Mr. John | wa. 4 Mr. Hen Baron. 
Mr. Robert Hurman. 
, T chis meeting this Houſe being acquainted with the tranſactions 
© that paſled this laſt Term berween the Corporation and Doctor 
, Kpenend of the interpoſition made by the Right Honourable Job» 
© Lord Disbrow, and his mediation of peace, and of che propoſals made by 
* Dr. Bargeszto Mr. Maior and our Recorder, fince his coming into the 
«© Country,in purſuance ofa Reference : Ir is agreed by all here preſent, 
* that Mr. Maier, Mr. Recorder, Mr. Salmon, Mr . Mead, (Mr. Gar 
© lington, and CAMr. Standiſh be intreatedto rake upon them the burden ot 
* meeting and anſwering the demands of Dr. Berges, and of conſulting 
« together, what is to be done concerning the ſaid Reference. And this 
© Honſe dor\ likewiſe agree, and they will aſſent unto whatſoever the 
© {aid Gentlemen, or "ny five or four of them ſhall do in che prenules. 
© Provided that when they have brought things toa good perfection» 
*thar they at the next meeting of this Hcuſe afterwards, being therc unto 
* required, ſhall give an exact account of their proceedings. | 
A true (opyaxamined b) Ws 
John Standiſh 1.C- 


of the CASE, 
Upon this: Mr. Maior and Dr. Burges agreed upon a Letter to be 
drawn up» and Signedby them both, and afrer ſent to each of the four 
Gentlemen before named in che Reference ( rogether with a Copy 
thereof ) which was ſent by one of the Corporation and one of the Do- 
Ror's ſons ( going together ) to every one ofthem,as followerh, 
Honourable Sir, 
«FT isthe pious defire and endeavour of our Noble friend the Locd 
|. Dubrow, that all Differences between rhe Corporation of Wells and 
« Doctor Burges ſhould be friendly compoſed by your ſelf and the other 
Gentlemen mentioned in the incloſed Paper, which is a true Copy of 
«the writing which his Lordſhip hath Signed, 

« Our humble and joync requeſt co you is, that you will pleaſe rodo us 
«that office of piety and love,to meet the reſt of th2 Genrclemen, ar the 
cFion of the (erin Wells upon Tharſday in the next week, there to 
tconfer and agree upon the courſe of proceeding herein : andupon a 
« further meering afrerwards to make us both happy, by perfecting that 
ework Which we on both fides cordially defire as the greateſt obligation 
eyou can lay upon, Sirs Your bumble Servants, moſt ready to ſerve you. 
wells, Jul.28.1658. C. Burges. Will. Smith. 

On T hur ſd. Aug. 5+ Mr. Roll; Mr. Buckland andMr. Harrington met accore 
ingly ; the Maor, Recorders Town-C rk and Mr. Thomas Mead ( A- 
gents for the Town) were preſent, Theſe Agents firſt prefled Dr. Bar- 
er rogive ina Paper in writing) of the differences berween him and the 
Town, before Bonds ( which the Town-Clerk had drawn ) were ſealed, 
or the Umpire choſen : which the Dr. for a while refuſed, becauſe rhe 
firltthing ro be done was the chufing of an Umpire, and Sealing the 
Bonds : but they (ill inſiſting upon giving in the Heads of the differen- 
ces, the Dr. a in theſe : The Differences concern, 

I. Al! the mcroachments and intrenchments of the Maior, Maſters and 
Burgeſſes of Wells, and of their Agents and Inſtruments upen the Mannor 
| ef Wells, and what ever elſe of the late Poſſeſſions and Hereditaments of the 
| late Biſhop of Bath and Wells, that hath not truly and indeed been ſold be- 
fore the 16 4ay of March 1643. within the Mannor or Burrough of Wells, 
alhough paſſed by Genera! words, by ſurprize, in any Conveyance to the ſaid 
| Maor, Maſters and Burgeſſes. 

t» Their ſecond Purchaſe made in the yeer 1655. 
}- The Cathedral Church in Wells and the Liberty thereof. 
4+ The Biſhops Alms-Howſes in Wells. 
Aug.$.1658, 
Theſe are are all the Head: of the differences I ſhall infift upon, unleſs 
the Corporation ſhall own any private Differences or [unts berween me and s- 
ther, C. Burges. 

In the draught of the Bond that was to be ſealed by the Corporation, 
a9 particular perſons were namedin it ; bur it runs thus : We the Mator, 
Maiters and Burgeſſes;8&c. Door Burges excepted again(t this, and de- 
wedtheir ſeveral names might be expreſled in the Bond : for that a Bond 

ing a perſonal ſecurity, could not after bz pur in ſuic againſt any perion 
" perſons , bur Tuch as are here named in ir. This ſpent ſome time mn 
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| The Second Payt 
Diſpure. But upon the motion of one of the Referrees, it was at ſengrh 
reſolved, That the Botids then drawn up ſhould be ſealedade bere eſſe, till 
the Door ſhould be ſatisfied by Counſel. And if Counſel ſhould de- 
clare ſuch Bond to be invalid, the Town ſhould ſeal another. Then Mr, 
Harrington was requelied by the other two Gentlemeu ( Who intended 
co return to their homes that night ) to receive and keep the Bonds on 
both fides rill che Do&or had at the approaching Afſizes , or elſewhere, 
received ſatisfa&tion from his Counſel. The Bonds were to be ſealedthe 
next morning, and Mr. Harrington agreed to recetve them. 

On the ſame fifth of Anenft, the Agents for the Town,when they had 
read the Differences given in by the Doctor , they excepted again{tthe 
ſecond , as being now no Difference, ſeeing it had been concluded by a 
Trial ar Law , which by conſent was to be final. The DoRor repeated 
what he had before ſpoken in private to the Mator in anſwer thereunto 
adding this > That ſo ſoon as the Umpire was choſen , and the Bonds 
ſealed, they might , if they pleaſed, urge this ro the Referrees$- without 
prejudice : for when theſe Gentlemen had heard the reaſons on both 
ſides, they would eafily judge whether rhat were now a difference or not. 
And if they found caule to adjudge it to be none, they knew the DoRor 
would be fattenough bound to ſtand to that Declaration as part of the 
Award, 

This at the preſent ſeemed to ſatishe : but theſe things were ſo long 
in debate, that nothing more could be done that day, but onely to orde: 
the preparing of the Bonds again(t the next morning. 

Friday being come » Auguſt 6. Mr. Buck land ( who went not home 
On Thurſday night as he had intended ) and Mr. Harrington met again 
in the ſame place , expecting the ſealing of che Bonds. Bur inlteed 
thereof, the Maior, the Town-Clerk , and rwo Gentlemen more of the 
Town, told the Referrees, That the Corporation had that morning met, 
and reſolved , That neither now, nor hereafter would they become bound 
to the Doctor by their perſonal names : and that they were now allore- 
ſolved, That their ſecond putchaſe ſhould not be referred as a Difference, 
bur be excepred out ot the Reference, in the Condition'of the Bonds. 

Dr, Burges then prefled the Agreement made the _— , for 
alcering the Bond , if by Counſel ir ſhould be found to be of no force, 
And next , that the putting ſuch an exception in the condition of the 
Bond, was nor at all mentioned on the Thurſday. Andif they excepred 
that difference , it'mult needs argue their diftidence in che Gentlemen 
joyntly.choſen to arbitrate the whole ; yea, that if before Bonds were 
ſealed, the Corporation would thus limic and bind up their own Agents, 
rhere could not be any hope of their ſtanding to any thing debated and 
derermined by thoſe Gentlemen, 

Hereupon the DoRor drew up and delivered a ſecond paperat the ſame 
tine,to the ſaid Mr, Buck/and and Mr,Harrington, in the preſence of the 
other fide ; which Paper contained the ſame Heads of ' Differences he had 
erven in the day before : Whereunto he added the following Lines, v- 

© Now foraſmuch as the Reference figned by the Lord Disbrow, Ju F* 
*1658. ({ince be ſpake with. the Agents for the Town ) expreſiet" 
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6 ALL Differences, withour exception ; and, that nor vnely the Maior 
c ſubſcribing Leccers to all the Arbitrators , but two ſeveral Adts of the 
«Council or Convocation of the Corporation of Wells ( the one held 
« July 23 laſt,the other Auguſt 2 inſtant) enabling ſeveral of their Mem- , 
c bers to treat, and to proſecute the Reference ſo hgned, do not at all ex- 
ecept any of the particulars above mentioned : I do abſolucely refer all, 
« wichout exceptions to the ſaid Arbitrators,or to the major part of them, 
<orrothe Umpire choſen by them, according tothe ſaid draught of Refe- 
trence (igned by the Lord Dzsbrow : nor waving the ſame in any thing ; 
«anddocarneſtly defire the Corporation to do the like ; foraimuch as 
« without this, there can be no frm peace. C. Burges. 

May 6. 1658. 

The Agents for che Town pleaded that their hands were bound up, (© 
that chey could not yeild hzreunto. Preſently after > the Gentlemen 
brake up that meeting , and never more met about it, Whereupon the 
DoRor having drawn up the ſhore Narrative foregoing in Writing of the 
Proceedings at that time,the Genrlemen were pleaſed ro cerrihfie the truth 
thereof thus. 

This is the ſubſtance of what paſled in the Reference between Dr. 
Byrges and the Corporation of wells. 
John Buckland. John Harrington. 

Mr. Reltdid the like for ſo much as paſſed on the Thurſday » Aug. 5. 

This Reference ( as all other before had done) coming to nothingahe 
DoRor was now neceſſitated ro attend rhe honourable Commuſſtoners 
ſor removing of Obſtrutions, for an Hearing at Worceſter Houſe , i 
12. according to their laſt Order. Bur ſome of the Commiſſioners be- 
ing then abſent the Hearing was put oft until the 25 of November,which 
was no ordinarPfitting dayzbut aſligned on putpoſle for that only buſineſs, 
that nothing might intervene cointerrupt chem, in the full heating of ir, 

That day being come, both fides, with their Counſel , attended. The 
honourable Commiſſioners entered upon the Cauſe a lictle after three of 
clock, which held until paſt eight at night. And having fully heard both 
ides, and after debated che whole alone by themſelves. , they made this 
following Order, 25 Novemb. 1659. 

By the (ommuſſioners for removing Obſtrutt ions in the ſale of Biſhops Lands, 
c 


ereas the Cauſe upon the Petition of Corne/:9s Burge: Dr. 
\ / «in Divinity » Purchaſer from the Truſtees, for ſale of Bi- 

6 ſhops Lands, of the Mannor of wells , in the County of 

* Somerſet, againlt che Maior, Malters and Burgeſles of wells > and their 
© Agents John (aſebeard, John Standiſh, David Barret, and others (upon 
'a Report of the-Caſe drawn up _— late Commicree of Parliament 
« for removing ObſtruRtions, which by their Order of the eighth of May, 
© 1650. Was tO have been reported to the then Parliament ) came before 
*us this day » to be heard and determined, ( by Vertue of an A of the 
«ſaid late Parliament » bearing dare the 12 of Ofteber 165 2. inthisand 
[rhe like Caſes made and provided » ) inthe preſence of the ſaid Doctor 
* Burges and Mr. Graves his Counſel ;- and of Mr. Maddiſon , and Mr. 
© White, of Connſel with the ſaid Maior, Maſters and Burgeſles ; the mat- 
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The Second Part 

« ter of the fald Petition being} to be relieved againſt the (aid Malor, Ma. 
« ters and Burgeſſes of Wells ( amongſt other things) for undue keeping 
« from the Petitioner, by colour of a Conveyance made to them from the 
« Truſtees for ſale of Biſhops Lands , bearing dare the 22 of Merch 
« 1647. of divers things not contrated for by them » which did of right 
«belong to the ſaid Mannor of Wells » contracted for by the ſaid Doctor 
« Burges, and accordingly conveyed unto him by the ſaid Trultees on the 
© 24 Of March 1648. Avdirt now appearing untous, upon reading the 
« ſaid Report of che ſaid late Committee of Parliament, that as well by 
« Certificates from the Contraors for ſale of the ſaid Lands , as upon 
c examination of the matter » they found » Thar at the Requelt of the 
« ſaid (aſebeard, the ſaid Contraftors made an Orcer of the 26 of Nj. 
« vember , to the Regiſter of the ſaid Lands ro make forrh a Parricular of 
« the Royalties of the Burrough and Hundred of Wells and Wells- Forum, 
« with the Fairs of Priddy and Bineger,parcel of the poſleitons of the late 
© Biſhop of Bath and Well: : —_ this .vas the onely Warrant for a 
©ny Particular in reference to the ſaid Corporation : That the ſaid Cor. 
« poration » after cheir Contra made with them , the 1 5 of December, 
« 1647. by their Agents ſurpriſed the {aid Contractors, and much wrong- 
« ed the State by taking away of the firſt Particular, upon which the (a1 
« Contra was madeand the drawing up of a new on? without Warrant, 
« by one Mr. Thomas Salmon. And that this laſt Particular contains much 
« morein it then the ſaid Town bought and paid for , or then che ſaid 
« Contractors intended to ſell rothem. And chat accordingly rothe ht- 
© rer Particular, their Conveyance was drawn up and Sealed. And rhat 
« by the Special words of that Conveyance ( amongſt other things) they 
Carry theſe following,which were neverContracted for,nor (old co them, 
« ( v4z..) the whole Baylywickvalued after three lives in being at 40 /.per 
© ammins ; Which they now alledge they have fince purchaſed: Two week- 
<ly Markets in the City of Wells, the Guild-Hall and Priſon,which have 
«ever belonged tothe Lord of the Mannor ; which ſaid Guild-Hall and 
©Priſon, they alſo alledge they have fince purchaſed. All VVaifes , E- 
© {trayes, Deodands,and Felons Goos upon the ſaid Mannor. All Courrs, 
« Baron and Minery Courts all VVays and Streets , which have ever be- 
© longed to the Lord of the ſaid Mannor. And that by the general words, 
c unduly chruft into the ſaid Particular and Conveyance ( of all Roy- 
« alties, Services, Franchiſes, Liberties, Priviledges, Immuniries, Profits, 
« Conmodities, Advantages and Emolument whatſoever, of what nature 
© or quality ſoeverwithin the City or Burrough of Fells and Wells Forum, 
6 or any part or parcel thereofxto the late Biſhop of Bath and Fells in right 
« of his ſaid Biſhoprick of Bath and Wells belonging) may be comprehen- 
« ded, and hereafter claimed the Royalties of the Lot» Lead rhe Royal- 
« ties and Services of the Mannor of Wells, and Rents borh of the Man- 
©nor and Burrough:& all Waifs,Heriots, CommonssServices of Tenants, 
© Fc. All whichare valued in the Surveys ro amount to 2 50 /. per anmm. 

© Now, upon conſideration had of the ſaid Reports and of the Powers 
© and Authority given us by the aforeſaid Act of Parliament, of the 12 of 
© Oftober 1652, whzreby we are Authorized and impowred to Hear and 


the C ASE, 
« Determine all fuch Caſes, as were by the ſaid lice Commicree Ordered 
« to be Reportedcothe Parliament ; and upon full and deliberare hear- 
*ing of Counſel on both kdes, We do Determine, and (o Order, That the 
6d Maior>Maſters and Burgeſles of #*[ls ſhall at, or before the $ of Ja- 
« mary next enſuing» by ſuch good. Conveyance in the Laiv as by Row- 
«land Jewks Eſq;ſhall be adviſed, and with uſual Covenants aſwell again(t 
« all incumbrances in Ticle, charge, or ERate, as for quiet and peaceable 
«enjoyment, againſt the ſaid Mator, Maſters and Burgeſles and their Suc- 
«ceſſors, and all claiming by, from, or under them, or any of them, Con- 
cvey and afſure unto the ſaid Cor. Burges his Heirs and Aſſigns, all rhe 
« Right, Title, and Incereſt which they have,or claim rohave by vertue 
«or colour of their Deed of Purchaſe from the ſaid Truſtees, dated 
«the 23 of Nov. I647- In and to all Waives, Eftrays, Deodands, Felons 
« 000ds upon the ſaid Mannor, as alſo all Courts Baron co the ſaid Man- 
« nor of Wells belonging, and Minery Courts, all Ways and Streets, the 
« Royalties of che Lot- Lead, the Royalties, Rents and Services of and 
« belonging ro the Mannor of We/lr, and fitty couple of Wild-Fowl, for- 
«merly payable co the ſaid late Biſhop out of the Decoy-Pool within or 
«neer the Mannor of Weſtbury. And all Heriors, Commons, Services of 
© Tenants, together with all other Royalties, Services, Franchiſes, Liber- 
© nes, Priviledges, Immunicies, profits, commodities, advantages and e- 
© moluments whatſoever, of what nature or quality ſoever, of or belong- 
©1ng ro theſaid Mannor, or any part or parcel thereof, to the only uſe 
# 2nd behoof of the ſaid Cor. Burger his Heirs and Athgns for ever. 
William Roberts. )o. Berners. Ro. gAldworth. Henry Pyr. 

On the ſame 2.5 of Nov. the ſaid Commiſſioners made another Order, in another 
Difference berween the DoRor and that Corporation : ( in confirmation of a former 
Order of May $8. 1650. made therein by the forecited Committee of Parliament, «pos 
efall bearing of that Caſe, in preſence of both parties,and wpon examination of the ſaid Do- 
fort conveyance ) after hearing of boch parties again, and of what could be- alleadged 
by Counſel on >chalf of the ſaid Maior, Maſters and Burgeſſes, That the ſaid Maior, 
Maſters and Burgeſſes do pay unto the ſaid Dr. Burges, the Arrears of the ſaid Rent be- 
hind and angel, and continue the payment of the ſaid yeerly Rent ro the ſaid Doftor 
barges, according to the ſaid former Order, And the ſaid Dr, Bu-ges be allowed Coſts 
upon a Bill to be brought in upen Oath, : 

Since which time, Oath hath been made of ſerving theſe Orders upon the preſenu 
Maior of iells ; and of ſending to him a Decd ingrolſed and atteſted by Mr. Jewhs to 
tave been drawn by his Advice, for the ſaid Corporation toScal ; and of a demand 
made of the ſaid Rents and Arrears, on the «1 of Dec. laſt, All which the ſaid Maior 
png to impart to the reſt of his Brethren, who — appointed ſome of their 

mbers to gear with the Dr, with whom a Treaty was had in a friendly manner, and 
great hope was conceived of a fair end of all, Bur when ( Fan. r.) the Dr. ſcnt a ſecond 
lme for the ſaid Rent and Arrears,the Maior anſwered,that he was commanded by che 
Houle ( that is, the Corporation) to return this Anſwer, That the {orporation would pay 
Wither rent, nov arrears : nor did they think fit to ſeal the faid Conveyance, | 

The Dr. ſear again to him, ro tell him char he would nat take that for 4 final anſwer, 
ſo that they had yet a full week more allowed by the Ordev for ſealing the Deed:and therefore 
out of his earneſt defire of peace, be prayed the Maior to call one Chequer more, 44d to con- 
Gder bette of that nave bees they returned their laft Anſwer by which they meant 10 ſtand, 

: _ Gul fo ne ſeveral _ treated wit on _ o ps. os 

iniſted u us Seal 4 Deed to them t9 confirm their ſecond purchaſe 
vr Rents, peyhiwich, ory of aad Priſon, othe 7 Canomcal Houſes , by them 
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The Second Part | 
All vvhich, the Do&or had before petitioned the hononrable Cop. 

miſrioners for Obſtruftions to hear and determine ; and after, deſired t9 
Refer that whole buſineſs to four Gentlemen , choſen by both Parties g 
decide all Differences : they refuſed both , as being before deter. 
mined by Law, as before is ſer, forth, Nor were thele things now he. 
fore the ſaid Commiſſioners; but, Referred tothe Law. The Door 
further made it evident, that he ſhould be very greatly damnified, if by 
any A& of his (after he had ſold thoſe Houſes) he ſhould confirm an a- 
rer purchaſe thereof ro them ; which che Town had unduly procured in 
a clancular way, without acquainting him therewith before their Cops 
tracts as they were Ordered ro do, And fo they refuſe to obey both 
the ſaid Orders, 

Which contempt they are animated unto, by their Agents Mc Thomy 
Mead, and John Standiſh, as alſo by their preſent CAfayor , and ſuch 
others of that Corporation, as they could draw to fide with them, As 
may appear thus : Mr Meadand Standiſh have had an allowance of 65, 
apeece per diem, for following this bulineſs againit the Doctor ; and, 
upon that account » gotten Grants of molt/ things purchaſed by the 
{21d Corporationto ſatishe that ſalary ; ( albeic 1c be roo well knownxg-at 
at the ſame time » they came up to Londox in | ulinefles of their own, 
vvhich vvould have forced them to keep Terms here, although the Cor- 
poration had not imployed them.) Now, they ſecing that if the Town 
had ſubmirred to thoſe Orders, that ſubmiſſion would nor only have put 
an end to their gaining by theſe Contentions, but perhaps ouced them of 
feveral things granted to them by che Town : Theretore on the ſame 
2 5 of Novemb. laſt,ſo ſoon as the honorable Commiltioners had declared 
rhemſelves, and Ordered what as before reciced, the ſaid Agents,before 
rhey went our of the Room where this Cauſe was heard and Ordered, 
were over-heard to ſay , that they would watrant, That the Corporate: 
of Wells ſhon!d never obey thoſe Orders. 

And the ſaid Meadafrer the firlt Treaty had with the DoRor in Well, 
{aid further, in the hearing of divers perſons, that the Doctor hoped the 
Town vvould do what the ſaid Orders inzoyned; but he would bz & 
ceived And being then told, that if the Town obeyed nor the Orders, 
courſe would be _ ro ſend Meſlengers for ſuch as refuſe! ; Mead 
replyed, That bef@&Te the Doctor could procure that, they would bring 
It 1nto the Parliament, and there they would l1ave men tizat ſhould cedl 
well enough with him; or words to that effect, And when the ſaid 
Aeai was again choſen at another (hequey to treat a ſecond tire with 
the Doctor, he refuſed, as diſpleaſed at any more Treaties for peace. 

And the Aayor(upon an vid grugdge) while he made fair ſhews of de- 
hiring ſeveral Treaties, to make a peaceable Concluſion, dealt undet- 
hand wich John Caſebeard (often before mentioned ) (to undertake the 
buſineſs again, as he had formerly done) againſt che Doftor, before he ite 
rurned the Anſierof the Corporation to the D@Rorz as the Door hat 
been credibly cold by one char will make Oath of it, if need require. 

Legenaa. 
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